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European foreword 

This document (prEN 15119-1:2023) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 38 “Durability 
of wood and wood-based products”, the secretariat of which is held by SIS. 

This document is currently submitted to the CEN Enquiry. 

This document will supersede CEN/TS 15119-1:2018. 

This document is a revision of the Technical Specification published in 2018. The main changes from the 
Technical Specification are that the document is changed into a standard because this laboratory method 
is now well known. Furthermore, the basic principles of this document must remain in line with the OECD 
texts (see reference [6] of the bibliography.) 

EN 15119 is composed of the following parts: 

— Part 1: Wood held in the storage yard after treatment and wooden commodities exposed in Use Class 3 
(not covered, not in contact with the ground) — Laboratory method 

— Part 2: Wooden commodities exposed in Use Class 4 or 5 (in contact with the ground, fresh water or sea 
water) — Laboratory method 
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Introduction 

The emissions from preservative treated wood into the environment need to be quantified to enable an 
environmental risk assessment to be made of the treated wood. This document describes a laboratory 
method for the determination of emissions by leaching from preservative treated wood where the 
preservative treated wood is not covered and not in contact with the ground or the water. There are two 
situations in this case where such emissions could enter the environment: 

a) emissions from preservative treated wood stored outside in the storage yard of a preservative 
treatment site. Rain falling on the treated wood could produce emissions that run off into surface 
water and / or soil; 

b) emissions from treated wood used in commodities exposed in Use Class 3. This is the situation in 
which the wood or wood-based product is not covered and not in contact with the ground. It is either 
continually exposed to the weather or is protected from the weather but subject to frequent wetting. 
Use classes are defined in EN 335 and categorize the biological hazard to which the treated 
commodity will be subjected. The Use Classes also define the situation in which the treated 
commodity is used and determine the environmental compartments (air, water, soil) which are 
potentially at risk from the preservative treated wood. Rain falling on treated wood in Use Class 3 
could produce emissions that run off into surface water and/ or soil. 

The method is a laboratory procedure for obtaining water samples (leachate) from treated wood exposed 
out of ground contact, at time intervals after exposure. The quantities of emissions in the leachate are 
related to the surface area of the wood and the length of exposure, to estimate a flux in milligrams per 
square metre per day. The flux after increasing periods of exposure (e.g. 1 year, 10 years) can be 
estimated. 
NOTE The leachate can also be tested for eco-toxicological effects. 

The quantity of emissions can be used in an environmental risk assessment of the treated wood. 

The test can be applied to wood treated using a penetrating process or superficial application (brush, 
spray or dipping), or to treated wood which has an additional surface treatment (e.g. paint that is applied 
as a requirement for commercial use). 
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