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European foreword 

This document (prEN 17131-2:2023) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 248 “Textiles 
and textile products”, the secretariat of which is held by BSI. 

This document is currently submitted to the CEN Enquiry. 
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Introduction 

In Europe, according to Regulation (EU) 2018/1513 [1] amending Annex XVII to Regulation (EC) No 
1907/2006 (REACH) by Entry 72, (a) clothing or related accessories; (b) textiles other than clothing 
which, under normal or reasonably foreseeable conditions of use, come into contact with human skin to 
an extent similar to clothing; (c) footwear are not to be placed on the market after 1 November 2020, if 
they contain more than 5 mg/kg of benzene. 

This restriction does not apply to: (a) clothing, related accessories or footwear, or parts of clothing, 
related accessories or footwear, made exclusively of natural leather, fur or hide; (b) non-textile fasteners 
and non-textile decorative attachments; (c) second-hand clothing, related accessories, textiles other than 
clothing or footwear; (d) wall-to-wall carpets and textile floor coverings for indoor use, rugs and runners. 
It also does not apply to clothing, related accessories, textiles other than clothing, or footwear within the 
scope of Regulation (EU) 2016/425 or Regulation (EU) 2017/745. The restriction on textiles other than 
clothing does not apply to disposable textiles. “Disposable textiles” means textiles that are designed to be 
used only once or for a limited time and are not intended for subsequent use for the same or a similar 
purpose. 

Although the regulation excludes non-textile fastenings and decorative items, this method is also suitable 
for such materials. 

WARNING — The use of this document involves hazardous materials. It does not purport to address all 
of the safety or environmental problems associated with its use. It is the responsibility of users of this 
document to take appropriate measures to ensure the safety and health of personnel and the 
environment prior to application of the document and fulfil statutory and regulatory requirements for 
this purpose. 
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