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Digital audio tape recorder reel-to-reel system, using 6,3 mm magnetic tape, for 
professional use - Part 5: Reels (IEC 61120-5:1995)
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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

DIGITAL AUDIO TAPE RECORDER, REEL-TO-REEL SYSTEM,
USING 6,3 mm MAGNETIC TAPE,

FOR PROFESSIONAL USE

Part 5: Reels

FOREWORD

1) The IEC (International Electrotechnical Commission) is a worldwide organization for standardization
comprising all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The object of the IEC is to
promote international cooperation on all questions concerning standardization in the electrical and
electronic fields. To this end and in addition to other activities, the IEC publishes International Standards.
Their preparation is entrusted to technical committees; any lEC National Committee interested in
the subject dealt with may participate in this preparatory work. International, governmental and
non-governmental organizations liaising with the IEC also participate in this preparation. The IEC
collaborates closely with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) in accordance with
conditions determined by agreement between the two organizations.

2) The formal decisions or agreements of the IEC on technical matters, prepared by technical committees on
which all the National Committees having a special interest therein are represented, express, as nearly as
possible, an international consensus of opinion on the subjects dealt with.

3) They have the form of recommendations for international use published in the form of standards, technical
reports or guides and they are accepted by the National Committees in that sense.

4) In order to promote international unification, IEC National Committees undertake to apply IEC International
Standards transparently to the maximum extent possible in their national and regional standards. Any
divergence between the IEC Standard and the corresponding national or regional standard shall be clearly
indicated in the latter.

International Standard IEC 1120-5 has been prepared by sub-committee 60A: Sound
recording, of IEC technical committee 60: Recording.

The text of this standard is based on the following documents:

DIS Report on voting  

60A/163/DIS 60A/167/RVD

Full information on the voting for the approval of this standard can be found in the report
on voting indicated in the above table.
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DIGITAL AUDIO TAPE RECORDER, REEL-TO-REEL SYSTEM,
USING 6,3 mm MAGNETIC TAPE,

FOR PROFESSIONAL USE

Part 5: Reels

1 Scope

This part of IEC 1120 applies to reels used in digital audio reel-to-reel recording and
reproducing systems using 6,3 mm magnetic tape for professional use.

2 Normative references

The following standards contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute
provisions of this part of IEC 1120. At the time of publication, the editions indicated were
valid. All standards are subject to revision, and parties to agreements based on this part of
IEC 1120 are encouraged to investigate the possibility of applying the most recent editions
of the standards indicated below. Members of IEC and ISO maintain registers of currently
valid International Standards.

IEC 50(806): 1975, International Electrotechnical Vocabulary (lEV) - Chapter 806:
Recording and reproduction of sound and video

IEC 94-6: 1985, Magnetic tape sound recording and reproducing systems - Part 6: Reel-to-
reel systems

IEC 1120-1: 1991, Digital audio tape recorder reel-to-reel system, using 6,3 mm magnetic
tape, for professional use - Pa rt 1: General requirements

IEC 1120-2: 1991, Digital audio tape recorder reel-to-reel system, using 6,3 mm magnetic
tape, for professional use - Part 2: Format A

IEC 1120-3: 1991, Digital audio tape recorder reel-to-reel system, using 6,3 mm magnetic
tape, for professional use - Pa rt 3: Format B

IEC 1120-4: 1992, Digital audio tape recorder reel-to-reel system, using 6,3 mm magnetic
tape, for professional use - Part 4: Magnetic tape properties: definitions and methods of
measurement

3 Applications, mechanical requirements and dimensions of reels

3.1 Applications

For professional programme exchange, the following reels shall be used:

- reels with 8 mm centre hole according to figure 1;

- reels with 76 mm centre hole according to figure 2.

3.2	 Mechanical requirements and dimensions for reels are shown in figures 1 and 2
and their associated tables.
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