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Foreword

This Amendment EN 615:1994/A1:2001 to EN 615:1994 has been prepared by Technical
Committee CEN/TC 191 "Fixed firefighting systems", the secretariat of which is held by
BSI.

This Amendment to the European Standard EN 615:1994 shall be given the status of a
national standard, either by publication of an identical text or by endorsement, at the latest
by December 2001, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the latest by
December 2001.

This European Standard is one of a series giving specifications for fire extinguishing media
in common use and which are in need of specification for firefighting purposes.  The other
standards, published or in preparation, are:

EN 25923 Fire protection - Fire extinguishing media - Carbon dioxide (ISO
5923:1989)

EN 27201-1 Fire protection - Fire extinguishing media  - Halogenated
hydrocarbons - Part 1: Specification for halon 1211 and halon 1301
(ISO 7201-1:1989)

EN 27201-2 Fire protection - Fire extinguishing media - Halogenated
hydrocarbons - Part 2: Code of practice for safe handling and transfer
procedures (ISO 7201-2:1991)

EN 1568 -1 Fire extinguishing media – Foam concentrates - Part 1: Specification
for medium expansion foam concentrates for surface application to
water-immiscible liquids.

EN 1568-2 Fire extinguishing media – Foam concentrates - Part 2: Specification
for high expansion foam concentrates for surface application to
water-immiscible liquids.

EN 1568-3 Fire extinguishing media – Foam concentrates - Part 3: Specification
for low expansion foam concentrates for surface application to water-
immiscible liquids

EN 1568-4 Fire extinguishing media – Foam concentrates - Part 4: Specification
for low expansion foam concentrates for surface application to water-
miscible liquids.

EN 1568-5 Fire extinguishing media – Foam concentrates - Part 5:  Specification
for foam liquids for non-aspirated application to water-immiscible
liquids
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EN 1568-6 Fire extinguishing media – Foam concentrates - Part 6: Specification
for foam liquids for non-aspirated application to water-miscible
liquids

The specifications are designed to establish that the medium in question has at least the
minimum useful fire extinguishing capability and can therefore be reasonably used for fire
extinguishing purposes.

Annexes A, B, C, D and E are normative
Annexes F, G, H, J, K and L provide important information on, and give recommendations
relating to the use, testing and certification of extinguishing powders and are informative.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards
organizations of the following countries are bound to implement this European Standard:
Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland,
Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland
and the United Kingdom.

Clause 2 Normative references

Delete EN 3-1 1993 and replace with EN 3-1  1996.

Add the following :

EN 3-5 1996, Portable fire extinguishers - Part 5: Specification and  supplementary tests

Clause 6 Sieve analysis

Delete existing note and replace with:

NOTE 1  Annex G describes one of the methods of analysis technique which gives
more detailed information on particle size.

NOTE 2  The two methods described in Annex B may give differing results.  The
method used shall therefore be given in the results

Clause 7 Chemical content

Add the following:

NOTE 4: AVERTISSEMENT The mixing of different types of powder (ABC and BC)
may result in caking, and the production of gas which will increase pressure in the
container  to an unsafe level.  Such increases in pressure have been known to cause
containers to rupture,  and to cause bodily injury and damage.

NOTE 5: AVERTISSEMENT Recovered powder may have previously been
contaminated, and may have absorbed moisture.  If it is then recycled the powder may
eventually become lumpy, and interrupt the flow of powder when used on a fire.
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Clause 9 Residual mass after discharge

Delete the existing text and insert:

"When tested in the 6 kg or 9kg extinguisher model recommended by the powder supplier
and used to test conformity to 8 the residual mass shall conform to the requirements of
EN 3-1:1996, Clause 6 and annex A and EN 3-5:1996, Clause 3 and annex A .

Clause 11  Water repellancy

Delete the existing text and replace with:

" There shall be no COMPLETE absorption of the water droplets when the powder is tested
in accordance with annex D.
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Annex D (normative)
Test method for water repellency
D.2 Procedure

Delete the text from " Place the Petri dish" to "indicates absorption" and replace with

"Place the Petri dish in the dessicator for (120 + 5)min at (20 + 5) oC.  Remove the Petri
dish from the dessicator and examine the drops. The drops shall not have been completely
absorbed by the powder.
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