
Designation: D7782 − 13

Standard Practice for
Determination of the 99 %/95 % Critical Level (WCL) and a
Reliable Detection Estimate (WDE) Based on Within-
laboratory Data1

This standard is issued under the fixed designation D7782; the number immediately following the designation indicates the year of
original adoption or, in the case of revision, the year of last revision. A number in parentheses indicates the year of last reapproval. A
superscript epsilon (´) indicates an editorial change since the last revision or reapproval.

Note—Balloted information was included and the year date changed on March 28, 2013.

1. Scope

1.1 This practice provides a procedure for computing a
99 % ⁄95 % Within-laboratory Detection Estimate (WDE) and
the associated critical level/value (WCL). The WDE is the
minimum concentration, with false positives and false negative
appropriately controlled, such that values above these mini-
mums are reliable detections. The WCL is the point at which
only false positives are controlled appropriately. A false posi-
tive is the reporting of an analyte as present when the analyte
is not actually present; false negatives are reports of analyte
absence when the analyte is actually present. This practice is
distinguished from the Interlaboratory Detection Estimate
(IDE) practice in that the IDE Standard utilizes data from
multiple, independent laboratories, while this practice is for use
by a single laboratory. The IDE would be utilized where
interlaboratory issues are of concern (for example, limits for
published methods); this practice (and values derived from it)
are applicable where the results from a single laboratory, single
operator, single instrument, etc. are involved (for example, in
understanding, censoring and reporting data).

1.2 The establishment of a WDE involves determining the
concentration below which the precision and bias of an
analytical procedure indicates insufficient confidence in false-
positive and false-negative control to assert detection of the
analyte in the future analysis of an unknown number of
samples. Most traditional approaches attempt to determine this
detection “limit” by estimating precision at only a single,
arbitrary point. The WDE approach is intended to be a more
technically rigorous replacement for other approaches for
estimating detection limits. The WDE practice addresses a
number of critical issues that are ignored in other approaches.

1.2.1 First, rather than making a single-point estimate of
precision, the WDE protocol requires an estimate of precision

at multiple points in the analytical range, especially in the
range of the expected detection limit. These estimates are then
used to create an appropriate model of the method’s precision.
This approach is a more credible way to determine the point
where relative precision has become too large for reliable
detection. This process requires more data than has been
historically required by single-point approaches or by pro-
cesses for modeling the relationship between standard devia-
tion and concentration.

1.2.2 Second, unlike most other approaches, the WDE
process accounts for analytical bias at the concentrations of
interest. The relationship of true concentration to measured
concentration (that is, the recovery curve) is established and
utilized in converting from as-measured to true concentration.

1.2.3 Third, most traditional approaches to detection limits
only address the issue of false positives. Although false
negatives may not be of concern in some data uses, there are
many uses where understanding and/or control of false nega-
tives is important. Without the false-negative-control
information, data reported with just a critical-level value are
incompletely described and the qualities of data at these levels
incompletely disclosed.

1.2.4 Fourth and last, the WDE standard utilizes a
statistical-tolerance interval in calculations, such that future
measurements may reasonably be expected to be encompassed
by the WDE 90 % of the time. Many older approaches have
used the statistical confidence interval, which is not intended to
encompass individual future measurements, and has been
misunderstood and misapplied. Procedures using the confi-
dence interval cannot provide the stated control when the
detection-limit value is applied to future sample results; such
application is the primary use of these values.

1.3 To summarize, the WDE is computed to be the lowest
true concentration at which there is 90 % confidence that a
single (future) measurement (from the studied laboratory) will
have a true detection probability of at least 95 % and a true
non-detection probability of at least 99 % (when measuring a
blank sample). For the laboratory in the study, the critical value

1 This practice is under the jurisdiction of ASTM Committee D19 on Water and
is the direct responsibility of Subcommittee D19.02 on Quality Systems,
Specification, and Statistics.
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is the true concentration at which, on average, (with approxi-
mately 90 % confidence) will not be exceeded by 99 % of all
measurements of samples with true concentration of zero (that
is, blanks). These values are established by modeling the
precision and establishing the recovery/bias over a range of
concentrations, as well as by using a tolerance interval. The
complexities of the WDE procedure may appear daunting, but
the additional considerations are necessary if meaningfully
estimates of the actual detection capabilities of analytical
methods are to be made. The concepts are tractable by degreed
chemists, and the use of the available ASTM DQCALC
Excel-based software makes the data analysis and limit deter-
minations easy.

