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European foreword 

This document (EN 15119-2:2024) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 38 “Durability of 
wood and wood-based products”, the secretariat of which is held by SIS. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by November 2024, and conflicting national standards shall 
be withdrawn at the latest by November 2024. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes CEN/TS 15119-2:2012 without major technical change. Test results obtained 
with earlier versions of this document from tests commissioned prior to the publication of this document 
are still valid.  

Significant changes: EN ISO 3696 has been moved from the Normative References to the Bibliography. 

Any feedback and questions on this document should be directed to the users’ national standards body. 
A complete listing of these bodies can be found on the CEN website. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the 
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, 
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of North 
Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Türkiye and the United 
Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

The emissions from preservative treated wood to the environment need to be quantified to enable an 
environmental risk assessment of the treated wood. This document describes a laboratory method for 
the estimation of emissions from preservative treated wood in the case where the preservative treated 
wood is in contact with the ground, fresh water or seawater. There are three situations in this case where 
emissions could enter the environment: 

a) emissions from treated wood in contact with the ground. Use Class 4. Emissions from the surface of 
the treated wood could enter the soil via the soil water; 

b) emissions from treated wood in contact with fresh water. Use Class 4. Emissions from the surface of 
the treated wood could enter the water; 

c) emissions from treated wood in contact with sea water. Use Class 5. Emissions from the surface of 
the treated wood could enter the sea. 

The method is a laboratory procedure for obtaining water samples (leachate) from treated wood in 
contact with water, at increasing time intervals (complete duration of 29 days). The quantities of 
emissions in the leachate are related to the surface area of the wood and the length of exposure, to 
estimate a flux in milligrams per square metre per day. 

The quantity of emissions can be used in an environmental risk assessment of the treated wood. 

The results of this short-term test can be extrapolated to longer exposure periods using suitable 
projection estimation methods. 
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