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CR 12968:1597

Foreword

This CEN Report was approved by the CEN BT under Resolution C 80/1996 and has been further
checked and modified in the light of Commission Decision 97/265/EC of 16 April 1997 on the
recognition of EN ISO 14001:1996 in relation to Council Regulation (EEC) No 1836/93 of 29 June

1993.

1.0

Introduction

Registration to the European Union’s Eco-Management and Audit (EMAS) Regulation
(Regulation 93/1836/EEC of 29th June, 1993) can be obtaineddirectly by companies which
demonstrate to an accredited verifier that their environmental management system (EMS),
audit procedures and environmental statement fully meet the detailed requirements of the
EMAS Regulation.

Article 12 of the EMAS Regulation also provides for the use of recognized standards
(national, European or international) for EMS and environmental auditing as a route to
EMAS registration. Furthermore, Article 12 allows verifiers to accept certificates of
compliance with standards as denoting compliance with elements of EMAS (the extent of
the correspondence is recorded in Commission of the European Union [CEU] decisions). To
benefit from these arrangements users of stahdards/must'hold aleurrent certificate issued by a
third party certification body which, is using. certification procedures recognized by the
Commission. The accreditation”of these ‘certification bodies must be recognized in the
Member State in which the site to be verified is located. Neither unaccredited certification
nor self-declaration of compliance is acceptable under the EMAS Regulation.

This document provides a clause by clause comparison analysis of the EMAS Regulation
and the relevant elements of EN ISO 14001 “Environmental Management Systems -
Specification with Guidance for Use” and the appropriate parts of the ISO 14010, 14011,
14012 standards on environmental auditing. During this comparison analysis a number of
issues were highlighted as potential discrepancies between EMAS and the EN ISO
standards.

Users of EN ISO 14001 and the three auditing standards should be aware that although these
standards are similar in many respects to the EMAS Regulation there are detailed differences
in the approach taken. These differences arise from the fact that the two systems were
developed at different times in different fora.

A document which highlights the differences between the two systems and offers guidance
to users on how best to ensure compliance with the Regulation is available as a separate
document (CEN Report 12969). It aims to:

a) identify those few areas where EMAS establishes some environmental
management system and environmental auditing requirements which are not
specifically covered by the EN ISO 14000 Standards;
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b) identify and highlight those areas where the agreement of elements of the EN ISO
14000 series of Standards and the requirements of EMAS may not be readily
apparent; and

c) identify EMAS requirements outside the scope of the EN ISO 14000 series of
Standards.

The following table provides the comparison analysis between EMAS and the EN ISO
Standards.
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