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 ICS 29.260.20  

INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION 

____________ 

 
IEC 60079-1 

Edition 7.0   2014-06 
 
 

EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES –  
 

Part 1: Equipment protection by flameproof enclosures "d" 
 
 

I N T E R P R E T A T I O N  S H E E T  1  
 
 
 

This interpretation sheet has been prepared by IEC technical committee 31: Equipment for 
explosive atmospheres. 

The text of this interpretation sheet is based on the following documents: 

DISH Report on voting 

31/1536/DISH 31/1542/RVDISH 

 
Full information on the voting for the approval of this interpretation sheet can be found in the 
report on voting indicated in the above table.  

 

___________ 

 

IEC 60079-1:2014 Edition 7.0, Explosive atmospheres – Part 1: Equipment protection by 
flameproof enclosures "d" 

Question 1: 

The requirements given in 13.1 of IEC 60079-1:2014 (Edition 7) restrict threaded entries for 
flameproof enclosures to only metric and NPT. Does this restriction represent a major 
technical change between IEC 60079-1:2014 (Edition 7) and IEC 60079-1:2007 (Edition 6)?  

Answer 1: 

Yes, the restriction to only metric and NPT regarding threaded entries for flameproof 
enclosures does represent a major technical change between IEC 60079-1:2014 (Edition 7) 
and IEC 60079-1:2007 (Edition 6). The requirements given in Clause 13 of IEC 60079-1:2007 
(Edition 6) had no such normative restriction, with reference to metric and NPT only as 
examples of threaded entries for flameproof enclosures. 
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 – 2 – IEC 60079-1:2014/ISH1:2020 
 IEC 2020 

While IEC 60079-1:2014 (Edition 7) only permits the use of metric and NPT threads for entry 
into flameproof enclosures, cable glands/conduit entry devices, thread adapters and blanking 
elements are permitted to use other thread forms (see Annex C of IEC 60079-1:2014 
(Edition 7)). 

NOTE 1 The intention of the restriction to only metric and NPT regarding threaded entries for flameproof 
enclosures is to minimize the mismatch of thread forms in enclosure entries.  

NOTE 2 In the Foreword of IEC 60079-1:2014 (Edition 7), the table detailing the significance of the changes 
between IEC 60079-1:2014 (Edition 7) and IEC 60079-1:2007 (Edition 6) mistakenly did not identify this metric and 
NPT restriction as a major technical change. Unfortunately, the IEC Directives do not permit a corrigendum to be 
issued to correct errors in non-normative text such as the table detailing the significance of changes. 

Question 2: 

Where a thread adapter is fitted and assessed as a factory-assembled part of the flameproof 
enclosure, what are the permitted thread forms?  

Answer 2: 

A thread adapter may use thread forms other than metric and NPT, whether as an Ex 
Equipment thread adapter or as a thread adapter fitted and assessed as a factory-assembled 
part of the flameproof enclosure (see Annex C of IEC 60079-1:2014 (Edition 7)). 

Question 3: 

Can a blanking element be installed in a thread adapter which is fitted and assessed as a 
factory-assembled part of the flameproof enclosure? 

Answer 3: 

Yes, the requirements given in Clause 13 of IEC 60079-1:2014 (Edition 7) regarding thread 
adapters are for separately certified Ex equipment thread adapters, not those fitted and 
assessed as a factory-assembled part of the flameproof enclosure. 

Question 4: 

What is the required marking when a thread adapter is fitted and assessed as a factory-
assembled part of the flameproof enclosure? 

Answer 4: 

Clause 13 of IEC 60079-1:2014 (Edition 7) requires identification of the specific thread type 
and size of threaded entries into flameproof enclosures. In the case where the thread adapter 
is fitted and assessed as a factory-assembled part of the flameproof enclosure, the 
requirement for identification applies to the thread form of the adapter for the field wiring 
connection. 
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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION 

____________ 

 
EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES –  

 
Part 1: Equipment protection by flameproof enclosures “d” 

 
 

FOREWORD 

1) The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is a worldwide organization for standardization comprising 
all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The object of IEC is to promote 
international co-operation on all questions concerning standardization in the electrical and electronic fields. To 
this end and in addition to other activities, IEC publishes International Standards, Technical Specifications, 
Technical Reports, Publicly Available Specifications (PAS) and Guides (hereafter referred to as “IEC 
Publication(s)”). Their preparation is entrusted to technical committees; any IEC National Committee interested 
in the subject dealt with may participate in this preparatory work. International, governmental and non-
governmental organizations liaising with the IEC also participate in this preparation. IEC collaborates closely 
with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) in accordance with conditions determined by 
agreement between the two organizations. 

2) The formal decisions or agreements of IEC on technical matters express, as nearly as possible, an international 
consensus of opinion on the relevant subjects since each technical committee has representation from all 
interested IEC National Committees.  

3) IEC Publications have the form of recommendations for international use and are accepted by IEC National 
Committees in that sense. While all reasonable efforts are made to ensure that the technical content of IEC 
Publications is accurate, IEC cannot be held responsible for the way in which they are used or for any 
misinterpretation by any end user. 

4) In order to promote international uniformity, IEC National Committees undertake to apply IEC Publications 
transparently to the maximum extent possible in their national and regional publications. Any divergence 
between any IEC Publication and the corresponding national or regional publication shall be clearly indicated in 
the latter. 

