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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

GUIDELINES FOR ENSURING THE COHERENCY
OF IEC PUBLICATIONS -
APPLICATION OF HORIZONTAL STANDARDS

FOREWORD
1) The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is a worldwide organization for izatjon comprising
all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The } E is\to promote
international co-operation on all questions concerning standardization in the e i 5 fields. To
this end and in addition to other activities, IEC publishes International Standards S ffications,
Technical Reports, Publicly Available Specifications (PAS) and Guige € to as “IEC

Publication(s)”). Their preparation is entrusted to technical committees;
in the subject dealt with may participate in this preparatory wo

consensus of opinion on the relevant subjects since £
interested IEC National Committees.

assessment seryi
services carried ®

7) No liability shall dttash™t ts di ors, employees, servants or agents including individual experts and
members of its technical d'IEC National Committees for any personal injury, property damage or
other damagé o Y aturs tsoever, whether direct or indirect, or for costs (including legal fees) and
expenses aksing ou{ eation, use of, or reliance upon, this IEC Publication or any other IEC

indispensable forthe sorres

9) Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this IEC Publication may be the subject of
patent rights. IEC shafl not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

application of this publication.

This second edition of IEC Guide 108 has been prepared, in accordance with ISO/IEC
Directives, Part 1, Annex A, by the Standardization Management Board (SMB). This is a
mandatory guide in accordance with SMB Decision 136/8.

This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition published in 1994.

The principal changes are an emphasis on horizontal standards, as a means of ensuring
technical coherence in IEC publications, as well as the role of the SMB in designating
horizontal standards.
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The text of this IEC Guide is based on the following documents:

Four months' vote Report on voting

C/1405/DV C/1437/RV

Full information on the voting for the approval of this Guide can be found in the report on voting
indicated in the above table.

This publication has been drafted in accordance with the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.
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