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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies 
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been 
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and 
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the International 
Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

ISO 17491‑2 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 94, Personal safety — Protective clothing and 
equipment, Subcommittee SC 13, Protective clothing.

This first edition of ISO 17491-2, together with ISO  17491-1, ISO 17491-3, ISO 17491-4 and ISO 17491-5, 
cancels and replaces ISO 17491:2002 which has been technically revised.

ISO  17491 consists of the following parts, under the general title Protective clothing  — Test methods for 
clothing providing protection against chemicals:

—	 Part 1: Determination of resistance to outward leakage of gases (Internal pressure test)

—	 Part 2: Determination of resistance to inward leakage of aerosols and gases (inward leakage test)

—	 Part 3: Determination of resistance to penetration by a jet of liquid (jet test)

—	 Part 4: Determination of resistance to penetration by a spray of liquid (spray test)

The following parts are under preparation:

—	 Part 5: Determination of resistance to penetration by a spray of liquid (manikin spray test)

iv� © ISO 2012 – All rights reserved
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Introduction

Chemical protective clothing is worn in conjunction with appropriate respiratory protective devices in order 
to isolate the body of the wearer from the environment. Several tests exist for determining the resistance of 
chemical protective clothing materials to either the permeation or penetration of gaseous or liquid chemicals.

However, the effectiveness of the overall protective clothing item in preventing exposure from chemical hazards 
depends on the integrity of the clothing item’s design in eliminating or reducing inward leakage of chemicals.

The selection of the appropriate integrity test method will depend on the application of the chemical protective 
clothing and the exposure hazards present. Usually, the integrity test method will be specified in the overall 
chemical protective clothing specification.

Evaluations of protective clothing material chemical resistance should be carried out using the appropriate test.

ISO  6529 specifies methods for measuring the resistance of the protective clothing materials, seams and 
assemblages to permeation by either liquids or gases. ISO  13994 specifies a method for determining the 
penetration resistance of protective clothing materials under conditions of continuous liquid contact and 
pressure, and can be applied to micro-porous materials, seams and assemblages. ISO  6530 specifies a 
procedure for measuring the penetration resistance of protective clothing materials from the impact and runoff 
of liquids. General protective clothing requirements are specified in ISO 13688.

This International Standard specifies six different test methods for determining the resistance of complete 
protective clothing to inward leakage of either gaseous or liquid chemicals (protective clothing integrity). These 
test methods apply to either liquid or gaseous chemicals, or aerosols, and range in the level of severity.

The integrity test methods specified by this International Standard are as follows.

ISO 17491-1 specifies a method to be performed either at minimum test settings (Method 1) or at more rigorous 
test settings (Method 2), for assessing the resistance of a gas-tight suit to outward leakage of air through, for 
example, essential openings, fastenings, seams, interface areas between items, pores and any imperfections 
in the materials of construction.

This part of ISO 17491 specifies two different methods for determining the inward leakage of chemical protective 
suits in an aerosol environment (Method 1) or a gaseous environment (Method 2). The procedure is applicable 
to gas-tight suits and non-gas-tight suits according to ISO 16602 and provides an evaluation of chemical 
protective suit integrity, particularly leakage in the breathing zone, under dynamic conditions through the use 
of human subjects.

ISO 17491-3 specifies a method for determining the resistance of chemical protective clothing to penetration 
by jets of liquid chemicals. This procedure is applicable to clothing worn where there is a risk of exposure to 
a forceful projection of a liquid chemical and which is intended to be resistant to penetration under conditions 
that require total body surface cover, but not gas-tight clothing.

ISO 17491-4 specifies a method to be performed either at minimum test settings (Method A — low‑level spray 
test) or at more rigorous test settings (Method B — high‑level spray test), for determining the resistance of 
chemical protective clothing to penetration by sprays of liquid chemicals. This procedure applies to protective 
clothing intended to be worn when there is a risk of exposure to slight splashes of a liquid chemical or to spray 
particles that coalesce and run off the surface of the garment, and to clothing which is intended to be resistant 
to penetration under conditions that require total body surface cover, but not gas-tight clothing.

ISO 17491-5 specifies an alternative test method for determining the resistance to spray penetration. It uses a 
static manikin instead of a test subject; it also uses a different spray configuration and duration.

Methods specified in this part of ISO 17491, ISO 17491-1, ISO 17491-3, ISO 17491-4 and ISO 17491-5 are not 
appropriate for evaluating the permeation or penetration of liquid chemicals through the material from which 
the clothing is made.
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Protective clothing — Test methods for clothing providing 
protection against chemicals —

Part 2: 
Determination of resistance to inward leakage of aerosols and 
gases (inward leakage test)

1	 Scope

This part of ISO 17491 specifies two different methods for determining the inward leakage of chemical protective 
suits in an aerosol environment (Method 1) or a gaseous environment (Method 2).

The procedure is applicable to gas-tight suits and non-gas-tight suits and provides an evaluation of chemical 
protective suit integrity, particularly leakage in the breathing zone, under dynamic conditions through the use 
of human subjects.

2	 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

2.1
assemblage
permanent fastening between two or more different garments, or between chemical protective clothing and 
accessories, obtained by e.g. sewing, welding, vulcanizing or gluing

2.2
chemical protective clothing
combined assembly of garments, worn to provide protection against exposure to or contact with chemicals

2.3
chemical protective suit
clothing worn to protect against chemicals that covers the whole, or greater part, of the body

NOTE 1	 A chemical protective suit can comprise garments combined together to provide protection to the body.

