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European foreword 

This document (EN 81-31:2024) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 10 “Lifts, escalators 
and moving walks”, the secretariat of which is held by AFNOR. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by May 2025 and conflicting national standards shall be 
withdrawn at the latest by November 2026. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes EN 81-31:2010. 

The main changes with respect to the previous edition EN 81-31:2010 are listed below: 

— Requirements have been updated, taking into account EN 81-20:2020, EN 81-50:2020 and 
EN 81-21:2022. Specifically: definitions; strength of the doors, screens, partitions; unintended 
carrier movement; refuge spaces; inspection operation; rope's retainers; balustrade; lighting. 

— The scope has been amended. Specifically: excluded overlapping with EN 1570, by use of rigid guide 
rails only; excluded scissor lifts; removed travel limit for Type A; non-addressed energy dissipation 
type buffers. 

— Requirements and verifications have been added for: refuge spaces; clamping devices; pawl devices; 
automatic power operated doors; progressive safety gears. 

— Improvements have been made for: dimensions of working areas; electrical equipment; emergency 
electrical operation; performance levels; ropes and terminations; existing buildings; impact factors; 
buffer with non-linear characteristics; alarm system. 

— The reported errors have been eliminated. Specifically: hydraulic formulae; 

— The text has been clarified. Specifically: pulley room; extreme position of the carrier in the well; use 
in limited / not limited access area; ingress in / egress from the well; 

— The references to other standards have been updated, according to the progress in that field. All 
normatively referenced standards now are dated; 

— Wording has been amended. Specifically: from “uncontrolled movement” to “unintended movement”; 
from “manual operation” to “emergency operation”; from “safety space” to “refuge space”; from “load 
carrying unit” to “carrier”; from “vendor” to “manufacturer”; from “laboratory” to “examiner”; 

— The informative Annex “List of significant hazards” has been added; 

— The informative Annex “Building interface” has been added; 

— Annex ZA has been updated with regard to the European Commission mandate M/396. 

This document has been prepared under a standardization request addressed to CEN by the European 
Commission. The Standing Committee of the EFTA States subsequently approves these requests for its 
Member States.  
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