1.4 A within-laboratory detection estimate is useful in
characterizing the concentration below which a method, for an
analyte, as implemented in a specific laboratory, does not (with
high confidence) discriminate the presence of the analyte from
that of the absence of an analyte. As such an estimator, the
WDE Standard (and the WDE and WCL values produced
through its application) are useful where a trace-analysis
testing method needs to be used.

1.5 This international standard was developed in accor-
dance with internationally recognized principles on standard-
ization established in the Decision on Principles for the
Development of International Standards, Guides and Recom-
mendations issued by the World Trade Organization Technical
Barriers to Trade (TBT) Committee.

2. Referenced Documents

2.1 ASTM Standards:2

D1129 Terminology Relating to Water
D6091 Practice for 99 %/95 % Interlaboratory Detection

Estimate (IDE) for Analytical Methods with Negligible
Calibration Error

D7510 Practice for Performing Detection and Quantitation
Estimation and Data Assessment Utilizing DQCALC
Software, based on ASTM Practices D6091 and D6512 of
Committee D19 on Water

E1763 Guide for Interpretation and Use of Results from
Interlaboratory Testing of Chemical Analysis Methods

3. Terminology

3.1 Definitions—For definitions of terms used in this
practice, refer to Terminology D1129.

3.2 Definitions of Terms Specific to This Standard:
3.2.1 99 % ⁄95 % Within-laboratory Detection Estimate,

n—(99 % ⁄95 % WDE, also denoted LD for Limit of Detection,
analogous to Currie (1)3) The lowest concentration at which
there is 90 % confidence that a single measurement from the
laboratory studied will have a true detection probability of at
least 95 % and a true non-detection probability of at least 99 %.

3.2.2 Probability of False Detection (α), n—The within-
laboratory false-positive probability that a single measurement
of a blank sample will result in a detection; see Fig. 1.

3.2.2.1 Discussion—This probability is often referred to as
the Type-1-error probability; it depends on the analyte, mea-
surement system, analytical method, matrix, analyst, and
measurement (recovery) threshold (measurement critical
value) used to decide whether detection has occurred.

3.2.3 Probability of True Non-detection (1-α), n—The
within-laboratory true-negative probability that a single mea-
surement of a blank sample will result in a non-detection.

3.2.3.1 Discussion—This concept is the complement of the
probability of false detection. (See Fig. 1.) This probability
also depends on the analyte, measurement system, analytical
method, matrix, analyst, and response threshold.

3.2.4 Probability of True Detection (1-β or 1-β(T)), n—The
within-laboratory probability that a single measurement of a
sample containing a nonzero analyte concentration, T, will
result in a detection; see Fig. 1.

3.2.4.1 Discussion—This probability: 1) is often referred to
as statistical power or the power of detection, 2) depends
explicitly on the concentration (T), and 3) depends implicitly
on the analyte, measurement system, analytical method,
matrix, analyst, and critical value for detection.

2 For referenced ASTM standards, visit the ASTM website, www.astm.org, or
contact ASTM Customer Service at service@astm.org. For Annual Book of ASTM
Standards volume information, refer to the standard’s Document Summary page on
the ASTM website.

3 The boldface numbers in parentheses refer to a list of references at the end of
this standard.

FIG. 1 Normal Distribution of Zero Concentration (without bias), Low Concentration (near zero) and Simplest Case of Reliable Detection
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3.2.5 Probability of False Non-detection (β or β(T)), n—The
within-laboratory false-negative probability that a single mea-
surement of a sample containing a nonzero analyte
concentration, T, will result in a non-detection.

3.2.5.1 Discussion—This concept is the complement of the
probability of true detection. (See Fig. 1.) This probability
function: 1) is often referred to as the Type-2-error probability
function, 2) depends explicitly on the concentration (T), and 3)
depends implicitly on the analyte, measurement system, ana-
lytical method, matrix, analyst, and critical value for detection.

