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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies (ISO
member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO technical
committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been established has
the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in
liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical
Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting.
Publication as an International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

International Standard ISO 9703-3 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 121, Anaesthetic and respiratory
equipment, Subcommittee SC 3, Lung ventilators and related equipment.

ISO 9703 consists of the following parts, under the general title Anaesthesia and respiratory care alarm signals:

 Part 1: Visual alarm signals

 Part 2: Auditory alarm signals

 Part 3: Guidance on application of alarms

Annex A of this part of ISO 9703 is for information only.
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1

Anaesthesia and respiratory care alarm signals —

Part 3:
Guidance on application of alarms

1 Scope

This part of ISO 9703 provides guidelines for the application of alarms in equipment intended for use in anaesthesia
and respiratory care. Particular device standards take precedence over this part of ISO 9703.

2 Normative references

The following standards contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of this part of
ISO 9703. At the time of publication, the editions indicated were valid. All standards are subject to revision, and
parties to agreements based on this part of ISO 9703 are encouraged to investigate the possibility of applying the
most recent editions of the standards indicated below. Members of IEC and ISO maintain registers of currently valid
International Standards.

ISO 9703-1:1992, Anaesthesia and respiratory care alarm signals — Part 1:  Visual alarm signals.

ISO 9703-2:1994, Anaesthesia and respiratory care alarm signals — Part 2: Auditory alarm signals.

3 Definitions

For the purposes of this part of ISO 9703, the definitions in ISO 9703-1 and ISO 9703-2 and the following definitions
apply.

3.1
activated
state of a system in which it is capable of performing its intrinsic function

3.2
default alarm settings
alarm settings intrinsic to the system, which are preset by the manufacturer, a user, or an operator and which the
system itself sets, without further intervention, when the alarm system is activated

3.3
disable
inactivate an alarm function

3.4
inhibition
suppression, until revoked intentionally, of alarm signals

3.5
latched alarm
alarm signal for which the visual and auditory components do not stop when the conditions necessary for activation
no longer exist, when limits are restored or when the abnormal patient condition no longer exists
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