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Foreword 

This document (prEN 12579:2011) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 223 “Soil improvers 
and growing media”, the secretariat of which is held by ASI. 

This document is currently submitted to the CEN Enquiry. 

This document will supersede EN 12579:1999. 

The main changes are listed below: 

 More detail in the preparation of the product prior to sampling to ensure more consistent use of the 
standard’s procedure. 

 A flowchart has been added to assist in the use of the standard. 

 Takes into account the provisions in EN15238 (product with particle size greater than 60 mm) and 
EN15761 (product in block form). 
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Introduction 

The task of obtaining a reasonably sized sample that is representative of the sampled portion presents a 
number of problems and emphasizes the need for using a standard sampling method.  

Soil improvers and growing media are very difficult to sample because of the variety of materials used and the 
inhomogeneous materials involved. When packed they are also by their nature and the packaging and 
palletisation process subject to pressure which results in various degrees of compression which must be 
counteracted prior to sampling. 

The task is further complicated by the variety of sampling equipment that can be used, the quantity to be 
represented by the sample and the degree of precision required bearing in mind the cost of testing. A suitably 
competent person should undertake this sampling. 
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