3.2.6 Detection Limit (DL) or Limit of Detection (LD),
n—For the studied laboratory, a numerical value, expressed in
physical units or proportion, intended to represent the lowest
level of reliable detection (that is, a level that can be discrimi-
nated from zero with high probability, while simultaneously
allowing high probability of non-detection when blank samples
are measured).

3.2.7 Censored Measurement, n—A measurement that is not
reported numerically or reported missing, but reported as a
nondetect or a less-than (for example, “less than 0.1 ppb”).

3.2.7.1 Discussion—A non-zero report means that a
measurement-system algorithm determined that the measure-
ment should not be reported numerically because: 1) it was
considered insufficiently precise or insufficiently unbiased, or
2) the identification of the analyte was suspect. A reported
“less-than” may have the same meaning; however, such a
report also implies (perhaps erroneously) that any concentra-
tion greater than or equal to the accompanying value (for
example, 0.1 ppb) can be measured and will be reported
numerically.

3.2.8 100(1-γ) %—Confidence Statistical Tolerance Limit
for 100(1-δ) % of a Population (also known as a One-Sided
Statistical Tolerance Interval), n—A statistically determined
limit that will, with 100(1-γ) % confidence, exceed (or fall
below) 100(1-δ) % of the population (that is, the 100(1-δ) %
quantile). See Hahn and Meeker (2) for further explanation and
tables of values.

3.3 Acronyms:
3.3.1 ILSD—Intralaboratory standard deviation
3.3.2 WCL
3.3.3 WDE
3.3.4 YC
3.3.5 YD

4. Summary of Practice

4.1 Data representative of the laboratory, method, and
media at multiple (at least five) concentrations of the analyte,
covering the range from zero (or near zero) to at or above the
level of expected quantitation, are generated. The fundamental
assumption is that the media tested, the concentrations tested,
and the protocols followed are representative of the written test
method as implemented in the laboratory. The WDE compu-
tations must be based on retained data (after optional outlier
removal) from at least six independent measurements at a
minimum of five concentrations.

4.2 The relationship between the within-laboratory mea-
surement standard deviation and the true concentration is

established by evaluating a series of potentially appropriate
models, from simplest to most complex (that is, constant,
straight-line, hybrid, and exponential). This evaluation of
models includes statistical significance and residual analysis. A
single model (selected by the user, based on statistical best-fit,
visual review of fit and residuals, and judgment) is then used to
predict within-laboratory measurement standard deviation at
any true concentration.

4.3 If the within-laboratory standard deviation is not
constant, weights must be generated for fitting the true versus
measured concentration relationship (that is, the straight-line
relationship between measured concentration and true
concentration, known as the mean-recovery relationship), us-
ing weighted least squares; software such as DQCALC will do
this modeling. For constant standard deviation, ordinary least-
squares is used to fit the mean-recovery relationship. The
true-versus-measured linear fit is evaluated for statistical sig-
nificance and behavior of the residuals.

4.4 The modeled within-laboratory standard deviation at
zero concentration is used to compute YC, the measured
concentration that (with 90% confidence) 99 % of samples
with true concentrations of zero will be less than (that is, less
than the YC). The YD is computed to be the measured
concentration that (with approximately 90 % confidence) will
produce measurements that will exceed YC at least 95 % of the
time; simultaneously when blank samples are measured, YD
will not exceed YC more than 1 % of the time (that is, will not
exceed the reliable detection level, YD). In turn, the WCL and
the WDE are the true concentrations corresponding to YC and
YD, respectively, from the recovery regression.

4.5 While the application of this practice does require the
use of statistics, the complex calculations are performed by the
adjunct software, DQCALC. Practice D6091 provides the
complete mathematical basis for the calculations. Appendix X1
provides an example WDE calculation.

5. Significance and Use

5.1 This practice can be used in a single laboratory for trace
analysis (that is, where: 1) there are concentrations near the
lower limit of the method and 2) the measurements system’s
capability to discriminate analyte presence from analyte ab-
sence is of interest). In these testing situations, a reliable
estimate of the minimum level at which there is confidence that
detection of the analyte by the method represents true presence
of the analyte in the sample is key. Where within-laboratory
detection is important to data use, the WDE procedure should
be used to establish the within-laboratory detection capability
for each unique application of a method.

