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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide
federation of national standards bodies (ISO member bodies). The work
of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for
which a technical committee has been established has the right to be
represented on that committee. International organizations, govern-
mental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the
work. ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical
Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are
circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an Inter-
national Standard requires approval by at least 75% of the member
bodies casting a vote.

International Standard ISO 3402 was prepared by Technical Committee
ISO/TC 126, Tobacco and tobacco products.

This third edition cancels and replaces the second edition (ISO
3402:1978), which has been technically revised.
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Introduction

During 1988 and 1989, collaborative studies by task forces composed of
members of the Cooperation Centre for Scientific Research Relative to
Tobacco (CORESTA), “Smoke” and “Technology” groups, have been
made on the repeatabilily and reproducibility of tests on tobacco and
tobacco products.

In order to ensure comparability between test results from different
laboratories it has been proved necessary to specify a single atmos-
phere for conditioning and testing rather than allowing the use of one
of the three possibilities provided for in the two previous editions of this
International Standard.

It has also been found that, in practice, the previous tolerances on
relative humidity for the test atmosphere were difficult to achieve.

These studies have resulted in the publication of CORESTA rec-
ommended method No. 21.
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