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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards 
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out 
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical 
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International 
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of 
electrotechnical standardization. 

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are 
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for the 
different types of ISO document should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the 
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).

ISO draws attention to the possibility that the implementation of this document may involve the use 
of (a) patent(s). ISO takes no position concerning the evidence, validity or applicability of any claimed 
patent rights in respect thereof. As of the date of publication of this document, ISO had not received 
notice of (a) patent(s) which may be required to implement this document. However, implementers are 
cautioned that this may not represent the latest information, which may be obtained from the patent 
database available at www.iso.org/patents. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all 
such patent rights.

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not 
constitute an endorsement. 

For an explanation of the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and 
expressions related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO's adherence to 
the World Trade Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), see 
www.iso.org/iso/foreword.html.

This document was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 215, Health informatics, in collaboration 
with Technical Committee ISO/TC 249, Traditional Chinese medicine.

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body. A 
complete listing of these bodies can be found at www.iso.org/members.html.
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Introduction

Chinese medicinal herbs have been used systematically for over 4,000 years because of their efficacy 
and cost-effectiveness in preventing and curing illness. According to the WHO, around 21 000 plant 
species have the potential for being used as medicinal plants, therefore many health authorities and 
administrators took traditional forms of medicine more seriously and have explored the possibility of 
utilizing them in primary health care.

However, the species of commonly used medicinal plants are decreasing and many plants face 
extinction. In China, for example, liquorice stocks fell sharply by more than 40% from the 1950s to 
the 2010s. The main reasons include an emerging growth in demand, deforestation, environmental 
deterioration, ecological imbalance and lack of awareness of environmental protection.

It would be beneficial to establish unified information systems including databases. There are a range 
of regional and other databases on the uses of medicinal plants. The development of a common design 
for databases on the conservation and sustainable use of Chinese medicinal herbs should also be done 
at the international level. It is beneficial to exchange information both within and between countries 
permitting a constant process of refining and updating.

By collecting information of individual Chinese medicinal herb, such as plant attributes, growth 
geographic attributes, medicinal attributes and identification methods, etc., it is possible to set 
up centralized databases to explore further on scarce species, alternative varieties and authentic 
Chinese medicinal herbs. This would also facilitate artificial cultivation, sustainable development and 
application of Chinese herbal medicine resources.

This document aims at protecting scarce species of Chinese medicinal herbs, promoting their 
cultivation, seeking proper substitutes and breeding new varieties in high quality. Moreover, it can 
assist the standardization and information process of the general surveys on Chinese medicinal herbs.
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