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Foreword 

This document (prEN 15238:2005) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 223 "Soil 
improvers and growing media", the secretariat of which is held by BSI. 

This document is currently submitted to the CEN Enquiry. 
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Introduction 

Soil improvers and growing media are generally traded by volume as the weight of the product can 
be greatly affected by the moisture content. It is important for both consumers and traders to know 
the volume of product being traded. Furthermore, for the plant growing it is the volume of the 
product, and not the weight, that is generally important. The volume is calculated from knowing the 
weight and density of the product, the latter being determine from weighing a known volume of 
product. As some soil improvers and growing media are compressible it is important that this aspect 
be addressed in the method of determining the density. 

For those materials traded by reference to its mass, this standard recognises the effects the 
moisture content can have on the quantity declared. Therefore, for those transactions, this standard 
requires that any weight shall be accompanied by the moisture content so that the solid matter 
content can be calculated.  
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