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In accordance with the provisions of Council Resolution 15/1993 this document is circulated in
the English language only.

Conformément aux dispositions de la Résolution du Conseil 15/1993, ce document est distribué
en version anglaise seulement.

To expedite distribution, this document is circulated as received from the committee secretariat.
ISO Central Secretariat work of editing and text composition will be undertaken at publication
stage.

Pour accélérer la distribution, le présent document est distribué tel qu'il est parvenu du
secrétariat du comité. Le travail de rédaction et de composition de texte sera effectué au
Secrétariat central de l'ISO au stade de publication.
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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies 
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been 
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and 
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the 
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

Amendment 1 to ISO 20712-1:200x was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 145, Graphical symbols, 
Subcommittee SC 2, Safety identification, signs, shapes, symbols and colours. 
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Water safety signs and beach safety flags — Part 1: 
Specifications for water safety signs used in workplaces and 
public areas - Amendment 1: Water safety sign WSE002: 
Tsunami evacuation area 

IMPORTANT — The colours represented in the electronic file of this International Standard can be 
neither viewed on screen nor printed as true representations. Although the copies of this International 
Standard printed by ISO have been produced to correspond (with an acceptable tolerance as judged 
by the naked eye) to the requirements of ISO 3864-1, it is not intended that these printed copies be 
used for colour matching. Instead consult ISO 3864-1 which provides colorimetric and photometric 
properties together with, as a guideline, references from colour order systems. 

 

Add water safety sign WSE002 to the alphabetical summary in Table 1, and to category WSE in Tables 2 and 
3 as follows: 
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Water safety sign WSE002: Tsunami evacuation area 

Reference No. 

WSE002 

Referent 

Tsunami evacuation area 

Function 
To indicate the location of a safe place/uphill area for 
evacuation to in the event of a tsunami 

 

Image content 

Human figure between a slope of land mass and a 
tsunami wave 

Hazard 

Tsunami wave originating from an ocean floor seismic event in which people could be caught if they have not got to the 
tsunami evacuation area 

Human behaviour that is intended to be caused after understanding the safety sign's meaning 

Evacuation from coastal/beach zone towards higher place/hill in the event of an earthquake or when a tsunami warning 
has been issued 

Human behaviour that is intended to be prevented 

Remaining in the coastal/beach zone or running in the sea or wrong direction when a tsunami warning has been issued 

Need 

Although tsunami mitigation plans have been prepared and are available to civil protection agencies, they have to be 
complemented by signs that advise the population on directions to take to tsunami evacuation areas. People may be 
injured or drowned if they are not given indication of location of tsunami evacuation areas and directions to them. 

Related referents 

WSE003, WSW014 

Field of application 

Workplaces, public areas 

Format of application 
Multiple signs in relevant coastal/beach zones and evacuation routes, notices, safety manuals 

Context of use 

In tsunami hazards zones, signing of evacuation routes to tsunami evacuation areas should consist of WSE002 
supplemented by the appropriate direction arrow ISO 7010-E005 or -E006. WSE002 shall be used to indicate the 
location of a tsunami evacuation area. 

Additional information 

This water safety sign has been the subject of extensive research by the Japanese Government and has also been 
requested by UNESCO as part of an overall approach to a management strategy designed to mitigate the disastrous 
effects of a tsunami wave. The design selected has received the best comprehension results and is specific to the 
special circumstances of the tsunami hazard. Supplementary text shall be used to increase comprehension except 
when the safety sign is supplemented by manuals, instructions or training. 
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