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European foreword 

This document (EN 17428:2023) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 261 “Packaging”, 
the secretariat of which is held by AFNOR. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by June 2024, and conflicting national standards shall be 
withdrawn at the latest by June 2024. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

Any feedback and questions on this document should be directed to the users’ national standards body. 
A complete listing of these bodies can be found on the CEN website. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the 
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, 
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of North 
Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Türkiye and the United 
Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

The test method described in this document determines the degree of disintegration of test items when 
exposed to a simulated well-managed home composting environment. 

The disintegration of test items is determined by means of a weight evaluation method. 

Determining the degree of disintegration of test items under simulated home composting conditions is 
an important step within a test scheme to evaluate test items such as carrier bags suitable for treatment 
in well-managed home composting installations. 

The disintegration conditions given in this document are based on available national standards and 
existing certification schemes. Further research will be done to investigate how disintegration testing 
according to this document could better reflect the variety of actual home composting conditions within 
Europe. 
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