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ISO 11643:1993(E) 

Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide 
federation of national Standards bodies (ISO member bodies). The work 
of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Esch member body interested in a subject for 
which a technical committee has been established has the right to be re- 
presented on that committee. International organizations, governmental 
and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO 
collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission 
(1 EC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are 
circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an International 
Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting 
a vote. 

International Standard ISO 11643 was prepared by the Fastness Tests 
Commission of the International Union of Leather Technologists and 
Chemists Societies (IUF Commission, IULTCS). lt is based on IUF 434 
published in J. Sec. Leather Tech. Chem., 75, pp. 30-32 (1991) and de- 
clared an official method of the IULTCS in September 1991. 

Annexes A, B and C of this International Standard are for information only. 

0 ISO 1993 
All rights reserved. Unless otherwise specified, no part of this publication may be reproduced 
or utilized in any form or by any means, electronie or mechanical, including photocopying and 
microfilm, without Permission in writing from the publisher. 
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0 ISO ISO 11643:1993(E) 

Introduction 

The testing of leather to determine its colour fastness to dry-cleaning tan 
be done in different ways to achieve different aims. Small leather samples 
may be tested to assess the fastness to dry-cleaning of leather dyes and 
finishes, or of the finished leather itself. Whole garments, or composite 
Parts thereof, may be tested to give guidance to the dry-cleaner as to the 
process to be used and/or to the garment manufacturer regarding the label 
to be used to mark the garment. The test method specified in this Inter- 
national Standard covers only the testing of small leather samples in the 
absence of any other materials (accessories, adhesives, etc.) that may in- 
fluence the dry-cleanability of the finished article. Moreover, it does not 
consider changes in leather properties, such as the handling character- 
istics or area stability, as the samples are too small. lt should not therefore 
be used to provide the dry-cleaner with guidance as to the process to be 
employed for cleaning. 

Dry-cleaning using a solvent containing a detergent is common practice in 
some countries, while other countries do not use detergents in dry- 
cleaning. Cleaning solutions with a detergent have therefore been included 
(in annex A) so they may be used, if necessary, for specific applications. 

The original draft of this International Standard included R 113 as a solvent, 
as it is still used quite frequently for dry-cleaning of leather. However, for 
environmental reasons, its use will be banned in many countries by 1995, 
and therefore R 113 was not included in the final draft. 
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