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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

APPLIANCE COUPLERS FOR HOUSEHOLD
AND SIMILAR GENERAL PURPOSES -

Part 1: General requirements

FOREWORD

this end and in addition to other activities, IEC publishes International
Technical Reports, Publicly Available Specifications (PAS) and Guides

governmental organizations liaising with the IEC also partlmpate i
with the International Organlzatlon for Standardization (ISO

interested IEC National Committees.

IEC Publications have the form of recom and are accepted by IEC National
Committees in that sense. While all reasonab S re that the technical content of IEC
Publications is accurate, IEC cannot be heid i the way in which they are used or for any
misinterpretation by any end user.

the latter.

IEC itself does nof provide
assessment sery i
services carried oyt by |

AttentionN M 1o ative references cited in this publication. Use of the referenced publications is
et application of this publication.

Attention is draw! e possibility that some of the elements of this IEC Publication may be the subject of
patent rights. IEC shail not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

This consolidated version of the official IEC Standard and its amendment has been prepared
for user convenience.

1EC 60320-1 edition 3.1 contains the third edition (2015-06) [documents 23G/345/FDIS and
23G/346/RVD] and its corrigenda 1 (2016-01) and 2 (2019-05), and its amendment 1 (2018-09)
[documents 23G/405/FDIS and 23G/409/RVD].

In this Redline version, a vertical line in the margin shows where the technical content is
modified by amendment 1. Additions are in green text, deletions are in strikethrough red text. A
separate Final version with all changes accepted is available in this publication.
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International Standard IEC 60320-1 has been prepared by subcommittee 23G: Appliance
couplers, of IEC technical committee 23: Electrical accessories.

This third edition constitutes a technical revision.

This edition includes the following significant technical changes with respect to the previous
edition:

a) Standard sheets moved from IEC 60320-1 to IEC 60320-3.
b) Clarification of requirements for non-standardized appliance couplers.

The French version of this standard has not been voted upon.

Part 1 is to be used in conjunction
applicable.

IEC 60320-2-1, Appliance couplers for F
Sewing machine couplers

IEC 60320-3, A
Standard sheets a

the contents of the base publication and its amendment will
stability date indicated on the IEC web site under

e reconfirmed,

e withdrawn,
e replaced by a revised edition, or
e amended.

IMPORTANT - The 'colour inside’' logo on the cover page of this publication indicates
that it contains colours which are considered to be useful for the correct
understanding of its contents. Users should therefore print this document using a
colour printer.
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APPLIANCE COUPLERS FOR HOUSEHOLD
AND SIMILAR GENERAL PURPOSES -

Part 1: General requirements

1 Scope

This part of IEC 60320 sets the general requirements for appliance couplers for two poles and
two poles with earth contact and for the connection of electrical deviceg for~ousehold and
similar onto the mains supply.

Appliance couplers complying with this part of IEC 60 SUi e for normal use at
ambient temperatures not normally exceeding +40.° ira ¥€ over a period of 24 h
does not exceed +35 °C, with a lower limjt of the ¥ ture of =5 °C.

— use in place of plug and socket-outlet s

— use in place of devig i i inaikxes (DCLs) according to IEC 61995 or

NOTE Requirements for d

2 Normative@ o

referenced document (including any

irontental testing — Part 2-31: Tests — Test Ec: Rough handling shocks,

primarily for equiptaeni-type specimens

IEC 60068-2-60, Environmental testing — Part 2-60: Tests — Test Ke: Flowing mixed gas
corrosion test

IEC 60068-2-75, Environmental testing — Part 2-75: Tests — Test Eh: Hammer tests

IEC 60112, Method for the determination of the proof and the comparative tracking indices of
solid insulating materials

IEC 60227 (all parts), Polyvinyl chloride insulated cables of rated voltages up to and including
450/750 V

IEC 60245 (all parts), Rubber insulated cables — Rated voltages up to and including
450/750 V
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IEC 60320 (all parts), Appliance couplers for household and similar general purposes

IEC 60320-3:2014, Appliance couplers for household and similar general purposes — Part 3:
Standard sheets and gauges

IEC 60417, Graphical symbols for use on equipment (available from: http://www.graphical-
symbols.info/equipment)

IEC 60664-1:2007, Insulation coordination for equipment within low voltage systems — Part 1:
Principles, requirements and tests

IEC 60695-2-10:2000, Fire hazard testing — Part 2-10: Glowing/hot-wire ba
Glow-wire apparatus and common test procedure

d test methods —

IEC 60695-2-11:2000, Fire hazard testing — Part 2-11: Glowing/hot<wirg b 3 afhods —
Glow-wire flammability test method for end-products (GWEPT)

IEC 60999-1, Connectlhg
screw-type and screw
requirements for,

Part 1: General requirements and particular
8 from 0,2 mm? up to 35 mm?2 (included)

For the purposes™e document, the following terms and definitions apply.

3.1
appliance coupler
means enabling the connection and disconnection of an appliance or equipment to the supply

SEE: Figure 1.
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3) 4)

4
Apparatus :l Apparatus :l

t—— = - IEC
1 Plug 5 Plug connector (see 3.2.1)
2 Connector (see 3.1.1) 6 Cord set (see 3.5)
3 Appliance inlet (see 3.1.2) 7 Interconnection cord s&t\|
4 Appliance outlet (see 3.2.2)

Figure 1 — Intended use of appliance

3.1.1

connector

part of the appliance coupler integral with, or int
to the supply

0, one cord connected

SEE: Figure 1.
[SOURCE: IEC 60050-442:1998, 442-(

3.1.2
appliance inlet
part of the appliance

separate part in@

SEE: Figure 1.

3.2

SEE: Figure

Note 1 to entry: An interconnection coupler is a type of appliance coupler.

3.2.1
plug connector
part of the interconnection coupler integral with or intended to be attached to one cord

SEE: Figure 1.

[SOURCE: IEC 60050-442:1998, 442-07-09]
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