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Foreword 
This Technical Specification has been produced by the 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP). 

The contents of the present document are subject to continuing work within the TSG and may change following formal 
TSG approval. Should the TSG modify the contents of the present document, it will be re-released by the TSG with an 
identifying change of release date and an increase in version number as follows: 

Version x.y.z 

where: 

x the first digit: 

1 presented to TSG for information; 

2 presented to TSG for approval; 

3 or greater indicates TSG approved document under change control. 

y the second digit is incremented for all changes of substance, i.e. technical enhancements, corrections, 
updates, etc. 

z the third digit is incremented when editorial only changes have been incorporated in the document. 
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1 Scope 
The present document specifies the stage 3 protocol and data model for the Nausf Service Based Interface. It provides 
stage 3 protocol definitions and message flows, and specifies the API for each service offered by the AUSF. 

The 5G System stage 2 architecture and procedures are specified in 3GPP TS 23.501 [2],  3GPP TS 23.502 [3] and 
3GPP TS 33.501 [8]. 

The Technical Realization of the Service Based Architecture and the Principles and Guidelines for Services Definition 
are specified in 3GPP TS 29.500 [4] and 3GPP TS 29.501 [5]. 

2 References 
The following documents contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of the present 
document. 

- References are either specific (identified by date of publication, edition number, version number, etc.) or 
non-specific. 

- For a specific reference, subsequent revisions do not apply. 

- For a non-specific reference, the latest version applies. In the case of a reference to a 3GPP document (including 
a GSM document), a non-specific reference implicitly refers to the latest version of that document in the same 
Release as the present document. 

[1] 3GPP TR 21.905: "Vocabulary for 3GPP Specifications". 

[2] 3GPP TS 23.501: "System Architecture for the 5G System; Stage 2". 

[3] 3GPP TS 23.502: "Procedures for the 5G System; Stage 2". 

[4] 3GPP TS 29.500: "5G System; Technical Realization of Service Based Architecture; Stage 3". 
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3 Definitions and abbreviations 

3.1 Definitions 
For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions given in 3GPP TR 21.905 [1] and the following 
apply. A term defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same term, if any, in 
3GPP TR 21.905 [1]. 

3.2 Abbreviations 
For the purposes of the present document, the abbreviations given in 3GPP TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. An 
abbreviation defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same abbreviation, if any, in 
3GPP TR 21.905 [1]. 

AMF Access and Mobility Management Function 
API Application Programming Interface 
AUSF Authentication Server Function 
MAC Message Authentication Code 
NF Network Function 
SEAF SEcurity Anchor Function 
SoR Steering of Roaming 
URI Uniform Resource Identifier 
UPU UE Parameters Update 

4 Overview 

4.1 Introduction 
The Network Function (NF) Authentication Server Function (AUSF) is the network entity in the 5G Core Network 
(5GC) supporting the following functionalities: 

- Authenticate the UE for the requester NF, 

- Provide keying material to the requester NF, 

- Protect the Steering Information List for the requester NF. 

Figure 4-1 shows the reference architecture for the AUSF: 
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Figure 4-1: AUSF in 5G System architecture 

This figure represents the AUSF architecture in the Service-based Architecture model. In the reference point model, the 
interface between the AMF and the AUSF is named N12. In this release, the SEAF function is collocated with the 
AMF. The  AUSF may provide the service to the UDM. 

5 Services offered by the AUSF 

5.1 Introduction 
The AUSF offers to NF Service Consumers (e.g. AMF) the following services: 

- Nausf_UEAuthentication 

- Nausf_SoRProtection 

- Nausf_UPUProtection 

5.2 Nausf_UEAuthentication Service 

5.2.1 Service Description 

The AUSF is acting as NF Service Producer. It provides UE authentication service to the requester NF. The NF Service 
Consumer is the AMF. 

For this service, the following service operations are defined: 

- Authenticate 

This service permits to authenticate the UE and to provide one or more master keys which are used by the AMF to 
derived subsequent keys. 
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5.2.2 Service Operations 

5.2.2.1 Introduction 

The service operation defined for the Nausf_UEAuthentication is as follows: 

- Authenticate: It allows the AMF to authenticate the UE. 

5.2.2.2 Authenticate 

5.2.2.2.1 General 

The service operation "Authenticate" permits the requester NF to initiate the Authentication of the UE by providing the 
following information to the AUSF: 

- UE id (e.g. SUPI) 

- Serving Network Name 

The AUSF retrieves the UE's subscribed authentication method from the UDM and depending on the information 
provided by the UDM, the AUSF enters in one of the following procedures: 

- 5G-AKA 

- EAP-based authentication' 

For those two different procedures a new resource is generated by the AUSF. The content of the resource will depend 
on the procedure and will be returned to the AMF. 

5.2.2.2.2 5G AKA 

In this procedure, the NF Service Consumer (AMF) requests the authentication of the UE by providing UE related 
information and the serving network name and the 5G AKA is selected. The NF Service Consumer (AMF) shall then 
return to the AUSF the result received from the UE: 

 

 

Figure 5.2.2.2.2-1: 5G AKA 

1. The NF Service Consumer (AMF) shall send a POST request to the AUSF. The payload of the body shall 
contain at least the UE Id and the Serving Network Name. 

2a. On success, "201 Created" shall be returned. The payload body shall contain the representation of the resource 
created and the "Location" header shall contain the URI of the created resource (e.g. 
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.../v1/ue_authentications/{authCtxId}). The AUSF generates a sub-resource "5g-aka-confirmation". The AUSF 
shall provide an hypermedia link towards this sub-resource in the payload to indicate to the AMF where it shall 
send a PUT for the confirmation. 

2b. On failure, one of the HTTP status code listed in table 6.1.7.3-1 shall be returned with the message body 
containing a ProblemDetails structure with the "cause" attribute set to one of the application error listed in Table 
6.1.7.3-1. If the serving network is not authorized, the AUSF shall use the 
SERVING_NETWORK_NOT_AUTHORIZED "cause". 

3. Based on the relation type, the NF Service Consumer (AMF) deduces that it shall send a PUT containing the 
"RES*" provided by the UE to the URI provided by the AUSF or derived by itself. The NF Service Consumer 
(AMF) shall also send a PUT containing null value in the RES* to indicate the failure to the AUSF for the 
following cases: 

- if the UE is not reached, and the RES* is never received by the NF Service Consumer (AMF); 

- the comparation of the HRES* and HXRES* is unsuccessful in the NF Service Consumer (AMF); 

- the authentication failure is received from the UE, e.g. synchronization failure or MAC failure; 

4a. On success, "200 OK" shall be returned. If the UE is not authenticated, e.g. the verification of the RES* was not 
successful in the AUSF, the AUSF shall set the value of AuthResult to AUTHENTICATION_FAILURE. 

4b. On failure, one of the HTTP status code listed in table 6.1.7.3-1 shall be returned with the message body 
containing a ProblemDetails structure with the "cause" attribute set to one of the application error listed in Table 
6.1.7.3-1. 

5.2.2.2.3 EAP-based authentication method 

5.2.2.2.3.1 General 

In this procedure, the NF Service Consumer requests the authentication of the UE by providing UE related information 
and the serving network and the EAP-based authentication is selected (see IETF RFC 3748 [18]). EAP messages are 
exchanged between a UE acting as EAP peer, an NF Service Consumer (AMF/SEAF) acting as a pass-through 
authenticator and the AUSF acting as the EAP server. 

5.2.2.2.3.2 EAP method: EAP-AKA' 

EAP-AKA' is the EAP method used in this procedure 
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