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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD @ lSO/IEC ISO/IEC 7811=2:1995(E) 

Identification cards - Recording technique - 

Part 2: 
Magnetic stripe 

1 Scope 

This part of lSO/IEC 7811 specifies characteristics for 
a magnetic stripe (including any protective overlay) on 
an identification card, the encoding technique and 
coded character sets. The magnetic recordings are 
intended for machine reading. 

lSO/IEC 10373 specifies the test procedures used to 
check cards against the parameters specified in this 
part of lSO/IEC 7811. 

This part of lSO/IEC 7811 specifies the requirements 
for cards used for identification. It takes into 
consideration both human and machine aspects and 
states minimum requirements. 

NOTE - Numeric values in the SI and/or Imperial measure- 
ment system in this part of ISO/IEC 7811 may have been 
rounded off and therefore are consistent with, but not 
exactly equal to, each other. Either system may be used, 
but the two should not be intermixed or reconverted. The 
original design was made using the Imperial measurement 
system. 

2 Conformance 

An identification card is in conformance with this part 
of lSO/IEC 7811 if it meets all mandatory require- 
ments specified herein. 

A prerequisite for conformance with this part of 
lSO/IEC 7811 is conformance with lSO/IEC 7810. 

3 Normative references 

The following standards contain provisions which, 
through reference in this text, constitute provisions of 

this part of lSO/IEC 7811. At the time of publication 
the editions indicated were valid. All standards are 
subject to revision and parties to agreements based 
on this part of lSO/IEC 7811 are encouraged to 
investigate the possibility of applying the most recent 
editions of the standards indicated below. Members 
of IEC and IS0 maintain registers of currently valid 
International Standards. 

lSO/lEC 7810:1995, Identification cards - Physical 
characteristics. 

lSO/IEC 781 I-411995, Identification cards - Record- 
ing technique - Part 4: Location of read-only 
magnetic tracks - Tracks I and 2. 

lSO/lEC 781 I-59 995, identification cards - Record- 
ing technique - Part 5: Location of read-write 
magnetic track - Track 3. 

lSO/lEC 10373:1993, Identification cards - Test 
methods. 

4 Definitions 

For the purposes of this part of lSO/IEC 7811, the de- 
finition of “identification card” given in lSO/IEC 7810 
and the following definition apply. 

4.1 primary standard: The primary standard is 
based on the Master Standard Reference Tape 
(computer amplitude reference) established by the 
United States National Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST). 

NOTE - The relationship between the Master Standard 
Reference Tape and secondary reference tapes SRM 3200 
is stated on the NIST certificate. 
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