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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies (ISO member
bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO Technical Committees. Each
member body interested in a subject for which a Technical Committee has been established has the right to be reprensented
on that committee. International organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the
work. ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical
standardization.

Draft International Standards adopted by the Technical Committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting.
Publication as an International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

International Standard ISO 11537 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 135, Non-destructive testing,
Subcommittee SC 5, Radiation methods.

Annexes A, B and C of this International Standard are for information only.
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Introduction

This International Standard is intended to provide guidelines for the production of neutron radiographs that possess
consistent quality characteristics, and as an aid to the user in determining the suitability of thermal neutron radiographic
inspection for a particular application.

Recommended practices are stated without detailed discussion of the technical background for the preference.
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Non-destructive testing — Thermal neutron radiographic
testing — General principles and basic rules

Radiation protection - Health warning

Exposure of any part of the human body to neutrons, X- or gamma rays can be injurious to health. It is therefore
essential that whenever neutron radiographic equipment or radioactive sources are used, adequate precautions
should be taken to protect the radiographer and any other person in the vicinity.

Limits for the safe levels of neutron, X- or gamma radiation as well as the recommended practice for radiation
protection are those valid in different countries. If there are no official regulations or recommendations in a country,
the latest recommendations of the International Commission on Radiological Protection should be applied.

1 Scope

This International Standard specifies the basic practices and conditions that are to be observed for thermal neutron
radiography of materials and components for flaw detection. It is concerned with techniques using photosensitive film as a
recording medium. However, it recognizes that alternative methods of imaging may be used more widely in the future. The
scope includes neutron production and collimation methods, converter screen selection, radiographic film, neutron
radiographic inspection techniques and the type of material to be inspected. This practice is generally applicable to specific
material combinations, processes and techniques.

2 Background material

A glossary of terms relating to neutron radiography is presented in annex A. Attenuation of neutrons in matter is presented in
annex B.

3 Neutron radiography method

Neutron radiography and X-radiography share some similarities but produce different results when applied to the same
object. Neutrons replace X-rays as the penetrating beam of radiation whose intensity is modulated by an object, resulting in
a film image of the features of the object. Since the absorption characteristics of materials for X-rays and neutrons are very
different, the two techniques generally tend to complement one another. Neutron and X-ray attenuation coefficients,
presented in figure 1 as a function of atomic number, are a measure of this difference.

iTeh STANDARD PREVIEW
(standards.iteh.ai)

ISO 11537:1998
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/sist/b99c692b-af93-424f-8293-

0f4ae18ed22a/iso-11537-1998



ISO 11537:1998(E) © ISO

2

Figure 1 — A comparison of mass attenuation coefficients for thermal neutrons and X-rays
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4 Facilities

A neutron radiography facility typically includes a source of thermal neutrons, a neutron beam collimator, a conversion
screen, film and an exposure cassette. A schematic diagram of a representative neutron radiography facility is shown in
figure 2.

Key

1 Shielding 7 Divergent neutron beam
2 Neutron source 8 Object
3 Moderator 9 Film
4 Gamma filter 10 Emulsion
5 Aperture - diameter (D) 11 Conversion screen
6 Collimator 12 Length (L)

Figure 2 — Typical neutron radiography facility with divergent collimator

5 Neutron sources

Neutron sources suitable for thermal neutron radiography can be classified into three general categories:

— radioactive isotopes;

— sealed tubes and accelerators of particles; and

—nuclear reactors.

Each of these sources produces high-energy neutrons that require moderation (slowing down) to thermal energies. This can
be accomplished by surrounding the neutron source with beryllium, graphite, water, oil, plastic or some other moderator
material.
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5.1 Isotopic sources

Isotopic sources have the advantage of being small and portable but because of their relatively low neutron yield require long
exposure times to achieve a given radiographic quality. Many isotopic sources have been used for neutron radiography and
the most common of these are shown in table 1. Californium (252 Cf) is one of the most popular isotopic sources used for
thermal neutron radiography because of its low neutron energy and small physical size which permit efficient moderation and
high total neutron yield.

Table 1 — Radioactive sources for neutron radiography

Radiation source Reaction Half-life Remarks

241Am-242 Cm-Be (α, n) 163 days high neutron yield but short half-life

241Am-Be (α, n)        458 years gamma easily shielded, very long half-life

210Po-Be (α, n) 138 days low gamma background, short half-life

124Sb-Be (g, n)   60 days high gamma background, short half-life, high
neutron yield, easily moderated

252Cf spontaneous fission 2,65 years small size, high neutron yield, long half-life, and
easy moderation of neutron energies make this
an attractive portable source

5.2 Accelerator sources

Sealed tubes and low-voltage accelerators utilizing the 3H(d,n)4He reaction, high-energy X-ray machines utilizing the (x, n)
reaction, and Van de Graaff accelerators and cyclotrons using charged-particle neutron reactions have been used as
neutron sources for thermal neutron radiography. The targets of these accelerators are surrounded by materials that will
moderate the neutrons to thermal energies. The thermal neutron fluence rate of accelerator sources before collimation can
be as high as 109 neutrons cm-2 sec-1.

