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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies 
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been 
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and 
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the 
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

ISO 2108 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 46, Information and documentation, Subcommittee 
SC 9, Identification and description. 

This fourth edition cancels and replaces the third edition (ISO 2108:1992). It changes the ISBN to a 13 digit 
identifier to increase substantially the numbering capacity of the global ISBN system and to harmonise the 
format of the ISBN with the EAN-UCC product code system. Additional specifications on administration of the 
ISBN system, the assignment of ISBN and associated metadata have been added. 
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Introduction 

Since its inception in 1970, the International Standard Book Number (ISBN) has been internationally 
recognized as the identification system for the publishing industry and book trade. An ISBN accompanies a 
monographic publication from its production and onwards throughout the supply and distribution chain. 

The ISBN system serves as a key element of ordering and inventory systems for publishers, booksellers, 
libraries and other organizations. It is the basis for collecting data on new and forthcoming editions of 
monographic publications for directories used throughout the book trade. The use of ISBN also facilitates 
rights management and the monitoring of sales data for the publishing industry. 






