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IS0 3973: 1996( E/F) 

Foreword 

IS0 (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide 
federation of national standards bodies (IS0 member bodies). The work of 
preparing International Standards is normally carried out through IS0 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which 
a technical committee has been established has the right to be 
represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental 
and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. IS0 
collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission 
(IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are 
circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an International 
Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting 
a vote. 

International Standard IS0 3973 was prepared by Technical Committee 
ISO/TC 34, Agricultural food products, Subcommittee SC 6, Meat and meat 
products. 

This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition (IS0 3973:1977) 
which has been technically revised. 

0 IS0 1996 
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Avant-propos 

L’ISO (Organisation internationale de normalisation) est une federation 
mondiale d’organismes nationaux de normalisation (comites membres de 
I’ISO). L’elaboration des Normes internationales est en general confiee aux 
comites techniques de I’ISO. Chaque comite membre interesse par une 
etude a le droit de faire par-tie du comite technique tree a cet effet. Les 
organisations internationales, gouvernementales et non gouverne- 
mentales, en liaison avec I’ISO participent egalement aux travaux. L’ISO 
collabore etroitement avec la Commission electrotechnique internationale 
(CEI) en ce qui concerne la normalisation electrotechnique. 

Les projets de Normes internationales adopt& par les comites techniques 
sont soumis aux comites membres pour vote. Leur publication comme 
Normes internationales requiert I’approbation de 75 % au moins des 
comites membres votants. 

La Norme internationale IS0 3973 a ete elaboree par le comite technique 
lSO/rC 34, Produits agrkoles alimentaires, sous-comite SC 6, Viande et 
produits zl base de viande. 

Cette deuxieme edition annule et remplace la premiere edition 
(IS0 3973:1977), dont elle constitue une revision technique. 

iTeh STANDARD PREVIEW
(standards.iteh.ai)

ISO 3973:1996
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/sist/387a2827-4bdb-4d48-bef3-

b25360e5f68d/iso-3973-1996



This page intentionally left blank iTeh STANDARD PREVIEW
(standards.iteh.ai)

ISO 3973:1996
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/sist/387a2827-4bdb-4d48-bef3-

b25360e5f68d/iso-3973-1996



INTERNATIONAL STANDARD 
0 IS0 

NORME INTERNATIONALE 
IS0 3973: 1996( E/F) 

Living animals for Animaux vivants 
slaughter - Vocabulary - d’abattoir - Vocabulaire - 
Bovines Bovins 

Scope Domaine d’application 

This International Standard gives definitions of terms 
used to describe living bovine animals intended for 
slaughter. 

La presente Norme internationale donne les defini- 
tions des termes utilises pour decrire les bovins 
vivants destines a I’abattoir. 

Terms and definitions Termes et dhfinitions 

1 
calf 
male or female bovine animal, presented for 
slaughter, whose anterior edge of the fourth pair of 
incisors (corners) of first dentition is not fully through 
or only slightly worn 

See figure 1. Voir figure 1. 

1 
veau 
bovin male ou femelle, livre a I’abattoir, dont le bord 
anterieur de la quatrieme paire d’incisives (coins) de 
premiere dentition n’est pas entame de facon nette 
ou bien ne montre qu’une usure leg&e 

1.1 
veal calf 
calf whose mucous membranes have a colour ranging 
from white to pink at the level of the non-pigmented 
zones 

1.1 
veau de boucherie 
veau clair ou blanc 
veau 4ourdBB ou rose 
veau dont les muqueuses ont une teinte allant du 
blanc au rose au niveau des zones non pigmentees 

1.2 
runner calf 
calf whose mucous membranes have a deep pink 
colour approaching that of the mucous membranes of 
adult bovines 

1.2 
veau rouge 
veau broutard 
veau dont les muqueuses ont une teinte rose tres 
fence se rapprochant de celle des muqueuses des 
bovins adultes 
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2 
young bovine 
bovine animal, presented for slaughter, whose 
minimum age is characterized by distinct wear of the 
anterior edge of the fourth pair of calf teeth incisors 
(corners); at maximum age, the first pair of calf teeth 
incisors (pincers) have fallen out and have not been 
replaced 

See figure 2. 

2.1 
young heifer 
female young bovine 

2.2 
young bull 
entire male young bovine 

2.3 
young bullock 
castrated male young bovine 

3 
adolescent bovine 
bovine with one to four teeth 
bovine animal, presented for slaughter, whose mini- 
mum age is determined by the eruption of one incisor 
of the first pair of adult teeth (pincers); at maximum 
age, the third pair of calf teeth incisors have fallen out 
and have not been replaced 

See figure 3. 

NOTE - It is permitted to denominate adolescent cattle as 
“adolescent with two teeth” until the eruption of one of 
the second pair of adult teeth. 

3.1 
heifer 
female adolescent bovine which has not calved 

NOTE - Heifers showing signs of pregnancy discernible by 
external examination (fetus perceptible by abdominal 
palpation-percussion, functional development of udder) 
have a particular denomination in some countries, for 
example “taure” in France, “pregnant heifer” in the United 
Kingdom). 

3.2 
adolescent cow 
female adolescent bovine which has calved 

3.3 
adolescent bull 
entire male adolescent bovine 

3.4 
adolescent bullock 
castrated male adolescent bovine 

2 
jeune bovin 
bovin, livre a I’abattoir, dont I’age minimal est carac- 
t&i& par I’usure nette du bord anterieur de la qua- 
trieme paire d’incisives (coins) des dents de lait; a 
I’age maximal, la premiere paire d’incisives des dents 
de lait (pinces) est tombee et non remplacee 

Voir figure 2. 

