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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.
International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. 1ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

ISO 6145-5 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 158, Analysis of gases.

This second edition cancels ahd replaces [the first| edition? (ISO6145-5:2001), 'which has been technically
revised. Some subclauses (such as Procedure and Calculations) have been detached from other closely
related clauses and readability has been improved by hringing thesesubclauses closer together. The principle
and verification parts have been clarified and separated, the uncertainty section has been checked and
slightly updated and Annex A has been revised. An informative derivation of the relative combined standard
uncertainty calculation has been added as Annex B:

ISO 6145 consists of the following parts, under the'general‘titte"Gas-analysis — Preparation of calibration gas
mixtures using dynamic volumetric methods:

— Part 1: Methods of calibration

— Part 2: Volumetric pumps

— Part 4: Continuous syringe injection method
— Part 5: Capillary calibration devices

— Part 6: Critical orifices

— Part 7: Thermal mass-flow controllers

— Part 8: Diffusion method

— Part 9: Saturation method

— Part 10: Permeation method

— Part 11: Electrochemical generation

ISO 6145-3, entitled Periodic injections into a flowing gas stream, has been withdrawn.

iv © 1SO 2009 - All rights reserved
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Gas analysis — Preparation of calibration gas mixtures using
dynamic volumetric methods —

Partie 5:
Capillary calibration devices

1 Scope

This part of ISO 6145 is one of a series of International Standards dealing with the various dynamic volumetric
techniques used for the preparation of calibration gas mixtures. This part specifies a method for the
continuous production of calibration gas mixtures from pure gases or gas mixtures using capillary calibration
devices in single or multiple combinations (gas dividers).

Single capillary systems can be used to provide gas mixtures where the minor component is in the range of
volume fractions from 108 to 0,5.

The relative expanded uncertainty of this technique is less than 2 % (k = 2) relative. This application is used
in industrial gas mixing panels for the productionjof specific:gas:atmospheres.

Gas dividers can be used to divide gas mixtures. prepared from gases or gas mixtures into controlled
proportions by volume. These devices are capable of dilutions. in the range of volume fractions from 0,000 5 to
0,9 of the primary gas concentration with a relative repeatability of better than 0,5 %.

Traceability of the gas mixtures produced by a gas divider is achieved by comparison of a mixture with gas
mixtures related to national or international gas standards. An example is given in Annex A.

2 Normative references

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced
document (including any amendments) applies.

ISO 6143, Gas analysis — Comparison methods for determining and checking the composition of calibration
gas mixtures

ISO 6145-1, Gas analysis — Preparation of calibration gas mixtures using dynamic volumetric methods —
Part 1: Methods of calibration

3 Principle

A constant flow of gas from a capillary tube under conditions of constant pressure drop is added to a
controlled flow of complementary gas. The complementary gas flow may also be derived from another
capillary tube.

The appropriate capillaries are selected to give the required flows of gases into the mixing manifold. If an

appropriate capillary is selected, the required flow is obtained by adjusting the pressure drop across the
capillary.

© 1SO 2009 - All rights reserved 1
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Commercially available units consisting of several capillary tubes are called gas dividers. Such gas dividers
containing combinations of capillaries may be used to dilute pure gases or further dilute calibration gas
mixtures with complementary gas, thus generating further calibration standards.

4 Apparatus
4.1 Two-capillary blending system

411 Set-up

Figure 1 shows a possible set-up of a gas mixing system using two capillary tubes, i.e. a two-capillary system.

4
2 N
3 5—>—c
5 4
b 1 <]

1 two-stage pressure regulator

2 fine adjustment valve

3 pressure differential manometer
4  capillary

5 mixing manifold

a GasA.
b Complementary gas.
¢ Gas mixture.

Figure 1 — Two-capillary blending system

4.1.2 Apparatus

41.21 Capillaries, each supplied with gas from a cylinder fitted with a two-stage pressure regulator, gas
filter and a fine adjustment valve.

41.2.2 Two-stage pressure regulator, equipped with fine adjustment valves.

41.2.3 Differential manometer, capable of measuring the pressure drop across the capillary.

2 © 1SO 2009 - All rights reserved
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41.2.4 Gas manifold, fed by the flow from each capillary where mixing occurs to produce the calibration
gas mixture at the outlet.

