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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION 
____________ 

 
SAFETY OF MACHINERY –  

ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT OF MACHINES –  
 

Part 32: Requirements for hoisting machines 
 
 

FOREWORD 

1) The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is a worldwide organization for standardization comprising 
all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The object of IEC is to promote 
international co-operation on all questions concerning standardization in the electrical and electronic fields. To 
this end and in addition to other activities, IEC publishes International Standards, Technical Specifications, 
Technical Reports, Publicly Available Specifications (PAS) and Guides (hereafter referred to as “IEC 
Publication(s)”). Their preparation is entrusted to technical committees; any IEC National Committee interested 
in the subject dealt with may participate in this preparatory work. International, governmental and non-
governmental organizations liaising with the IEC also participate in this preparation. IEC collaborates closely 
with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) in accordance with conditions determined by 
agreement between the two organizations. 

2) The formal decisions or agreements of IEC on technical matters express, as nearly as possible, an international 
consensus of opinion on the relevant subjects since each technical committee has representation from all 
interested IEC National Committees.  

3) IEC Publications have the form of recommendations for international use and are accepted by IEC National 
Committees in that sense. While all reasonable efforts are made to ensure that the technical content of IEC 
Publications is accurate, IEC cannot be held responsible for the way in which they are used or for any 
misinterpretation by any end user. 

4) To promote international uniformity, IEC National Committees undertake to apply IEC Publications transparently 
to the maximum extent possible in their national and regional publications. Any divergence between any IEC 
Publication and the corresponding national or regional publication shall be clearly indicated in the latter. 

5) IEC provides no marking procedure to indicate its approval and cannot be rendered responsible for any 
equipment declared to be in conformity with an IEC Publication. 

6) All users should ensure that they have the latest edition of this publication. 

7) No liability shall attach to IEC or its directors, employees, servants or agents including individual experts and 
members of its technical committees and IEC National Committees for any personal injury, property damage or 
other damage of any nature whatsoever, whether direct or indirect, or for costs (including legal fees) and 
expenses arising out of the publication, use of, or reliance upon, this IEC Publication or any other IEC 
Publications.  

8) Attention is drawn to the Normative references cited in this publication. Use of the referenced publications is 
indispensable for the correct application of this publication. 

9) Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this IEC Publication may be the subject of 
patent rights. IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

International Standard IEC 60204-32 has been prepared by IEC technical committee 44: Safety 
of machinery – Electrotechnical aspects. 

This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition published in 1998 and constitutes a 
technical revision. 

This edition includes the following significant technical changes with respect to the previous 
edition. 

a) Changes to IEC 60204-1, 5th edition (2005), have been incorporated, especially: 
– deletion of Clause 11 of the previous edition; 
– modification of the structure of equipotential bonding (Clause 8); 
– separation of control functions (Clause 9) and devices (Clause 10); 
– structure of technical documentation (Clause 17); 
– verification of protection by automatic disconnection of supply (18.2). 
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b) Subclause 9.2.7 on cableless controls has been modified. 

The text of this standard is based on the following documents: 

FDIS Report on voting 

44/574/FDIS 44/579/RVD 

 
Full information on the voting for the approval of this standard can be found in the report on 
voting indicated in the above table. 

This publication has been drafted in accordance with the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The following differences exist in some countries: 

– 4.3.1: The voltage characteristics of electricity supplied by public distribution systems are 
given in EN 50160:1999, Voltage characteristics of electricity supplied by public distribution 
systems (Europe); 

– 7.2.3: Disconnection of the neutral conductor is mandatory in a TN-S system (France); 
– 12.2, Table 5: Cross-sectional area is specified according to American Wire Gauge (AWG) 

(USA); 
– 13.2.2: For the protective conductor, the colour identification GREEN (with or without 

YELLOW stripes) is used as equivalent to the bicolour combination GREEN-AND-YELLOW 
(USA and Canada); 

– 13.2.3: The colour identification WHITE or NATURAL GREY is used for earthed neutral 
conductors instead of the colour identification LIGHT BLUE (USA and Canada); 

– 13.2.4: The colour YELLOW is used instead of ORANGE for that purpose (USA). 

The list of all the parts of the IEC 60204 series, under the general title Safety of machinery – 
Electrical equipment of machines, can be found on the IEC web site. 

The committee has decided that the contents of this publication will remain unchanged until the 
maintenance result date indicated on the IEC web site under "http://webstore.iec.ch" in the data 
related to the specific publication. At this date, the publication will be  

• reconfirmed, 
• withdrawn, 
• replaced by a revised edition, or 
• amended. 
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INTRODUCTION 

This part of IEC 60204 provides requirements and recommendations relating to the electrical 
equipment of hoisting machines so as to promote 

– safety of persons and property; 
– consistency of control response; 
– ease of maintenance. 

High performance is not to be obtained at the expense of the essential factors mentioned 
above. 

Figures 1 and 2 have been provided as an aid to understanding the interrelationship of the 
various elements of a hoisting machine and its associated equipment. Figure 1 is an overall 
block diagram of a typical material handling system (a group of cranes working together in a 
coordinated manner) and Figure 2 is a block diagram of a typical crane and associated 
equipment showing the various elements of the electrical equipment addressed in this 
standard. 
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Data links for information on 
ingoing/outgoing material carried, for 
example, by ship, barge, rail or truck 

Central seaport control station 
for 
material flow, 
stacking area control, 
logistics 

Seaport service 
control station 

Data for material flow 
Crane status 
Fault indication 

Local data system (LAN) via 
 

hard-wired systems 
cable-less systems 

Rail-mounted 
loading cranes 
(see Figure 2) 

Rubber-tyred 
transporter cranes
(see Figure 2) 

Stacking cranes,  
rail-mounted or 
rubber-tyred 
(see Figure 2) 

Terminal 

Material flow between 
ship, barge, rail, truck, stacking area and loading area 

IEC   256/08 
 

Figure 1 – Block diagram of combined working cranes in a typical material handling 
system in a seaport 
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Physical 
environment 

Warning signs 
Item designation 
Technical documentation 

Power supply 
Crane-supply-switch 
Conductor wires-bars 
Flexible supply cables 

On-board power supply 

Emergency switching off
Emergency stop 

Power distribution 

Transformers 
Special circuits 
Crane disconnectors 
Load holding devices 
Crane switch 
Protection against electric shock 
Crane structure as protective conductor 
Auxiliaries 

Diesel generator 

Operator control station 

Cabin control upon cranes 
 
Floor control 
–  Fixed control station 
–  Pendant control station 
–  Cableless control 

Crane control 

Relay control 
Electronic control 
Programmable logic control
On board computers 

Drives and motor control 

Power conductors 
Power electronics 
Converters 
Drive controls 

Data link to central 
control station 

Safeguards and warning devices 
Protection of the equipment 
Auxiliary circuits for cases of 
emergency 

Auxiliary drives 
Actuators 
Sensors 
Load holding devices 

Main drives 

Motors 
Brakes 

IEC   257/08  

Figure 2 – Block diagram of a typical crane and its associated electrical equipment 
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