5) IEC itself does not provide any attestation of conformity. Independent certification bodies provide conformity 
assessment services and, in some areas, access to IEC marks of conformity. IEC is not responsible for any 
services carried out by independent certification bodies. 

6) All users should ensure that they have the latest edition of this publication. 

7) No liability shall attach to IEC or its directors, employees, servants or agents including individual experts and 
members of its technical committees and IEC National Committees for any personal injury, property damage or 
other damage of any nature whatsoever, whether direct or indirect, or for costs (including legal fees) and 
expenses arising out of the publication, use of, or reliance upon, this IEC Publication or any other IEC 
Publications.  

8) Attention is drawn to the Normative references cited in this publication. Use of the referenced publications is 
indispensable for the correct application of this publication. 

9) Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this IEC Publication may be the subject of 
patent rights. IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This redline version of the official IEC Standard allows the user to identify the changes 
made to the previous edition. A vertical bar appears in the margin wherever a change 
has been made. Additions are in green text, deletions are in strikethrough red text. 
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International Standard IEC 60079-1 has been prepared by IEC technical committee 31: 
Equipment for explosive atmospheres. 

This seventh edition cancels and replaces the sixth edition, published in 2007, and constitutes 
a technical revision. 

The significance of the changes between IEC 60079-1, Edition 7.0 (2014) and IEC 60079-1 
Edition 6.0 (2007) (including Corrigendum 1 (2008)), is as listed below: 

 Type 

Explanation of the significance of the changes Clause Minor and 
editorial 
changes 

Extension Major 
technical 
changes 

Normative references 

(Removal of the edition date from the reference for 
IEC 60079-0) 

2 X   

Requirements for level of protection “da” 

(Catalytic sensors of portable combustible gas detectors) 

4.2  X  

Requirements for level of protection “dc” 

(“Enclosed break” devices from IEC 60079-15) 

4.4, 15.5 X   

Flameproof joints, General requirements 

(Documentation clarification and examples of corrosion 
inhibiting grease) 

5.1 X   

Flameproof joints, General requirements 

(Specific Conditions of Use that joints are not intended to 
be repaired) 

5.1  X  

Flameproof joints, General requirements 

(Electroplating more than 0,008 mm thick) 

5.1  X  

Non-threaded joints, Gap (i) 

(Intentional gaps between surface for flanged joints) 

5.2.2 X   

Serrated joints 

(Use and test requirements) 
5.2.8 X   

Multi-step joints 

(Not less than 3 adjacent segments and two path changes) 

5.2.9  X  

Minimum width of joint and maximum gap for enclosures of 
groups IIA and IIB 

(Maximum gaps for flanged, cylindrical or spigot joints of 
9,5 mm minimum width and volume greater than 2 000 cm3) 

Table 2  X  

Minimum width of joint and maximum gap for enclosures of 
groups I, IIA, IIB and IIC 

(ISO 80000-1 for constructional value rounding) 

Table 2, 
Table 3 

X   

Cylindrical threaded joints 

(ISO 965-1 standard in respect of thread form or quality of fit) 

Table 4 X   

Taper threaded joints 

(External and internal thread construction) 

Table 5 X   

Cemented joints 

(Supplemental mechanical means of securement) 

6.1.2   C1 

Cemented joints 

(Evaluation criteria if there is leakage) 

6.1.2  X  

Fused glass joints 

(Glass-to-metal joints) 

6.2  X  
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 Type 

Explanation of the significance of the changes Clause Minor and 
editorial 
changes 

Extension Major 
technical 
changes 

Thermal tests of breathing and draining devices 

(Temperature class based on external surface temperature 
after the 10 min test period) 

10.9.3.2 X   

Test of the ability of the breathing and draining device to 
withstand pressure 

(Relocated from before thermal tests to after the non-
transmission test) 

10.9.3.4 X   

Ex component certificate 

(Service temperature range for non-metallic enclosures per 
IEC 60079-0) 

10.9.4 X   

Fasteners and openings 

(Relocation of blanking element content to 13.8 and C.2.3) 

11 X   

Fasteners and openings, Property class or yield stress 

(Certificate specific condition of use) 

11.3 X   

Fasteners and openings 

(Openings in the wall of the enclosure) 

11.8 X   

Materials 

(Material limitation in acetylene atmospheres) 

12.8   C2 

Entries for flameproof enclosures, General 

(Metric and NPT threaded entries) 

13.1 X   

Entries for flameproof enclosures, General 

(Group I non-threaded joints) 

13.1  X  

Entries for flameproof enclosures, Non-threaded holes 

(Group I application) 

13.3  X  

Entries for flameproof enclosures, Cable glands 

(Group I application) 

13.4  X  

Cable glands, Conduit sealing devices 

(Documentation to facilitate mounting) 

13.4,13.5 X   

Plugs and sockets and cable couplers 

(Load requirement for arc-quenching test) 

13.6.4   C3 

Bushings 

(Documentation to facilitate mounting) 

13.7 X   

Blanking elements 

(Relocated from Clause 11) 

13.8 X   

Verification and tests 

(Maximum surface temperature conditions) 

Table 6 X   

Type tests 

(Sequence and number of samples for tests) 

15 X   

Determination of explosion pressure, General 

(Devices that can cause turbulence) 

15.2.2.2 X   

Determination of explosion pressure, General 

(Number of tests for Group IIC) 

15.2.2.2 X   

Determination of explosion pressure, General 

(Pressure pilling for Group IIB) 

15.2.2.4 X   
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