5.2 When properly applied, the WDE procedure ensures that
the 99 % ⁄95 % WDE has the following properties:

5.2.1 Routinely Achievable Detection—The laboratory is
able to attain detection performance routinely, using studied
measurement systems, without extraordinary effort, and there-
fore at reasonable cost. This property is needed for a detection
limit to be practically useful while scientifically sound. Rep-
resentative equipment and analysts must be included in the
study that generates the data to calculate the WDE.
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5.2.2 Inclusion of Routine Sources of Error—If appropriate
data are used in calculation, the WDE practice will realistically
account for sources of variation and bias common to the
measurement process and routine for sample analysis. These
sources include, but are not limited to: 1) intrinsic instrument
noise, 2) some typical amount of carryover error, and 3)
differences in analysts, sample preparation, and instruments
(including signal-processing methods and software versions).

5.2.3 Exclusion of Avoidable Sources of Error—The WDE
practice excludes avoidable sources of bias and variation, (that
is, those which can reasonably be avoided in routine field
measurements). Avoidable sources would include, but are not
limited to: 1) inappropriate modifications to the method, the
sample, measurement procedure, or measurement equipment,
and 2) gross and easily discernible transcription errors (pro-
vided there was a way to detect and either correct or eliminate
such errors in routine sample testing).

5.2.4 Low Probability of False Detection—Consistent with
a measured concentration threshold (YC), the WCL is a true
concentration that will provide a high probability (estimated at
99 %) of true non-detection (and thus a low estimated prob-
ability of false detection (α) equal to 1 %). Thus, when a
sample with a real concentration of zero is measured, the
probability of not detecting the analyte (that is, the probability
that the measured value of the blank will be less than the WCL)
would be greater than 99 %. To be most useful, this property
must be demonstrated for the particular matrix being used, and
not just for reagent-grade water.

5.2.5 Low Probability of False Non-detection—Where ap-
propriate data have been used for calculations, the WDE
provides a true concentration at which there is a high estimated
probability (at least 95 %) of true detection (and thus a low
estimated probability of false non-detection (β) equal to 5 % at
the WDE), with a simultaneously low estimated probability of
false detection. Thus, when a sample with a true concentration
at the WDE is measured, the probability of detection would be
estimated to be at least 95 %. To be useful, this property must
be demonstrated for the particular matrix being used, and not
just for reagent-grade water.

NOTE 1—The referenced probabilities, α and β, are key parameters for
risk-based assessment of a detection limit.

5.3 When this practice is utilized by a laboratory to develop
these false-positive- and false-negative-control point estimates,
from data representative of routine operations, the laboratory
may confidently claim these levels of false-positive and false-
negative control in the future, so long as the data used remain
representative of that future operation. The laboratory may also
qualify reported data using the appropriate point estimates (for
example YC, YD, WCL, WDE) or censor data below the WCL
as a valid basis for these data-reporting practices.

5.3.1 The WDE Standard does not provide the basis for any
prospective use of the test method by other laboratories for
reliable detection of low-level concentrations, even for the
same analyte and same media (matrix).

5.3.2 The WDE values from a given laboratory may be used
to compare the detection power of different methods for
analysis of the same analyte in the same matrix by that
laboratory.

5.4 The WDE practice applies to measurement methods for
which calibration error (that is, the error in the calibration of
the measurement system) is minor relative to the combined
other sources of variability. Some examples of other sources
and when they may be dominant are:

5.4.1 Sample preparation (dominant especially when cali-
bration standards do not go through sample-preparation steps).

5.4.2 Differences in analysts where a laboratory has more
than one person who may perform each method step.

5.4.3 Instrument differences (measurement equipment),
which could take the form of differences in manufacturer,
model, hardware, electronics, separation columns, sampling
rate, chemical-processing rate, integration time, software
algorithms, internal-signal processing and thresholds, effective
sample volume, and contamination level.

