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Foreword 

This Interpretation Sheet to the European Standard EN 50438:2007 was prepared by 
CLC/TC 8X “System aspects of electrical energy supply”. 
 
EN 50438:2007 has been prepared under a mandate given to CENELEC by the European 
Commission and the European Free Trade Association. 
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Text of IS1 to EN 50438:2007 

 

Application of EN 50438:2007 after the publication of EN 50438:2013 

Clause (general) 

A new edition of EN 50438 was published in December 2013 fixing 2016-11-04 as the latest date by 
which the national standards conflicting with EN 50438:2013 have to be withdrawn (dow).  
 
It has been reported that EN 50438:2013 has some new functionalities that are not yet available in 
current state-of-the art micro-generators. 
 
Question 

What considerations should be made when using EN 50438:2007 after the publication of 
EN 50438:2013? 
 
Interpretation: 

When a CENELEC standard is published, it contains a date of publication and a date of withdrawal 
defining the timeframe within which the national standards should be adapted to this new CENELEC 
standard. 

Generally, the date of withdrawal is about 2½ years after the date of publication creating an overlap 
period where the new standard can co-exist with a conflicting one. In the specific case where a 
standard has been revised, different versions of a same standard can therefore co-exist. This is the 
case for EN 50438. 

The latest version has been available since December 2013 and until the date of withdrawal 
(2016-11-04), the previous version of 2007 can still be applied. 

In the EN 50438:2013 version, the two most significant changes in the technical requirements to the 
EN 50438:2007 version are the following:  

• introduction of a power reduction capability in case of over-frequency; 
• introduction of reactive power capability. 

TC 8X wants to emphasize that the over-frequency response requirements as described in 
EN 50438:2013 are important for grid stability and should be applied as soon as possible. The over-
frequency response function is commonly implemented in the considered range of generating units.  
However, there are other new requirements (e.g. providing reactive power) which are actually not yet 
commonly implemented in the considered range of generating units. For these new requirements, the 
industry might need appropriate time to modify their products. Often micro-generators are also 
certified by independent certification bodies which adds more time to the manufacturing and testing 
process. For the implementation of these new requirements, a period of at least 18 months is 
considered reasonable. 

These aspects should be considered when using EN 50438. Therefore, when using EN 50438:2007, it 
is strongly recommended to additionally implement the system stability related functionalities. The 
most important functionalities are described in Subclauses 4.2.3, 4.2.4 and 4.2.5 of EN 50438:2013. 
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