NOTE 2	 A suit can also have various types of additional protection joined to it, such as a hood or helmet, boots and gloves.

2.4
garment
individual component (of chemical protective clothing), the wearing of which provides protection against contact 
with chemicals to the part of the body that it covers

2.5
gas-tight suit
one-piece garment with hood, gloves and boots which, when worn with self-contained or air-line breathing 
apparatus, provides the wearer with a high degree of protection against harmful liquids, particles and gaseous 
or vapour contaminants
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2.6
non-gas-tight suit
one-piece garment with hood, glove and boots which, when worn with or incorporating self-contained or air-
line breathing apparatus, provides the wearer with a high degree of protection against harmful liquids, particles 
and gaseous or vapour contaminations but does not meet an outward gas leakage test (internal pressure test, 
ISO 17491-1) 

NOTE	 See ISO 16602.

2.7
joint
non-permanent fastening between two different garments, or between chemical protective clothing and accessories

2.8
penetration
flow of a chemical through closures, porous materials, seams, holes or other imperfections in a protective 
clothing material, on a non-molecular level

2.9
permeation
process by which a chemical moves through a protective clothing material on a molecular level

NOTE	 Permeation involves

a)	 sorption of molecules of the chemical into the contacted (outside) surface of a material;

b)	 diffusion of the sorbed molecules in the material; and

c)	 desorption of the molecules from the opposite (inside) surface of the material.

2.10
protective clothing material
any material or combination of materials used in an item of clothing for the purpose of isolating parts of the 
body from a potential hazard

3	 Principle

The subject wearing the suit under test walks on a treadmill over which there is an enclosure. Through this 
enclosure flows a constant concentration of the test agent, either sodium chloride (NaCl) using Method 1 or 
sulfur hexafluoride (SF6) using Method 2.

NOTE	 Method 1 simulates an aerosol challenge while Method 2 simulates a gaseous challenge.

The air inside the suit is sampled to determine the test agent content. The sample is extracted through a probe 
placed inside the suit. Another probe measures the pressure inside the suit.

The airflow rate to the suit is adjusted and maintained at the manufacturer’s minimum design flow rate. If the 
suit is not outfitted with an external continuous flow air supply, the test subject shall wear a self-contained 
open-circuit compressed air breathing apparatus suitable for the test (duration and effort) and an airflow shall 
be fed into the suit, equal to the flow withdrawn from the suit for sampling. For a typical arrangement, see 
Figures 1 and 2.

4	 Test agents and test subjects

4.1	 Test agents

Method 1 — Sodium chloride test agents

This method employs a sodium chloride aerosol as the test agent. The subject wearing the suit under test stands 
with his suited body surrounded by the NaCl test atmosphere (see Figure 1). The mean NaCl concentration 
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within the enclosure shall be (8 ± 4) mg/m3 and the variation throughout the effective working volume shall not 
be more than 10 %. The particle size distribution shall be 0,02 µm to 2 µm equivalent aerodynamic diameter 
with a mass median diameter of 0,6 µm.

Method 2 — Sulfur hexafluoride test agents

This method employs sulfur hexafluoride gas as the test agent. The subject wearing the suit under test stands 
with his suited body surrounded by the SF6 test atmosphere (see Figure  2). Accurate determinations of 
leakage shall be possible within the range of 0,001 % to approximately 20 %, depending on the test challenge 
atmosphere. It is recommended that a test atmosphere at 0,1 % SF6 (by volume) be used since SF6 can build 
up inside the suit.

SF6 is not to be used for full suits utilizing filters as exhaust assemblies, unless the suit exhaust assemblies are 
connected to an atmosphere free of the challenge agent during testing.

4.2	 Test subjects

For the test, persons shall be selected who are familiar with using the same or similar equipment and whose 
medical history is known to be satisfactory. The subjects shall be medically examined and certified fit to 
undertake the test procedures. The necessity of a medical examination before, or supervision during, the test 
shall be at the testing supervisor’s discretion. The selection of test subjects shall be in accordance with national 
regulations for the participation of test subjects in experiments.

Prior to the test, there is an examination that the suit is in good working condition and that it can be used without 
hazard. Two devices shall be tested, each being tested on two test subjects. 

NOTE	 Pre-conditioning should be determined in accordance with the expected conditions of use. Conditioning at 
high or low temperatures should not be done, if not relevant.

If more than one size of suit is manufactured, the test subjects are to be asked to select the appropriate size 
according to the manufacturer’s instructions.

The test subjects are to be asked to read the manufacturer’s fitting instructions and, if necessary, are shown 
how to fit the suit correctly by the test supervisor, in accordance with the fitting instructions. After fitting the suit, 
each test subject is asked “does the suit fit?”. If the answer is “yes”, continue with the test. If the answer is “no”, 
take the subject off the panel and report the fact.
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Key    
1	 duct
2	 baffle
3	 atomizer
4	 fan
5	 valves

6	 pump
7	 photometer
8	 additional air input
9	 manometer
10	 enclosure samples

11	 breathing zone samples
12	 breathing air supply
13	 enclosure
14	 treadmill

Figure 1 — Typical arrangement of inward leakage test using NaCl aerosol, Method 1
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