5.5 Reducing calibration error by use of allowable, though
more stringent, calibration procedures (for example, multiple
concentrations, replication, tight calibration-acceptance
criteria, etc.) and through calibration verification (for example,
analysis of a traceable standard from a second, independent
source, calibration diagnostics) can reduce the magnitude of
the calibration error.

5.6 Alternative Data-Quality Objectives—Other values for
α, β, confidence, etc. may be chosen as parameters; however,
this procedure addresses only those stated here in.

5.7 Collectively, the many sources of variation combine to
cause within-laboratory measurements at any true concentra-
tion to be normally distributed. The assumption of normality is
important for some of the statistics used; data normality should
be assessed if there is reason to believe this assumption is not
valid.

5.8 If control of false negatives is not a data-quality
objective, the WCL determined through this procedure pro-
vides a sound criterion for future determination of false-
positive control; in such cases, the laboratory may confidently
claim that true values above the WCL have a statistically
significant difference from like-matrix zero-concentration
samples (for example, from the method blank), but nothing
more.

5.9 Where as-measured values (for example, not corrected
for bias), not true values are of interest, YC and YD may be
used as these as-measured levels of the WCL and WDE.

6. Procedure

6.1 This procedure is described in stages as follows: Devel-
opment of Data, Data Screening, Modeling Standard
Deviation, Fitting the Recovery Relationship, and Computing
the Critical Value and Detection Estimate.

6.2 Development of Data for Input to the Calculations—A
single WDE calculation is performed per analyte, matrix/
media, and method. A minimum of five concentrations must be
used to allow for high-quality estimation of true verses
measured concentration, and for modeling the relationship of
standard deviation to true concentration. A minimum of six
values at each concentration are required in this practice to
provide a high-quality estimation of the standard-deviation and
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the recovery relationships. Additional concentrations (and
especially additional, representative, independent samples at
each concentration) are highly encouraged, as they will reduce
the uncertainty in the estimate. Data for each WDE calculation
should come from only one laboratory, one method, and be for
only one analyte in one matrix/medium. Concentrations may
be designed in advance or data already developed may be used.

6.2.1 Designing Concentrations—Where concentrations are
being selected in advance of the collection of data, the
development of an optimal design should consider many
factors, including:

(1) Concentrations of available data, such as routine
quality-control samples.

(2) Potential use of the same data to calculate quantitation
limits and or other control limits.

(3) The anticipated or previously determined WDE (top of
the range should exceed this value by at least a factor of 2).

(4) The potential need to eliminate the lowest concentra-
tion(s) selected (see zero-concentration discussion above).

6.2.1.1 Where possible, select a WDE study design that has
enough distinct concentrations to assess statistical lack of fit of
the models (see Draper and Smith (3)). Recommended designs
are: (a) The semi-geometric design at five or more true
concentrations, T1, T2, and so forth, such as: 0, WDE0/D2,
WDE0/D, WDE0, D × WDE0, D2 × WDE0, where D is a
number greater or equal to 2 and WDE0 is an initial estimate of
the WDE, (b) equi-spaced design: 0, WDE0/2, WDE0, (3/2) ×
WDE0, 2 × WDE0, (5/2) × WDE0. Other designs with at least
five concentrations should be adequate, provided that the
candidate design includes blanks, at least one concentration
approximately equal to 2 × WDE0, and at least one nonzero
concentration below WDE0.

6.2.2 Considerations for All True Concentration Selections:
6.2.2.1 The range of the data should allow for a single

model (ideally a straight-line model) in true concentration for
mean recovery from zero to the maximum concentration in the
study; also, a single model (one of the four models in this
practice) in true concentration should describe the within-
laboratory measurement standard deviation in the range from
zero to the maximum concentration.

6.2.2.2 The concentration range must be sufficient to enable
statistically significant coefficients to be estimated for the ILSD
and mean-recovery models. The anticipated form of the ILSD
model (that is, the relationship between within-laboratory
measurement standard deviation and true concentration), if
known, can help in choosing a WDE study design. Four ILSD
models are provided herein: constant, straight-line (increasing),
exponential (increasing), and hybrid. Chemistry, physics, em-
pirical evidence, or informed judgment may make one model
more likely than others. Evaluation of multi-laboratory
method-validation studies (such as those produced by ASTM
and EPA) may also provide valuable information.

