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@ IS0 IS0 2808:1997(E) 

Foreword 

IS0 (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national 
standards bodies (IS0 member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is 
normally carried out through IS0 technical committees. Each member body interested in a 
subject for which a technical committee has been established has the right to be represented 
on that committee. International organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in 
liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. IS0 collaborates closely with the International 
Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the 
member bodies for voting. Publication as an International Standard requires approval by at 
least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 

International Standard IS0 2808 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 35, Paints 
and varnishes, Subcommittee SC 9, General test methods for paints and varnishes. 

This third edition cancels and replaces the second edition (IS0 2808: 1991) of which it 
constitutes a technical revision. 

The main technical changes are: 

a) Addition of the following methods of film thickness determination: 

1) Gravimetric (dissolving) method (Method 9) 

2) Determination of dry-film thickness on blast-cleaned steel substrates (Method 10). 

b) Table 1 includes typical instrument bias and precision for each method. 

Annex A forms an integral part of this International Standard. 

. . . 
III 
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD @ IS0 IS0 2808:1997(E) 

Paints and varnishes - Determination of film thickness 

1 Scope 

This International Standard reviews and specifies a number of methods that are applicable to 
the measurement of the thickness of organic coatings applied to a substrate. It does not apply 
to metallic coatings. Some of the techniques described can be adapted for the measurement of 
the thickness of detached coatings. The principles of the methods, their particular field of 
application and the expected precision are given in table 1. 

This International Standard also defines terms concerning the determination of film thickness. 
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