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Foreword

The text of ISO 21148:2005 has been prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 217 “Cosmetics” of the
International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and has been taken over as EN ISO 21148:2009 by
Technical Committee CEN/SS H99 “Products for household and leisure use - Undetermined” the secretariat of
which is held by CMC.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical
text or by endorsement, at the latest by December 2009, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn
at the latest by December 2009.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.

Endorsement notice

The text of ISO 21148:2005 has been approved by CEN as a EN ISO 21148:2009 without any modification.
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PDF disclaimer

This PDF file may contain embedded typefaces. In accordance with Adobe's licensing policy, this file may be printed or viewed but
shall not be edited unless the typefaces which are embedded are licensed to and installed on the computer performing the editing. In
downloading this file, parties accept therein the responsibility of not infringing Adobe's licensing policy. The ISO Central Secretariat
accepts no liability in this area.

Adobe is a trademark of Adobe Systems Incorporated.

Details of the software products used to create this PDF file can be found in the General Info relative to the file; the PDF-creation
parameters were optimized for printing. Every care has been taken to ensure that the file is suitable for use by ISO member bodies. In
the unlikely event that a problem relating to it is found, please inform the Central Secretariat at the address given below.

© 1S0 2005

All rights reserved. Unless otherwise specified, no part of this publication may be reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means,
electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and microfilm, without permission in writing from either ISO at the address below or
ISO's member body in the country of the requester.

ISO copyright office

Case postale 56 « CH-1211 Geneva 20
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E-mail copyright@iso.org
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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.
The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an

International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

ISO 21148 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 217, Cosmetics.

iv © SO 2005 — Al rights reserved



ISO 21148:2005(E)

Introduction

The purpose of this International Standard is to help ensure that the general techniques used for conducting
cosmetic microbiological examinations are the same in other laboratories that adopt these standards, to help
achieve homogeneous results in different laboratories and to contribute towards the protection of the health of
the laboratory personnel by preventing risk of infection.

When conducting microbiological examinations for cosmetic products, it is especially important that:
— only those microorganisms which are present in the samples be isolated or enumerated;
— the microorganisms do not contaminate the environment.

In order to achieve this, it is necessary to pay attention to personal hygiene and to use working techniques
which ensure, as far as possible, exclusion of extraneous contamination.

Since, in this International Standard it is possible to give only a few examples of the precautions to be taken
during microbiological examinations, a thorough knowledge of the microbiological techniques and of the
microorganisms involved is essential. It is important that the analyses be conducted as accurately as possible,
including calculation of the number of microorganisms.

A large number of manipulations can, for example, unintentionally lead to cross-contamination and the analyst
should always verify the accuracy of theresults’ given by his/her itechnique. It is necessary to take special
precautions, not only for reasons of hygiene, but also to ensure good reproducibility of the results. It is not
possible to specify all the precautions to be taken in_all circumstances, but this International Standard at least
provides the main measures to be taken-when preparing, sterilizing and storing the media and the equipment.

The given recommendations will allow' enumeration and detection of mesophilic microorganisms which may
grow under aerobic conditions.

The recommendations are applicable to the determination of the absence of, or limited occurrence of specified
microorganisms that are of interest for cosmetic products.

The test methods are described in the individual standards. Alternative microbiological procedures can be
used provided that their equivalence has been demonstrated or the method has been otherwise validated.
The choice of a specific method, or combination of methods mentioned in these International Standards will
depend on the purpose for performing the test and it is for the user to decide which approach is best for
his/her application.
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