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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards 
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out 
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical 
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International 
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of 
electrotechnical standardization. 

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are 
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for the 
different types of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the 
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www .iso .org/ directives).

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. Details of 
any patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the Introduction and/or 
on the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www .iso .org/ patents).

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not 
constitute an endorsement. 

For an explanation of the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and 
expressions related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO’s adherence to the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), see www .iso .org/ 
iso/ foreword .html.

This document was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 207, Environmental management, 
Subcommittee SC 3, Environmental labelling, in collaboration with the European Committee for 
Standardization (CEN) Technical Committee CEN/SS S26, Environmental management, in accordance 
with the Agreement on technical cooperation between ISO and CEN (Vienna Agreement).

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body. A 
complete listing of these bodies can be found at www .iso .org/ members .html.
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Environmental labels and declarations — Self-declared 
environmental claims (Type II environmental labelling)

AMENDMENT 1: Carbon footprint, carbon neutral
  

Clause 2, Normative references

Add the following entry:

ISO 14026, Environmental labels and declarations — Principles, requirements and guidelines for 
communication of footprint information

Replace the entry for ISO/TS 14067, Greenhouse gases — Carbon footprint of products — Requirements 
and guidelines for quantification and communication with the following:

ISO 14067, Greenhouse gases — Carbon footprint of products — Requirements and guidelines for 
quantification

 

Clause 3, Terms and definitions

Revise the introductory text to read:

For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in ISO 14067 and the following apply.

ISO and IEC maintain terminological databases for use in standardization at the following addresses:

— ISO Online browsing platform: available at https:// www .iso .org/ obp

— IEC Electropedia: available at http:// www .electropedia .org/ 

Add the following terms and definitions:

3.1.20
carbon footprint of a product
CFP
sum of GHG emissions and GHG removals in a product system, expressed as CO2 equivalents and based 
on a life cycle assessment using the single impact category of climate change

[SOURCE: ISO 14067:2018, 3.1.1.1, modified — Notes 1 and 2 to entry have been deleted.]

3.1.21
partial carbon footprint of a product
partial CFP
sum of GHG emissions and GHG removals of one or more selected process(es) in a product system, 
expressed as CO2 equivalents and based on the selected stages or processes within the life cycle

Note 1 to entry: A partial CFP is based on or compiled from data related to (a) specific process(es) or footprint 
information modules, which is (are) part of a product system and can form the basis for quantification of a CFP. 
More detailed information on information modules is given in ISO 14025:2006, 5.4.

[SOURCE: ISO 14067:2018, 3.1.1.2, modified — Notes 2 and 3 to entry have been deleted.]
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7.17, Claims relating to greenhouse gas emissions

Replace 7.17 with the following text:

7.17.1   General

Carbon footprint of a product (CFP) and partial carbon footprint of a product (partial CFP) are the 
preferred terms used in the provision of information relating to greenhouse gas emissions of both 
processes (i.e. partial CFP) and products (i.e. CFP). This subclause covers claims related to the CFP or 
partial CFP and also claims of carbon neutral/carbon neutrality.

7.17.2   CFP and partial CFP

7.17.2.1   Usage of term

A CFP is understood as the sum of life cycle GHG emissions and removals.

A partial CFP is understood as the sum of GHG emissions and removals of one or more selected processes 
in the life cycle of a product system.

A CFP or partial CFP is used for reporting the environmental impact category of climate change that is 
assessed during a life cycle assessment. It does not indicate the overall environmental performance of a 
product during its life cycle [see 5.7 h)].

NOTE In respect to the terminology of ISO 14026 regarding footprint communication, climate change is 
considered as an example of an “area of concern”.

7.17.2.2   Evaluation methodology

The quantification of a CFP or partial CFP shall be carried out in accordance with ISO 14067. The 
communication of the CFP or partial CFP shall be carried out in accordance with ISO 14026.

7.17.3   Carbon neutral

7.17.3.1   General

Carbon neutral refers to a product (as a product system) that has a CFP of zero or a product for which 
the emissions determined as the CFP have been reduced to zero through offsetting.

7.17.3.2   Usage of term

In relation to a product, carbon neutral requires that all the GHG emissions from all stages of the 
product life cycle, and within the specified product system, have been reduced, removed or accounted 
for through a system of offsetting or credits, or by other means.

An unqualified claim of carbon neutral shall not be made.

7.17.3.3   Qualifications

Carbon neutrality claims shall include:

a) a statement that the CFP is zero; or

b) a clear statement about which elements of the product life cycle have been reduced, removed or 
accounted for through a system of offsetting.

Claims of carbon neutrality involving offsetting shall also be qualified with a statement that declares 
the CFP and clearly explains what has been reduced, removed or accounted for through offsetting, 
providing full details of the offsetting scheme used and information that enables the purchaser to 
access sources of further information explaining the offsetting programme.
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All carbon neutral claims shall conform to all other requirements of this document. In particular, the 
onus on a claimant to follow the principles set out in this clause shall not be diminished by substituting 
like terms (see 7.1).

NOTE It is advisable that an organization gives preference to achieving carbon neutrality through the 
strategies of prevention and reduction of its own emissions and substitution of renewable energy sources for 
fossil energy sources. Acquisition of carbon offsets can be used to compensate for remaining emissions.

7.17.3.4   Evaluation methodology

Determination of carbon neutrality is based on, first, the calculation of a CFP (see 7.17.2.2), then the use 
of offsetting for reducing, removing or accounting for offsets equivalent to the emissions of the CFP. 
Alternatively, carbon neutrality can be achieved by a product whose CFP is zero.
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