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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION 

____________ 

 
INDUSTRIAL COMMUNICATION NETWORKS –  

FIELDBUS SPECIFICATIONS –  
 

Part 6-23: Application layer protocol specification –  
Type 23 elements 

 
FOREWORD 

1) The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is a worldwide organization for standardization comprising 
all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The object of IEC is to promote 
international co-operation on all questions concerning standardization in the electrical and electronic fields. To 
this end and in addition to other activities, IEC publishes International Standards, Technical Specifications, 
Technical Reports, Publicly Available Specifications (PAS) and Guides (hereafter referred to as “IEC 
Publication(s)”). Their preparation is entrusted to technical committees; any IEC National Committee interested 
in the subject dealt with may participate in this preparatory work. International, governmental and non-
governmental organizations liaising with the IEC also participate in this preparation. IEC collaborates closely 
with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) in accordance with conditions determined by 
agreement between the two organizations. 

2) The formal decisions or agreements of IEC on technical matters express, as nearly as possible, an international 
consensus of opinion on the relevant subjects since each technical committee has representation from all 
interested IEC National Committees.  

3) IEC Publications have the form of recommendations for international use and are accepted by IEC National 
Committees in that sense. While all reasonable efforts are made to ensure that the technical content of IEC 
Publications is accurate, IEC cannot be held responsible for the way in which they are used or for any 
misinterpretation by any end user. 

4) In order to promote international uniformity, IEC National Committees undertake to apply IEC Publications 
transparently to the maximum extent possible in their national and regional publications. Any divergence 
between any IEC Publication and the corresponding national or regional publication shall be clearly indicated in 
the latter. 

5) IEC itself does not provide any attestation of conformity. Independent certification bodies provide conformity 
assessment services and, in some areas, access to IEC marks of conformity. IEC is not responsible for any 
services carried out by independent certification bodies. 

6) All users should ensure that they have the latest edition of this publication. 

7) No liability shall attach to IEC or its directors, employees, servants or agents including individual experts and 
members of its technical committees and IEC National Committees for any personal injury, property damage or 
other damage of any nature whatsoever, whether direct or indirect, or for costs (including legal fees) and 
expenses arising out of the publication, use of, or reliance upon, this IEC Publication or any other IEC 
Publications.  

8) Attention is drawn to the Normative references cited in this publication. Use of the referenced publications is 
indispensable for the correct application of this publication. 

9) Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this IEC Publication may be the subject of 
patent rights. IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

Attention is drawn to the fact that the use of the associated protocol type is restricted by its 
intellectual-property-right holders. In all cases, the commitment to limited release of 
intellectual-property-rights made by the holders of those rights permits a layer protocol type to 
be used with other layer protocols of the same type, or in other type combinations explicitly 
authorized by its intellectual-property-right holders. 

NOTE Combinations of protocol types are specified in IEC 61784-1 and IEC 61784-2. 

International Standard IEC 61158-6-23 has been prepared by subcommittee 65C: Industrial 
networks, of IEC technical committee 65: Industrial-process measurement, control and 
automation. 
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This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition published in 2014. This edition 
constitutes a technical revision. This edition includes the following significant technical 
changes with respect to the previous edition: 

• addition of the transmission extended mode and related attribute (Clauses 3.2.28, 4.1.9, 
4.4, 5.2.9.2, and 5.3); 

• update of Table 4, Table 5, Table 16 and Table 48. 

The text of this International Standard is based on the following documents: 

FDIS Report on voting 

65C/948/FDIS 65C/956/RVD 

 
Full information on the voting for the approval of this International Standard can be found in 
the report on voting indicated in the above table. 

This publication has been drafted in accordance with the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

A list of all the parts of the IEC 61158 series, published under the general title Industrial 
communication networks – Fieldbus specifications, can be found on the IEC website. 

The committee has decided that the contents of this publication will remain unchanged until 
the stability date indicated on the IEC web site under "http://webstore.iec.ch" in the data 
related to the specific publication. At this date, the publication will be  

• reconfirmed, 
• withdrawn, 
• replaced by a revised edition, or 
• amended. 

A bilingual version of this publication may be issued at a later date. 
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INTRODUCTION 

This document is one of a series produced to facilitate the interconnection of automation 
system components. It is related to other standards in the set as defined by the “three-layer” 
fieldbus reference model described in IEC 61158-1. 

The application protocol provides the application service by making use of the services 
available from the data-link or other immediately lower layer. The primary aim of this 
document is to provide a set of rules for communication expressed in terms of the procedures 
to be carried out by peer application entities (AEs) at the time of communication. These rules 
for communication are intended to provide a sound basis for development in order to serve a 
variety of purposes: 

• as a guide for implementers and designers; 

• for use in the testing and procurement of equipment; 

• as part of an agreement for the admittance of systems into the open systems environment; 

• as a refinement to the understanding of time-critical communications within OSI. 

This document is concerned, in particular, with the communication and interworking of 
sensors, effectors and other automation devices. By using this document together with other 
standards positioned within the OSI or fieldbus reference models, otherwise incompatible 
systems may work together in any combination. 

