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Foreword

The text of the International Standard 1ISO 14012:1996 has been
prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 207 "Environmental
management"” in collaboration with the Technical Board of CEN/CS.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national
standard, either by publication of an identical text or by
endorsement, at the latest by April 1997, and conflicting national
standards shall be withdrawn at the latest by April 1997.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national
- standards organizations of the following countries are bound to
implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, ltaly,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland and the United Kingdom.

Endorsement notice

The text of the International Standafd ISO 14012:1996 was
approved by CEN as a European Standard without any modification.
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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide fed-
eration of national standards bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of
preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which
a technical committee has been established has the right to be represented
on that committee. International organizations, governmental and non-
governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collabo-
rates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on
all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are cir-
culated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an International
Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting
apvote:

International Standard ISO 14012 was prepared by Technical Committee
ISOITC 207, "Environmental-management, Subcommittee SC 2, Environ-
mental auditing and related environmental investigations.

Annexes A;Brand:Ciofthis International-Standard are for information only.
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Introduction

To support the application of environmental management systems and en-
vironmental auditing, guidance is needed on qualification criteria for en-
vironmental auditors. The aim of this International Standard is to provide
such guidance.

Internal auditors need the same set of competencies as external auditors
but may not meet in all respects the detailed criteria described in this Inter-
national Standard, depending upon such factors as

— the size, nature, complexity and environmental impacts of the organ-
ization;

— the rate of development of the relevant expertise and experience
within the organization.
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Guidelines for environmental auditing — Qualification criteria for

environmental auditors

1 Scope

This International Standard provides guidance on
qualification criteria for environmental auditors and
lead auditors and is applicable to both internal and
external auditors. Criteria for the selection and com-
position of audit teams are net-included;reference, is
made to 1ISO 14011 for information on these‘subjects.

NOTE — This International Standard has bheen“developed
in parallel with the development of International Standards
on general principles of environmental auditing (1ISO:14010)
and on guidelines for auditing of .environmental manage-
ment systems (ISO 14011) specifically. It may. require re-
vision, if and when ISO develops detailed guidance on other
types of environmental audits.

2 Normative reference

The following standards contain provisions which,
through reference in this text, constitute provisions of
this International Standard. At the time of publication,
the editions indicated were valid. All standards are
subject to revision, and parties to agreements based
on this International Standard are encouraged to in-
vestigate the possibility of applying the most recent
editions of the standard indicated below. Members of
IEC and ISO maintain registers of currently valid Inter-
national standards.

ISO 14001:1996, Environmental management sys-
tems — Specification with guidance for use.

ISO 14010:1996, Guidelines for environmental audit-
ing — General principles.

ISO 14011:1996, Guidelines for environmental audit-
ing — Audit procedures — Auditing of environmental
management systems.

3 Definitions

For the purposes of this International Standard, the
definitions given in 1SO 14010 and I1SO 14011 apply,
together with the following.

NOTE = Terfms and'definitions in the field of environmental
management are given in ISO 14050.

3.1
environmental auditor
person qualified to perform environmental audits

3.2

lead environmental auditor

person qualified to manage and perform environ-
mental audits

3.3

degree

recognized national or international degree, or
equivalent qualification, normally obtained after sec-
ondary education, through a minimum of three years
formal full-time, or equivalent part-time, study

3.4

secondary education

that part of the national educational system that comes
after the primary or elementary stage, but that is
completed immediately prior to entrance to a university
or similar establishment

4 Education and work experience

Auditors should have completed at least secondary
education, or equivalent.
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