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As from 1 January 1997 all IEC publications are issued with a designation in the
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Consolidated editions
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edition numbers 1.0, 1.1 and 1.2 refer, respectively, to the base publication, the
base publication incorporating amendment 1 and the base publication incorporating
amendments 1 and 2.
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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

COMMON TEST METHODS FOR INSULATING AND SHEATHING
MATERIALS OF ELECTRIC AND OPTICAL CABLES -

Part 1-3: General application —
Methods for determining the density —
Water absorption tests — Shrinkage test

FOREWORD
1) The IEC (International Electrotechnical Commission) is a worldwide organization fc stanar'zatlo comprising
all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The obje Q_promote

international co-operation on all questions concerning standardization in the ele elds. To
this end and in addition to other activities, the IEC publishes Internatigra pregaration is
entrusted to technical committees; any IEC National Committee inter¢ galt with may

participate in this preparatory work. International, governmental and
with the IEC also participate in this preparation.

jZations liaising
ith the International

2) The formal decisions or agreements of the IEC on techdical / g5 nearly as possible, an
international consensus of opinion on the relevant subje mittee has representation
from all interested National Committees

3) The documents produced have the form oKrecomm se and are published in the form
of standards, technical specifications, techqi € ides and they are accepted by the National

Committees in that sense.

Standards transparently to the maximum\ exté i Heir national and regional standards. Any
y ) ational or regional standard shall be clearly

6) Attention is dra A
of patent rights. S € sible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

has been prepared by sub-committee 20A: High-
ittee 20: Electric cables.

The technical contentyis therefore identical to the base edition and its amendment and has
been prepared for user convenience.

It bears the edition number 2.1.

A vertical line in the margin shows where the base publication has been modified by
amendment 1.

The committee has decided that the contents of the base publication and its amendments will
remain unchanged until 2007. At this date, the publication will be

* reconfirmed;

* withdrawn;

+ replaced by a revised edition, or

*+ amended.
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COMMON TEST METHODS FOR INSULATING AND SHEATHING
MATERIALS OF ELECTRIC AND OPTICAL CABLES -

Part 1-3: General application —

Methods for determining the density —
Water absorption tests — Shrinkage test

1 Scope

compounds (elastomeric, PVC, PE, PP, etc.).

1.1 Normative reference

ments to, or revisions of, any of
agreements based on this part of IEC
applying the most recent editions of the

ISO 1183:1987, Plastigs -
cellular plastics

2 Test vaIue@

etRods forxdetermininy the density and relative density of non-

3 Applicability

Conditioning values and testing parameters are specified for the most common types of
insulating and sheathing compounds and of cables, wires and cords.

4 Type tests and other tests

The test methods described in this standard are intended, in the first instance, to be used for
type tests. In certain tests, where there are essential differences between the conditions for
type tests and those for more frequent tests, such as routine tests, these differences are
indicated.
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