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Foreword

This European Telecommunication Standard (ETS) has been produced by the Terminal Equipment (TE)
Technical Committee of the European Telecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI).
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1 Scope

Videotex is a public access information system which allows for the connection of a variety of terminal
equipment to databases of information (servers) or to other terminals over widely available public
telecommunications facilities. Initially, terminals were connected to information servers over the
conventional Public Switched Telephone Network (PSTN). This was accomplished using low cost
modems: typically at 1 200/75 or 1 200/1 200 bit/s. With the introduction of the Integrated Services Digital
Network (ISDN) and improved modem facilities, a number of other optional configurations are becoming
viable for the connection of Videotex terminals to server systems. These include higher speed
conventional modems at 2 400 or 4 800 bit/s, much higher speed modems such as 9 600 bit/s (CCITT
Recommendation V.29 [18], CCITT Recommendation V.32 [19]) or 14 400 bit/s (CCITT Recommendation
V.17 [17]) and ISDN connections using packet mode on a B or D channel and circuit switched mode.

A number of Videotex communications configurations are possible using these new communications
facilities. This ETS describes  the method by which these facilities will be used in Videotex.

This ETS describes the application layer and lower layer protocols which are to be used for terminal to
host Videotex systems operating over various types of networks. This includes:

- ISDN 64 kbit/s circuit mode;

- ISDN 64 kbit/s packet mode;

- ISDN D channel packet mode;

- PSTN packet mode operation using CCITT V. series modems.

In addition, the existing PSTN based Videotex services are identified. These services make use of
relatively low speed modems operating in asynchronous circuit switched mode over the PSTN or
equivalent networks.

This ETS also identifies the data syntax profiles to be used in the various configurations within the various
countries, together with the common data syntaxes for audio and photographic information. The
relationships between the various CCITT Recommendations applicable to Videotex are defined.

2 Normative references

This ETS incorporates by dated or undated reference, provisions from other publications. These
normative references are cited at the appropriate places in the text and the publications are listed
hereafter. For dated references, subsequent amendments to or revisions of any of these publications
apply to this ETS only when incorporated in it by amendment of revision. For undated references the latest
edition of the publication referred to applies.

[1] CCITT Recommendation F.300 (1988): "Videotex service".

[2] ISO 2022 (1986): "Information processing - 7-bit and 8-bit coded character sets
- Code extension techniques".

[3] ISO 9281 (1990): "Information technology - Picture coding method".

[4] ETS 300 072: "Terminal Equipment (TE); Videotex Presentation Layer protocol,
Videotex presentation layer data syntax".

[5] ETS 300 073: "Videotex presentation layer data syntax, Geometric Display
(CEPT Recommendation T/TE 06-02, Edinburgh 1988)".

[6] ETS 300 074: "Videotex presentation layer data syntax transparent data (CEPT
Recommendation T/TE 06-03, Edinburgh 1988)".

[7] ETS 300 075: "Terminal Equipment (TE); Videotex processable data".
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