6.2.2.3 The use of very high concentration data, outside of
the trace range, should be minimized, as such data are more
likely to be subject to a different modeling fit (as in flattening
response at high concentrations) and will influence the WDE/
WCL determinations. The user manual for DQCALC software
provides instructions for evaluation of the software-generated

graphics, which aid in identifying inappropriate high concen-
trations. General considerations include:

(1) For methods where instruments are calibrated over a
broad range (for example, multiple orders of magnitude), the
concentrations selected for the study should never exceed the
range in which linearity of calibration from the lowest calibra-
tion concentration has been demonstrated.

(2) Where on-going quality-control information is avail-
able and it indicates that precision is good at the concentration
of this quality control measure, (for example, 5%RSD or less,
at higher concentrations), then establishing the maximum
concentration for the study at or below that concentration
should be considered.

(3) Where on-going QC demonstrates a high %RSD (for
example, above 30 %), several concentrations at and above the
concentration of the QC sample should be included.

NOTE 2—33%RSD approximates the 99 % confidence of three standard
deviations and is a general approximation of the concentrations at which
detection occurs.

NOTE 3—Where more than five concentrations are available, calcula-
tions with and without the highest concentration(s) included can also
provide insight into the degree of impact the high concentration(s) is
having on the recovery relationship and on the modeling of standard
deviation.

6.2.2.4 To be used in the study, known, routine sources of
measurement variability (consistent with those of routine
analysis of samples) must be in action at the time of the
generation of the data, if the WDE and WCL are to be used for
characterizing routine performance. That is, in order for the
WDE to represent routinely achieved detection, the data used
for WDE calculation must be generated under routine analyti-
cal conditions at trace concentrations. Representative within-
laboratory variation can only be seen if the number of qualified
analysts and qualified measurement systems in the laboratory
are represented. The more data used and the more combina-
tions included, the less effect any specific bias in these pairings
should have on the WDE estimate. Similarly, sample manage-
ment (for example, holding time) and allowed variations in
sample-processing procedures must be included. The time
period spanned must allow for incorporation of routine sources
of variation. This consideration should include factors such as
the frequency of calibration of instruments, introduction of
newly prepared or purchased standards, reagents and supplies,
and sample holding times. Historically, the failure to utilize
representative data in determination of detection limits has
been a primary component of poor-quality detection estimates
and should be strictly avoided (garbage in, garbage out).
Ideally, each measurement would be an unsuspected blind
measurement made by a different analyst using a different
(qualified) measurement system (that is, instrument) on a
different day, in random order. In any case, the goal is to
minimize special treatment of the study samples.

6.2.2.5 Where the WQE is meant to represent the best
possible performance, and not routine performance, then opti-
mized conditions for data generation would be appropriate.
Similarly, if the performance of only a single process, instru-
ment system, analyst, etc. is of interest, only the applicable
variables should be included. It is the responsibility of the user
of this practice to assure that the appropriate data are utilized
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for the end use(s) of WDE. Where the end use is unknown, the
data generator who is using it needs to disclose the specific
attributes of the data used in the calculation (as well as the
%RSD), and thus of the WDE.

6.2.2.6 Where preexisting, routine-source data (for
example, quality-control data) are used, care must be taken to
assure that: 1) each data point represents a true and indepen-
dent sampling of the population (as well as of the sample
medium being examined, where applicable) and 2) all sample-
processing steps and equipment (for example, bottles,
preservatives, holding, preparation, cleanup) are represented.
Also, “true” concentration levels must either be known (that is,
true “spiked” concentration levels), or knowable, after the fact.
A concentration is considered known if reference standards can
be purchased or constructed, and knowable if an accurate
determination can be made.

6.2.2.7 Transformation of other types of data (such as
laboratory replicates, which under-represent the variability as
compared to independent samples and usually do not have
known true concentrations), using scientifically and statisti-
cally sound approaches is not prohibited by this practice.
However, care must be taken and the validity of these trans-
formations tested. It is also critical that any standards used to
prepare study samples be completely independent of the
standards used to calibrate the instrument.