41.2.5 Gas filters, to filter the component gases, so as to prevent blockage of the capillaries.

4.1.2.6 Thermostatic controller (optional), to maintain the temperature of the capillaries constant.
Variations in temperature can cause a significant change in the viscosity of the component gas passing
through the capillary. For high accuracy, it is necessary to provide thermostatic control of the capillaries. With

thermostatic control of a water-jacket to £1 °C, the volume fraction of the final mixture will not vary by more
than £2 %.

4.1.3 Procedure

4.1.3.1 Operation

Open the gas supply cylinders and adjust the two-stage pressure regulators to approximately 200 kPa gauge
outlet pressure. Open the fine adjustment valves to give the pressure drop across the capillaries required for the
desired flows. The required pressure drop can be estimated using a modification of Equation (1), given in 4.1.3.2.
The accuracy of the mixture produced at any moment is principally affected by the constancy of the flow rates

of each component. These can be estimated by observations of the variation in the pressure differential
manometers applied across each capillary.

41.3.2 Determination of the capillary flow rate

The volume flow rate g,j0f a'gas Ajemerging from a capillary is approximately/ expressed as:

4
nr* (p1—p2)
=\ e 1
qa 8L (1)

where

r is the radius of the capillary tube;

p1 is the inlet pressure to the capillary;

po is the outlet pressure of the capillary;

n is the dynamic viscosity of the gas at the temperature of usage;

L is the length of the capillary tube.
For a given capillary, Equation (1) can be simplified by the use of an individual calibration factor. For its
determination, the gas flow from one capillary is passed into a flowmeter with known accuracy. Additionally,
readings are taken of the differential pressures required to provide a range of flows. A calibration curve is

constructed by plotting pressure differences (p4 — p,) against flow rates. The gradient of this line will be the
individual calibration factor K for the specified gas.

an =Kp (P1 _PZ)A
qa = Kalpa

()

where
K, s an individual factor for gas A,
App is equal to (pq — p,) across the capillary.

In practice, the determination of the flow by the use of a calibration factor is advisable because several
influences, for example, viscosity of the gases and temperature changes, can be recognized.

© 1SO 2009 - All rights reserved 3
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4.2 Multiple capillary devices using gas dividers

4.2.1 Set-up of a gas divider

For gas dividers, multiple capillary tubes are combined. Such combinations shall be realized according to the
system in Figure 1 or according to the systems in Figures 2 and 3. While, in the first set-up, the pressure
difference is controlled individually for each capillary, the pressure differences in the latter realizations are
equal for all capillaries.

Gas dividers in the context of this part of ISO 6145 are systems with an equal pressure difference for all
included capillary tubes. Generally, such gas dividers can be divided into two groups:

a) gas dividers with a combination of non-identical capillaries (4.2.2);

b) gas dividers with a combination of identical capillaries (4.2.3).

4.2.2 Gas dividers with a combination of non-identical capillaries

The gas dividers with non-identical capillaries are combinations of more than two capillaries of different
lengths and diameters and thus provide different flow rates (see Figure 2). Usually, one capillary is used for
the dilution gas (capillary tube 1 in Figure 2) while the component gas is flowing through one (capillary tube 2
in Figure 2) or a combination of the other capillaries.

During operation, the gas pressures of the component and dilution gas shall be adjusted by external
regulators.
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a Dilution gas.
Exhaust gas.

Figure 2 — Principle of operation
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To increase the dilution-factor range, an additional capillary may be installed and switched, when necessary,
in parallel with the first one. By selecting the capillaries through which the component gas flows, at least
9 levels of dilution can be obtained when those capillaries are used individually. The use of their combinations
can provide dilution-factor values of 10 to 2 000. These “component-gas capillaries” may be equal or different
in design.

The individual capillary flow rates are determined according to 4.1.3.2. To determine or to verify the respective
dilution factor, it is sufficient to perform a comparison for one mixture obtained by using each capillary.