5.3  Nuclear reactors

Nuclear reactors are a preferred neutron source for thermal neutron radiography because of their high neutron yield. The
high neutron intensity makes it possible to provide a tightly collimated beam and high-resolution radiographs can be
produced with a relatively short exposure time. Some of the disadvantages of using nuclear reactors for neutron radiography
are the high cost of installation and operation, lack of portability, and vulnerability to strict and complex regulation.

6 Neutron collimators

Neutrons are emitted in all directions from a source and are further scattered randomly by the moderator. A means of
collimating thermal neutrons into a beam is provided to produce a high quality neutron radiograph. A well collimated thermal
neutron beam coupled with the ability to place the object being inspected close to the imaging system will provide the best
radiographic resolution.

6.1 General collimator design considerations

Neutron collimators utilize materials having a high cross section for the absorption of thermal neutrons such as boron or
cadmium. These materials should be applied to maximize the number of neutrons reaching the imaging system directly form
the source and minimize the number of neutrons scattered back into the beam. Often, a combination of materials is used to
achieve the best neutron collimation and to mask out unwanted secondary radiation from the beam. It is sometimes
necessary to use materials, such as lithium carbonate, that produce neutron capture decay products that will not result in
fogging of the imaging film. Materials that have a high neutron scattering cross section, such as hydrogeneous materials, or
materials that emit radiation during neutron capture that may fog the imaging film should not be used indiscriminately near
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the imaging system. Examples of this latter class of materials include indium, dysprosium and cadmium. Film fogging may
also result from the 470 keV gamma ray produced by neutron capture in boron.

The spatial resolution of a neutron radiography system is influenced by the length (L) of the collimator, the diameter, or
longest dimension of the inlet aperture (D) and aperture shape. The ratio of L /D is used generally to describe the effective
collimation of the system. For example, if the L /D ratio of a system is several hundred, one can expect the system to be
capable of producing radiographs of higher resolution than a system having an L /D of 10. Although L /D is an important
measure of system capability, other factors, such as object size and scattering characteristics, obviously affect the ultimate
radiographic quality that can be achieved. In addition to the L /D value, the L value itself is important. Because the L value is
finite, a separation, l, between the object and imaging device results in an unsharpness in the image described by
magnification factor L /(L-l).

6.2 Collimator types

Although there have been many different collimator designs that have been used experimentally, few of these have survived
for use in commercial neutron radiograph facilities. The need to radiography relatively large objects has led to the
widespread use of the divergent collimator design shown in figure 2. The divergent collimator consists of a tapered channel
made of neutron-absorbing material and originating at its small end (inlet aperture) at the source of highest neutron flux in the
moderator.

Another collimator type worthy of note is the pinhole collimator shown in figure 3. High resolution neutron radiography can be
produced with systems utilizing pinhole collimators. The pinhole is fabricated from material such as cadmium, gadolinium or
boron which have a very high attenuation for thermal neutrons.

Key

1 Shielding 7 Object
2 Neutron source 8 Film
3 Moderator 9 Emulsion
4 Gamma filter 10 Conversion screen
5 Pinhole aperture diameter (D) 11 Length (L)

6 Diverging neutron beam

Figure 3 — Typical neutron radiography facility with pinhole collimator
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6.3 Beam filters

It is often desirable to minimize the gamma radiation that contaminates the neutron beam. This gamma radiation comes from
the neutron source and can cause film fogging and reduced image contrast. Filters made of lead or bismuth may be installed
near the collimator inlet to reduce this unwanted gamma radiation in the beam. When using a bismuth filter it is advisable to
encase the filter in a sealed aluminium can to prevent the spread of alpha contamination due to the 210Po producted by the
neutron capture reaction in 209Bi.

6.4 Neutron scattering

Back-scattered radiation from the walls or equipment can be reduced by masking the neutron beam to the smallest practical
exposure area and by the careful use of neutron absorber and gamma shielding materials. Back-scattered radiation can be
detected by placing a marker made of neutron absorbing material such as gadolinium and a marker made of gamma
shielding material such as lead, on the back of the film cassette during neutron exposure. If back-scattered radiation is a
problem, one or both of the markers will appear on the film. If backscattering is present, one should minimize materials that
scatter or emit radiation in the exposure area (see 7.1). Gadolinium or some other suitable neutron absorber can be placed
behind the detector to effectively minimize the influence of back-scattered neutrons on the image.

7 Imaging methods and conversion screens

Neutrons, as their name implies, carry no electrical charge and are therefore non-ionizing and produce little effect on
radiographic film. To produce a neutron radiographic image on film it is necessary to employ a conversion screen that, upon
neutron capture, will emit ionizing radiation or light that can expose the film as shown in figure 2. It is important that the
conversion screen be in intimate contact with the film in order to produce the best quality radiograph. Since conversion
screens are expensive and represent a sizeable investment, care should be taken to store them in an environment that will
protect them from physical damage and corrosion. Storing dysprosium screens in a vacuum when not in use will minimize
atmospheric corrosion and substantially lengthen their useful life.