6.2.2.8 Blank correction should not be performed, unless
the method requires this correction to calculate result values.

6.2.3 True-Concentration Zero (Blank) Data Discussion—
Where possible, it is preferable to include data from samples
with true concentration of zero (for example, blanks).
However, for many methods, it may not be possible to conduct
an unbiased sampling of the zero (blank) concentration
samples, since instruments and software systems routinely
smooth electronic information (raw data) from the detector,
and software settings may censor reported data. Through these
automated processes, many testing instruments return to the
operator a result value of “zero,” when, if these processes had
been turned off, a non-zero numeric result (positive or nega-
tive) would have been produced. These “false-zero” values
adversely affect the use of the zero-concentration data in
statistics and should not be used for WQE studies. Most
chromatography systems (and many other types of computer-
assisted instruments) have instrument set-points (such as (digi-
tal) bunch rate, slope sensitivity, and minimum area counts)
that are operator-controllable. For purposes of this study,
generating as much uncensored low-level data as practical is
important; the presence of these processes as well as the setting
of any operator-controllable setting should be evaluated.

NOTE 4—Qualitative criteria used by the method to identify and
discriminate analytes are separate criteria and must be satisfied according
to the method.

6.2.3.1 Once true-concentration zero measurements have
been generated, and prior to use, it is important to examine and
evaluate these data. A graph of measured concentration by
frequency of occurrence may be helpful. However, unless a
fairly large sample size is represented (for example, n>20), the
distribution may be distorted by the random nature of sampling

alone. As a general rule, if there were no bias, then on average
and over a large sampling, a truly uncensored set of zero-
concentration (blank) data would have a mean of zero with
approximately half of the results being negative values and half
positive, and be normally distributed. If some positive or
negative bias were present, the percentages would shift.
However, in general the frequency should be higher near the
mean of the values and should decline as the concentrations
move away from the mean, with approximately half of the
non-mean data above and half below the mean.

6.2.3.2 Blank data are considered suspect if: 1) there is no
variation in these data, 2) there are an inordinate number of
zero values (and no negative values) relative to the frequencies
of positive values (see 6.2.3), 3) if there is a high frequency of
the lowest value in the data set (for example, where minimum-
peak-area rejection has been used) relative to the frequency of
higher concentration values, and few or no lower values, or 4)
a frequency graphic does not begin to approximate a bell curve
(when there are 20 or more samples).

6.2.3.3 If the distribution of the data is suspect, the
literature, plus instrument-software and equipment manuals,
should be consulted. These documents can provide an under-
standing of: 1) the theory of operation of the detection system,
2) the signal processing, calibration, etc., and 3) other aspects
of the conversion of response to reported values. Judgment will
be needed to determine whether to use some or all of the
true-concentration-zero (blank) data, or to exclude the data
from the calculations. In general, if less than 10 % of the
zero-concentration data are: 1) censored, 2) suspect, or 3)
false-zeros, then these “problem” data should be removed.
Only the remaining blank data are used in the WQE calcula-
tions and there must be at least six such data points. Where the
zero concentration is excluded or is not possible to obtain, it is
important to include a true concentration as close as possible to
zero in the study design.

6.2.3.4 Where 75 % or less of the data are censored or
smoothed, and there are at least six remaining values, it is
reasonable to use statistical procedures to simulate the part of
the distribution that is missing or smoothed. Software proce-
dures are commercially available. Additionally, procedures
such as log-normal transformation may be used to accommo-
date data that are not normally distributed. The presence of
zero-concentration in the study data and in the WQE is not as
critical as inclusion of such data in the WDE calculations.
Therefore, the decision about inclusion or exclusion of zero-
concentration data in a WQE data set should weigh the
following against the quality of the zero-concentration data: 1)
the number of other concentrations available, 2) the range of
the other concentrations, and 3) the risk of extrapolation of the
WDE outside the data-set concentration range.

6.2.3.5 True Concentrations Near Zero—As with concen-
tration zero, true concentrations very near to zero may also
have been censored, have been smoothed, and contain false-
zeros. Examination of these very low concentrations, as above
for zero concentration, is important. The likelihood of occur-
rence and the percentage of data affected decreases with
increasing concentration.
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