4.2.3 Gas dividers with a combination of identical capillaries

Such a gas divider contains a combination of capillary tubes of exactly the same lengths and diameters.
Provided that there is not a large difference in viscosity of the gases employed and the pressure across the
capillaries is constant, each tube will possess the same resistance to flow.

Most available gas dividers incorporate a solenoid switching system which enables the selection of different
capillaries and different volume fractions of the gas divided.

The flow rates of the component gas and the dilution gas shall be controlled by the capillary tubes and
blended to generate the gas which is divided. The volume fraction of the generated gas is determined from the
flow rates of the component gas and dilution gas.

In the example illustrated in Figure 3, the gas divider has 10 identical capillaries.
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Figure 3 — Gas divider with identical capillaries
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4.2.4 Operation of a gas divider with identical capillaries

Either the component gas or the dilution gas always flows through the m capillaries (10 capillaries in the
examples in Figures 2 and 3). By selecting the total number of capillaries through which the component and
dilution gases flow, (m + 1) stages of dilution, varying from 0 to m, can be obtained in the system. As the flow
characteristics of the m capillaries are identical, external changes affect them all equally. Consequently the
selection of different capillaries controlling the component- and dilution-gas flows to give a required volume

fraction are unaffected by changes in temperature and atmospheric pressure changes. During operation, the
gas pressures of the component and dilution gas shall be adjusted by external regulators.

4.2.5 Determination of the flow rates

For gas dividers with non-identical capillaries, each capillary shall be calibrated using the method given in
4.1.3.2.

For gas dividers with identical capillaries, the flow through each capillary is determined as the quotient of the
overall flow rate and the number of all capillaries of the gas divider.

g = dal (3)
m

where
g is the flow rate through each capillary;
m is the number of all capillaries of the gas divider;

g is the overall flow rate through all capillaries of the gas divider.
The overall flow rate through all capillaries, ¢, is determined by:

qan =K -(p1—p2)=K-Ap (4)

where K is a temperature- and component-dependent calibration factor determined following the procedures
described in 4.1.3.2. This implies the individual calibration factors of the capillary tubes and the deviations of
the individual capillary from the mean.

The volume flow rate g, of a gas A emerging from the gas divider is approximately expressed as:

qq=n-q (5)
where

gp is the gas flow rate of the component gas A;

n is the number of capillaries through which the component gas A flows.

The volume flow rate ¢gg of the complementary gas B is approximately expressed as:

qgg =(m—n)-q (6)

6 © 1SO 2009 — All rights reserved
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5 Expression of results
NOTE All uncertainty expressions presented are in line with the ISO/IEC Guide 98-3 (GUM)!'1.
5.1 Volume fraction

The volume fraction of component A, ¢,, is defined by the equation:
qan
oA = (7)
D

where
@ is the volume fraction of the component gas in the resulting gas mixture;

g are the flow rates of component and complementary gases.

If pre-mixtures were used, this results in:

_ qan - Pao0 (8)

(7N Zq

where ¢, is the volume fraction of gas A in the component gas before blending.

Equations (7) and (8) may be simplified for the use of a gas divider with identical capillaries, provided that
there are only small differences insthe! viscosity (ofsthel gasesiemployed. Then the volume fraction, ¢,, is
calculated using the following equation:

29 -2 Jior 9)

m-q m

On =

n
On =—%no
m

if @ pre-mixture is used where
n is the number of capillaries through which the component gas (gas A) flows;

m is the number of all capillaries (m = 10 in Figure 3).
5.2 Sources of uncertainties

5.21 Temperature

To eliminate temperature effects, most gas dividers have all the gas flow capillaries mounted on one metal
block which acts as a heat sink for the capillaries. Any change in temperature will apply to both
complementary and dilution gases and is compensated. Capillaries on separate blocks, whose temperatures
vary, shall be thermostatically controlled.

5.2.2 Viscosity

Viscosity effects can have an appreciable effect on the flow rates of gases through the capillaries. This effect
varies with the type of gas used and its volume fraction. Viscosity data can be used as a guide for volume
fractions over 1 %.

Some gas dividers, which are computer controlled to calibrate instruments, have a built-in correction for
viscosity effects on the calibration curves produced from these analysers.
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