7.1 Direct exposure method

In the direct exposure method, the film and the conversion screen are placed in a light-tight cassette and exposed to the
neutron beam. The film is exposed by the emission of electrons from the conversion screen upon neutron capture.
Gadolinium screens are preferred for most applications and are available either as a free standing foil or as a
sapphire-coated, vapour-deposited gadolinium coating on an aluminium substrate. Gadolinium emits a 70 keV electron as
the result of neutron interaction.

A second type of conversion screen is the light-emitting fluorescent screen such as gadolinium oxysulfide (Gd2O2S:Gd6) or
lithium fluoride/zinc sulfide (6LiF/ZnS). It is recomended that the spectral response of the screen emission and film be
matched for optimum results.

The direct film method using gadolinium metal screens provides high resolution and excellent contrast and has become the
reference against which other neutron radiography techniques are compared. This method cannot be used if the neutron
beam contains substantial gamma radiation or if the object is highly radioactive.

Other direct exposure methods are used but are beyond the scope of this International Standard.

7.2 Indirect exposure method

The indirect exposure method is used almost exclusively for the radiographic inspection of radioactive objects. This method
is insensitive to gamma radiation and utilizes conversion screens, without film, that become temporarily radioactive when
exposed to the neutron beam. The film image is made by placing the activated foil in a cassette or other light-tight device
together with film after the neutron exposure is terminated. Beta particles emitted by the decay process of the activated foils
sensitize the film which can then be processed. Dysprosium, indium, rhodium and gold are all candidates for indirect
conversion screens. Dysprosium and indium are the best choice for most applications with dysprosium having the greater
speed. Some materials such as gold are less desirable for production neutron radiography because of their relatively long
half-life (2,7 days) which results in unacceptability long exposure and decay times.

iTeh STANDARD PREVIEW
(standards.iteh.ai)

ISO 11537:1998
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/sist/b99c692b-af93-424f-8293-

0f4ae18ed22a/iso-11537-1998



© ISO ISO 11537:1998(E)

7

Indirect conversion screens should be exposed for a period of time not to exceed three half-lives of the material being used.
Further irradiation provides no benefit since the activation rate and decay rate are nearly the same at that point. Three or four
half-lives is also sufficient time to transfer the image from the activated foil to the film although they are sometimes left in
contact overnight as a matter of convenience. X-ray image intensification screens may be used to increase the speed of the
transfer process if desired. The indirect conversion screens can safely be reused without fear of double exposure after
decaying for four half-lives.

7.3 Other imaging methods

Other imaging systems could be useful for some applications. However these are not addressed in detail in this International
Standard which is concerned with film radiography.

Table 2 — Some Representative Thermal Neutron Detector Materials

Element Nuclear reaction Product half-life Cross-section 1)

barns
Method of

radiography

Boron 10B(n, α)7Li prompt 3 837 direct2)

Dysprosium 164Dy(n,γ)165Dy 139 min 1 000 indirect

Gadolinium 155Gd(n,γ)156Gd
157Gd(n,γ)158Gd

prompt
prompt

 61 000
 254 000

direct
direct

Gold 197Au(n,γ)198Au 2,7 d    99 indirect

Indium 115In(n,γ)116mIn 54 min     65 indirect

Lithium 6Li(n,α)3H prompt   940 direct2)

Rhodium 103Rh(n)104Rh 42 s   139 indirect

1) Cross-sections are for the reaction and isotope shown for thermal neutrons (source BNL-325, 3rd edition, volume I, 1973).

2) These detectors are often used for track-etch neutron radiography.

8 Film

Nearly any photo-sensitive film may be used for neutron radiography but it is recommended that industrial radiographic film
be used for most applications, either direct or indirect, for best results. Single-sided films produce the best resolution. In
applications requiring the additional speed of a film having emulsion on both sides some resolution may be sacrificed. The
recommendations and practices that apply to the manual or automatic processing of radiographic films can also be applied
generally to the processing of radiographic films used for neutron radiography.

9 Cassettes

9.1 General

Cassettes are required for exposure of the film and conversion screens in the direct method, for exposure of the conversion
screens in the indirect method, and for the decay transfer process in the indirect method. Vacuum cassettes are highly
recommended for all applications involving film, as these ensure that the film and conversion screens are in intimate contact
and thus prevent film flaws due to poor contact.

9.2 Material of construction

Materials used in the fabrication of cassettes to be used in the neutron beam should be selected with care to avoid image
degradation caused by neutron scattering or secondary radiation from the cassette. The cassettes should be fabricated from

iTeh STANDARD PREVIEW
(standards.iteh.ai)

ISO 11537:1998
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/sist/b99c692b-af93-424f-8293-

0f4ae18ed22a/iso-11537-1998


	�—Kž�‹„Rƒì0�©éç¨{Ê‘þ¸�‘Àüòýñ�Ù‰OÔ¾Å£ôr¸5psd¹¹:G•‹Xàë%c�þ«¢èÌ.^yŽ

