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EN 55020/IS2

Interpretation Sheet 2 

EN 55020:2002 

English version 

___________ 

Foreword 
This Interpretation Sheet to the European Standard EN 55020:2002 was prepared by the Interpretation Panel 
of the Technical Committee CENELEC TC 210, Electromagnetic compatibility (EMC). The text of the draft 
was submitted to the Unique Acceptance Procedure and was approved by CENELEC on 2006-07-01. 

 

Subclause 4.3.4 – Requirements for screening effectiveness 
Requirements for screening effectiveness apply to the coaxial antenna terminals, if any. 

Measurements shall be made in accordance with 5.5. 

Background: 
One of the immunity tests described in EN 55020:2002, is the measurement of screening effectiveness 
(Subclause 4.3.4). The method prescribed in the standard requires that testing is made in accordance with 
5.5 by using the so called active measurement test method. 

It was recently discovered that due to technical reason, the active test method could not be used on digital 
products and gave inconsistent results when used for testing analogue products. 

These issues were discussed at the CISPR I/WG1 meeting held in Shanghai in September 2004 and a Task 
Force was set up to investigate further these claims. The Task Force (TF) met in Hamburg in February 2005 
and following in depth discussions, and investigations by TF members, it was decided that a proposal would 
be made to CISPR I/WG 1 (currently in preparation) to modify CISPR 20 Ed 5.0. The modification proposed 
would be to re-introduce the already known passive test method (last listed in CISPR 20 1985) which was 
found to be more suitable for both analogue and digital products and gives comparable results with the active 
method. 

Question:  
Is it allowed to use the passive method as described in EN 55020:1988 for products where the active method 
is not suitable? 

Interpretation:  
For products affected by the condition described above, as an alternative to the active Screening 
Effectiveness test method described in EN 55020:2002, it is allowed to use the passive test method 
described in EN 55020:1988. 

 

Validity:  
This interpretation remains valid until an amendment or updated standard dealing with these issues is 
published by CENELEC.  

__________ 
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