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Foreword 

This document (EN 13044-3:2011) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 119 “Swap bodies for 
combined goods transport”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by July 2011, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the 
latest by July 2011. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes EN 13044:2000. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

This European Standard contains the recommended method of marking Intermodal Loading Units (ILU) to 
meet current and future requirements. 

The European Standard follows the format used in EN ISO 6346, the worldwide accepted standard for 
marking and coding of marine freight containers. As the above standard can be applied, without alteration, to 
an ILU, the standard is not directly interchangeable with the ISO standard. However since the ILU are handled 
and transported in Europe in the same environment as ISO freight containers, the two standards are 
compatible. 
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1 Scope 

This European Standard provides a system for the identification and presentation of information about the ILU. 
The identification system is intended for general application, for example in documentation, control and 
communication (including automatic data processing systems), as well as for display on the ILU and other non 
ISO containers (i.e. which dimensions and testing parameters differ from those defined by the applicable ISO 
standards) used in European transport.  

The methods of displaying identification and specific other data (including operational data) on the ILU by 
means of permanent marks are included. 

This European Standard specifies: 

a) an ILU identification system with an associated system for verifying the accuracy of its use, having 
mandatory marks for the presentation of the identification system for visual interpretation; 

b) a coding system for data on ILU size, with corresponding marks for their display; 

c) mandatory operational marks; 

d) physical presentation of the marks on the ILU. 

This part of the European Standard prescribes the system of operational data for the codification of the semi-
trailer. The codification assigns a maximum profile for the cover area available at the rail tracks to the semi-
trailer in order to enable the selection of those rail tracks on which these semi-trailers can be transported 
without any danger. 

This part of the European Standard prescribes furthermore the additional operational markings, which are 
necessary for railway operation.  

This European Standard does not cover temporary operational marks of any kind, permanent marks, data 
plates, etc. which may be required by intergovernmental agreements, national legislation or non-governmental 
organisations other than CEN. 

NOTE Some of the major international conventions whose container-marking requirements are not covered in this 
European Standard are as follows: 

– International Convention for Safe Containers (UN/IMO 1992); 

– Customs Convention on Containers 1956 and 1972; 

– Customs Convention on International Movement of Goods under Cover of TIR Carnets (TIR-Convention) 1959 and 
1975. 

It should not be assumed that this list is exhaustive. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies. 

EN 12642, Securing of cargo on road vehicles  Body structure of commercial vehicles  Minimum 
requirements 

EN 13044-1, Intermodal Loading Units  Marking  Part 1: Markings for identification 
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UIC 596-5, Transport of road vehicles on wagons  Technical organisation  Conveyance of semi-trailers 
with P coding or N coding on recess wagons 

UIC 596-6, Conveyance of road vehicles on wagons  Technical organisation  Conditions for coding 
combined-transport load units and combined-transport lines 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the following term and definition apply. 

3.1 
Intermodal Loading Unit  
ILU 
loading unit suitable for European intermodal transport on road, rail, inland waterway and sea, which is not an 
ISO-container according to ISO 830 

EXAMPLE Amongst others swap body, semi-trailer. 

4 Operational markings 

4.1 Purpose of the operational markings 

The operational marking covers the information for codification and for approval of the semi-trailer for 
transportation within the European railway network. The assignment of the operational markings includes: 

 the approval of the semi-trailer to be transported within the European railway network; 

 the assignment of a profile code according to UIC 596-6 for these specific semi-trailers. 

It is up to the owner of the semi-trailer to choose a horizontal or vertical plate according to the geometry 
(shape) of the unit or to the place available.  

4.2 Structure of the operational marking 

A semi-trailer shall be marked according to Figure 1 and Figure 2. The marking with a two-digit profile number 
is valid for semi-trailers having a width equal to or less than 2 500 mm or a three-digit profile number is valid 
for semi-trailers having a width of greater than 2 500 mm but not more than 2 600 mm. 
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Figure 1 — Shape and content of the operational marking with 2 or 3 digits for a semi-trailer, loading 
type P on a vertical plate 

The items of the marking have the following meaning: 

 the code for the railway profile according to UIC 596-6 in connection with ‘P’ or ‘N; 

 the height of the saddle in cm, according to UIC 596-5; 

 the strength of the semi-trailer-body, standard or reinforced with the marking referring to EN 12642; 

 the compatibility codes with different pocket wagon types, according to UIC 596-5; compatibility code 
“c” with position of the scotch block. 

The left part of the marking contains all information about the approval of the semi-trailer for the transport on 
the railway network. The meaning of the numerals is as follows: 

 the leading 3 digits are coding the authorised body, which has certified the approval, according to 
UIC leaflet 596-6; 

 the following 6 digits separated by a dot are coding the case number assigned by the certification 
body; 

 the last characters, separated by a dot representing the body frame number of the semi-trailer. 
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