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European foreword 

This document (prEN 18033:2023) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 460 “Food 
Authenticity”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN. 

This document is currently submitted to CEN Enquiry. 
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Introduction 

Food authenticity and integrity are key aspects in terms of consumer protection. In the last three decades, 
globalization has taken place in the trade of food. During the last decades, a lot of methods applying PCR 
and particularly real-time PCR protocols for the identification of animal species used for food 
consumption (e.g. pig, cattle, sheep, horse, chicken, and turkey) have been established. 

The European Union (EU) and United Kingdom (UK) horse meat issue in 2013, where a significant amount 
of horse DNA was found in a beef burger intended for sale to the public at a supermarket, brought into 
perspective that the development of harmonized and standardized protocols for the authentication of 
meat products is necessary to establish reliable methods for the detection of potential food fraud. 

This standard contains public sector information licensed under the UK Open Government Licence v3.0 
(Open Government Licence (nationalarchives.gov.uk)) 
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