2.2 
taurillon 
jeune bovin male entier 

2.3 
bouvillon 
jeune bovin male castre 

3 
bovin adolescent 
bovin de une ir quatre dents 
bovin livre a I’abattoir, dont I’age minimai est deter- 
mine par l%ruption d’une incisive de la premiere paire 
de dents d’adulte (pinces); a I’age maximal, la troisie- 
me paire d’incisives (secondes mitoyennes) des dents 
de lait est tombee et non remplacee 

Voir figure 3. 

NOTE - II est admis de caractkriser des bovins adoles- 
cents comme ((adolescents a deux dents), jusqu’a I’erup- 
tion de I’une des dents de la deuxieme paire de dents 
d’adulte. 

3.1 
g6nisse adolescente 
bovin adolescent femelle n’ayant pas mis bas 

NOTE - La genisse presentant des signes de gestation 
decelables a l’examen externe (a savoir fcetus decelable a la 
palpation, percussion abdominale, mamelles en voie de 
developpement fonctionnel), recoit dans certains pays un 
nom particulier, par exemple ((taure)) en France, ((pregnant 
heifer)) au Royaume-Uni. 

3.2 
vache adolescente 
bovin adolescent femelle ayant mis bas 

3.4 
boeuf adolescent 
bovin adolescent male castre 
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4 
pre-adult bovine 
bovine with five to eight teeth 
bovine animal, presented for slaughter, whose 
minimum age is determined by the eruption of one 
incisor of the third pair of adult teeth; at maximum 
age, the fourth pair of adult incisors (corners) are 
hardly worn 

See figure 4. 

4.1 
pre-adult heifer 
female pre-adult bovine which has not calved 

4.2 
pre-adult cow 
female pre-adult bovine which has calved 

4.3 
pre-adult bull 
entire male pre-adult bovine 

4.4 
pre-adult bullock 
castrated male pre-adult bovine 

5 
adult bovine 
bovine animal, presented for slaughter, whose mini- 
mum age is determined by the beginning of wear of 
the anterior edges of the fourth pair of adult incisors 
(corners); at maximum age, the fourth pair of adult 
incisors (corners) are levelled with wear but the teeth 
are not separated 

See figure 5. 

5.1 
adult cow 
female adult bovine which has calved 

5.2 
adult bull 
entire male adult bovine 

5.3 
adult bullock 
castrated male adult bovine 

4 
bovin priiadulte 
bovin de cinq B huit dents 
bovin livre a l’abattoir, dont I’age minimal est deter- 
mine par l’eruption d’une incisive de la troisieme paire 
de dents d’adulte (secondes mitoyennes); a I’age 
maximal, la quatrieme paire d’incisives (coins) d’adulte 
est a peine usee 

Voir figure 4. 

4.1 
g6nisse prhadulte 
bovin preadulte femelle n’ayant pas mis bas 

4.2 
vache prhadulte 
bovin preadulte femelle ayant mis bas 

4.3 
taureau preadulte 
bovin preadulte male entier 

4.4 
boeuf preadulte 
bovin preadulte male castre 

5 
bovin adulte 
bovin livre a I’abattoir, dont : I’age minimal est 
mine par le debut d’usure du bord anterieur 
quatrieme paire d’incisives (coins) d’adulte; a 
maximal, la quatrieme paire d’incisives (coins) d’ 
est nivelee, mais les dents n e sont pas ecartees 

Voir figure 5. 

5.1 
vache adulte 
bovin adulte femelle ayant mis bas 

5.2 
taureau adulte 
bovin adulte male entier 

5.3 
boeuf adulte 
bovin adulte male castre 

deter- 
de la 
I’age 

‘adulte 
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6 
old bovine 
bovine animal, 
pair of adult in 
are separated 

See figure 6. 

presented for slaughter, whose fourth 
cisors (corners) are level led; the teeth 

6.4 
old cow 
female old bovine which has calved 

6.2 
old bull 
entire male old bovine 

6.3 
old bullock 
castrated male old bovine 

6 
bovin d’lge 
bovin livre a I’abattoir, dont la quatrieme paire 
d’incisives (coins) d’adulte est nivelee; les dents sont 
ecartees 

Voir figure 6. 

6.1 
vache d’iige 
bovin d’age femelle ayant mis bas. 

6.2 
taureau d’8ge 
bovin d’age male entier 

6.3 
boeuf d’iige 
bovin d’age male cast& 

Not completely 
dig htly worn 
Non entam de 
USlJr8 h&&f8 

through or only 

faGon nette ou bien 

Figure 1 - Dentition of calf 

Figure 1 - Dentition du veau 
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0 IS0 IS0 3973: 1996( E/F) 

Anterior edge distinctly worn 
Usure nette du bord ant&ieur 

a) At minimum age 
a) A l’bge minimal 

The first pair of calf teeth have fallen out 
Chute de la premibre paire des dents de lait 

b) At maximum age 
b) rh I’Bge maximal 

Figure 2 - Dentition of young bovine 

Figure 2 - Dentition du jeune bovin 
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\ Eruption 
eruption 

Eruption of one tooth of the first pair of adult teeth 
eruption d’une dent de la premiere paire des dents d’adulte 

a) At minimum age 
a) A I’hge minimal 

The third pair of calf t88th have 
fallen out 
Chute de la troisieme paire des dents 
de lait 

\ Fully up 
A niveau 

Second pair of adult teeth fully up; third pair of calf teeth fallen out 
Deuxieme paire des dents d’adulte a niveau; troisieme paire des dents de lait tombee 

b) At maximum age 
b) A I’hge maximal 

Figure 3 - Dentition of adolescent bovine 

Figure 3 - Dentition du bovin adolescent 
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