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European foreword 

The text of ISO 20509:2003 has been prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 206 "Fine ceramics” of 
the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and has been taken over as EN ISO 20509:2023 
by Technical Committee CEN/TC 184 “Advanced technical ceramics” the secretariat of which is held by 
DIN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by September 2023, and conflicting national standards 
shall be withdrawn at the latest by September 2023. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

Any feedback and questions on this document should be directed to the users’ national standards body. 
A complete listing of these bodies can be found on the CEN website. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the 
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, 
Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of 
North Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Türkiye and the 
United Kingdom. 

Endorsement notice 

The text of ISO 20509:2003 has been approved by CEN as EN ISO 20509:2023 without any modification. 
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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the International
Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

ISO 20509 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 206, Fine ceramics.
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Fine ceramics (advanced ceramics, advanced technical 
ceramics) — Determination of oxidation resistance of non-oxide 
monolithic ceramics

1 Scope

This International Standard describes the method of test for determining the oxidation resistance of non-oxide
monolithic ceramics, such as silicon nitride, Sialon1) and silicon carbide at high temperatures. This International
Standard is intended to provide an assessment of the mass and dimensional changes of test pieces following
oxidation at high temperature in an oxidizing atmosphere, and to assess whether oxidation has a significant
effect on the subsequent strength. This test method may be used for materials development, quality control,
characterization, and design data generation purposes.

2 Normative references

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document
(including any amendments) applies.

ISO 3611:1978, Micrometer callipers for external measurement

ISO 6906:1984, Vernier callipers reading to 0,02 mm

ISO 7500-1:—2), Metallic materials — Verification of static uniaxial testing machines — Part 1:
Tension/compression testing machines — Verification and calibration of the force-measuring system

ISO 14704:2000, Fine ceramics (advanced ceramics, advanced technical ceramics) — Test method for flexural
strength of monolithic ceramics at room temperature

IEC 60584-1:1995, Thermocouples — Part 1: Reference tables

IEC 60584-2:1989, Thermocouples — Part 2: Tolerances

3 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

3.1 
oxidation resistance
resistance against oxidation of a non-oxide ceramic material due to reaction with oxygen in the surrounding
atmosphere, including any internal reactions as a result of the presence of open porosity or of diffusion of ions
to or from the ceramic surface

3.2 
flexural strength
maximum nominal stress at fracture of a specified elastic beam loaded in bending

1) Sometimes written SiAlON is the acronym for a ceramic that contains silicon, aluminium, oxygen and nitrogen.

2) To be published. (Revision of ISO 7500-1:1999)
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