The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) draws attention to the fact that it is 
claimed that compliance with this document may involve the use of a patent concerning  
Type 23 elements and possibly other types given in 8.1 and 8.2 as follows: 

JP 05106658 
US 9350626 
DE 112006003943.1 
KR 10-1029201 
TWI 427974 

[MEC] Communication management device, communication node, 
communication system, and data communication method 

JP 4503678 
DE 112006003895T5 
KR 10-1024472 
CN 102325071 
TW I333356 

[MEC] Communication management device, communication device, 
and communication method 

JP 4995294 
US 8687647 
DE 112006004225.4 
KR 10-1024482 
CN10182037 
TWI 427974 

[MEC] Communication node, and token issuing method and token-
ring communication method in ring communication system    

JP 05127977 [MEC] Synchronization system, time master nodes, time slave nodes 
and synchronization method 

JP 05106658 
US 9350626 
DE 112008004265.9 
KR 10-1277368 
CN 102594592 
TWI 483586B 

[MEC] Communication management device, communication node, 
communication system, and data communication method 

JP 5220165 
US 9270483 
DE 112008004268 
KR 10-1256767 
CN 102710480 
TWI 455524 

[MEC] Communication management device, communication device, 
and communication method 
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JP 05084916 
US 8908566 
DE112008004245 
KR 10-1253931 
CN 102265561 
TWI 405436 

[MEC] Communication management device, communication device, 
and communication method 

JP 5172015 
US 8842521 
DE 112009004913 
KR 10-1307092 
CN 102461085 
TWI 422190 

[MEC] Communication managing apparatus, communication nodes, 
and data communication method 

JP 5449566 
US 9270554 
KR 10-1479883 
CN 103109491 

[MEC] 

Network performance estimating apparatus, network 
performance estimating method, network structure 
recognizing method, communication managing apparatus, and 
data communication method 

 

IEC takes no position concerning the evidence, validity and scope of these patent rights. 

The holders of these patent rights have assured IEC that they are willing to negotiate licenses 
either free of charge or under reasonable and non-discriminatory terms and conditions with 
applicants throughout the world. In this respect, the statement of the holders of these patent 
rights is registered with IEC. Information may be obtained from: 

[MEC] Mitsubishi Electric Corporation  
Corporate Licensing Division  
7-3, Marunouchi 2-chome, Chiyoda-ku,  
Tokyo 100-8310, Japan 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the 
subject of patent rights other than those identified above. IEC shall not be held responsible for 
identifying any or all such patent rights. 

ISO (www.iso.org/patents) and IEC (http://patents.iec.ch) maintain on-line data bases of 
patents relevant to their standards. Users are encouraged to consult the data bases for the 
most up to date information concerning patents. 
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INDUSTRIAL COMMUNICATION NETWORKS –  
FIELDBUS SPECIFICATIONS –  

 
Part 6-23: Application layer protocol specification –  

Type 23 elements 
 
 
 

1 Scope 

1.1 General 

The Fieldbus Application Layer (FAL) provides user programs with a means to access the 
fieldbus communication environment. In this respect, the FAL can be viewed as a “window 
between corresponding application programs”. 

This part of IEC 61158 provides common elements for basic time-critical and non-time-critical 
messaging communications between application programs in an automation environment and 
material specific to Type 23 fieldbus. The term “time-critical” is used to represent the 
presence of a time-window, within which one or more specified actions are required to be 
completed with some defined level of certainty. Failure to complete specified actions within 
the time window risks failure of the applications requesting the actions, with attendant risk to 
equipment, plant and possibly human life. 

This International Standard defines in an abstract way the externally visible behavior provided 
by the different Types of the fieldbus Application Layer in terms of: 

a) the abstract syntax defining the application layer protocol data units conveyed between 
communicating application entities, 

b) the transfer syntax defining the application layer protocol data units conveyed between 
communicating application entities, 

c) the application context state machine defining the application service behavior visible 
between communicating application entities; and 

d) the application relationship state machines defining the communication behavior visible 
between communicating application entities. 

The purpose of this document is to define the protocol provided to: 

a) define the wire-representation of the service primitives defined in IEC 61158-5-23, and 
b) define the externally visible behavior associated with their transfer. 

This document specifies the protocol of the IEC fieldbus Application Layer, in conformance 
with the OSI Basic Reference Model (ISO/IEC 7498) and the OSI Application Layer Structure 
(ISO/IEC 9545). 

FAL services and protocols are provided by FAL application-entities (AE) contained within the 
application processes. The FAL AE is composed of a set of object-oriented Application 
Service Elements (ASEs) and a Layer Management Entity (LME) that manages the AE. The 
ASEs provide communication services that operate on a set of related application process 
object (APO) classes. One of the FAL ASEs is a management ASE that provides a common 
set of services for the management of the instances of FAL classes. 

Although these services specify, from the perspective of applications, how request and 
responses are issued and delivered, they do not include a specification of what the requesting 
and responding applications are to do with them. That is, the behavioral aspects of the 
applications are not specified; only a definition of what requests and responses they can 
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