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Foreword

This document (EN ISO 6888-2:1999/A1:2003) has been prepared by Technical Committee
ISO/TC 34 "Agricultural food products" in collaboration with Technical Committee CEN/TC 275
"Food analysis - Horizontal methods", the secretariat of which is held by DIN.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of
an identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by January 2004, and conflicting national
standards shall be withdrawn at the latest by January 2004.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of
the following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and
the United Kingdom.

Endorsement notice

The text of ISO 6888-2:1999/Amd 1 has been approved by CEN as
EN ISO 6888-2:1999/A1:2003 without any modifications.
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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies 
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been 
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and 
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the 
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

Amendment 1 to ISO 6888-2:1999 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 34, Food products, 
Subcommittee SC 9, Microbiology. 
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Microbiology of food and animal feeding stuffs — Horizontal 
method for the enumeration of coagulase-positive 
staphylococci (Staphylococcus aureus and other species) — 

Part 2: 
Technique using rabbit plasma fibrinogen agar medium 

AMENDMENT 1: Inclusion of precision data 

Page iv 

Introduction, Subclause 0.2 

Replace part of the second paragraph by the following text. 

“Both parts of ISO 6888 are given equivalent status. Nevertheless, it is recommended to use the procedure 
described in ISO 6888-2 for the foods (such as cheeses made from raw milk and certain raw meat products) 
likely to be contaminated by:” 

 

Page 6 

Replace Clause 11 by the following text. 

11 Precision 

11.1 General 

The precision of quantitative methods can be expressed in terms of repeatability and reproducibility, as 
defined in ISO 5725-2. However, the method of calculation used in ISO 5725-2, based on the mean, is not 
always appropriate for microbiological analyses, which do not always show a normal (Gaussian) distribution. 
Therefore ISO 16140, which has been especially developed for microbiological methods and which uses 
robust estimators for calculating repeatability and reproducibility, has been followed. These statistics have the 
advantage of being less sensitive to extreme values, thus permitting outliers by statistical tests to be retained. 
These estimators are therefore used in this part of ISO 6888. 

Details of an interlaboratory test on the precision of the method are summarized in Annex A. The values 
derived from this interlaboratory test may not be applicable to concentration ranges and matrices other than 
those given. Precision data were determined using three types of food contaminated at various levels and for 
reference materials. Factors such as the strain considered, the competitive flora and the physiological status 
of target and competitors have an influence on the precision values. 
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