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Foreword 

This document (prEN 14389-1:2013) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 226 “Road 
equipment”, the secretariat of which is held by AFNOR. 

This document is currently submitted to the CEN Enquiry. 

This document will supersede EN 14389-1:2007. 

The main change compared to the previous edition is a new presentation of the requirements in order to be 
coherent with the new EN 14389-2. In the new version, the manufacturer has to declare in Table 1 the working 
life of the acoustic performance as a function of environmental class 

This part is concerned with long-term durability. It should be read in conjunction with: 

EN 1793, Road traffic noise reducing devices – Test method for determining the acoustical performance 

Part 1: Intrinsic characteristics of sound absorption 

Part 2: Intrinsic characteristics of airborne sound insulation under diffuse sound field conditions 

Part 6: Intrinsic characteristics – In situ values of airborne sound insulation under direct sound field 
conditions 

CEN/TS 1793-5, Road traffic noise reducing devices – Test method for determining the acoustical 
performance 

 Part 5: Intrinsic characteristics – In situ values of sound reflection and airborne sound insulation 

EN 1794, Road traffic noise reducing devices - Non-acoustic performance 

Part 1: Mechanical performance and stability requirements 

Part 2: General safety and environmental requirements 

Part 3: Reaction to fire. Burning behaviour of noise reducing devices based on assessment of their 
components 

EN 14389, Road traffic noise reducing devices - Procedures for assessing long-term performance 

Part 2: Non-acoustical characteristics 

EN 60721-3-4, Classification of environmental conditions 

Part 3: Classification of groups of environmental parameters and their severities – Section 4: Stationary 
use at non-weatherprotected locations (IEC 60721-3-4:1995) 
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Introduction 

Noise Reducing Devices alongside roads should not only fulfil their acoustic function and structural design 
requirements in accordance with appropriate documents, but also maintain their performance during the 
required working life. The acoustic elements have to resist the actions of agents within the roadside 
environment that could significantly degrade their performance. 

The acoustic characteristics of a Road Traffic Noise Reducing Device can deteriorate significantly over the 
duration of its working life if it is not installed or maintained in accordance with the manufacturer’s 
recommendations, or if the materials are not appropriate for the roadside environment. 

All elements in the construction of noise reducing devices should be resistant to electrolytic or/and chemical 
corrosion and embrittlement, be dimensionally stable and have generally a high ageing resistance in many 
differing conditions. 
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