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ISO3601-1:1988 (El 

Foreword 

IS0 (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of 
national standards bodies (IS0 member bodies). The work of preparing International 
Standards is normally carried out through IS0 technical committees. Each member 
body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been established has 
the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, govern- 
mental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. IS0 
collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all 
matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to 
the member bodies for approval before their acceptance as International Standards by 
the IS0 Council. They are approved in accordance with IS0 procedures requiring at 
least 75 % approval by the member bodies voting. 

International Standard IS0 3601-l was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 131, 
Fluid power systems. 

This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition (IS0 3601-l : 1978) of which it 
constitutes a technical revision. This new edition includes the requirements for 
Series A O-rings, for aerospace applications. 

Users should note that all International Standards undergo revision from time to time 
and that any reference made herein to any other International Standard implies its 
latest edition, unless otherwise stated. 

0 International Organization for Standardization, 1988 

Printed in Switzerland 
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD IS0 3601-l : 1988 (E) 

Fluid systems - Sealing devices - O-rings - 

Part 1 I 
Inside diameters, cross-sections, tolerances and size 
identification code 

0 Introduction 

IS0 3601 deals with O-rings and comprises the following parts: 

Part 1 : Inside diameters, cross-sections, tolerances and size 
identification code. 

Part 2: Design criteria for O-ring housings. 

Part 3: Quality acceptance criteria. 

1 Scope and field of application 

This part of IS0 3601 specifies the inside diameters, cross- 
sections, tolerances and size identification code for O-rings 
used in fluid systems. 

The dimensions and tolerances specified in this part of 
IS0 3601 are suitable for any elastomeric material provided that 
suitable tooling is available. 

CAUTION - The tooling most commonly available is 
based on 70 IRHD NBR shrinkage rates (see IS0 48). 

2 References 

IS0 3, Preferred numbers - Series of preferred numbers. 

I SO 48, Vulcanized rubbers - Determination of hardness 
(Hardness between 30 and 85 IRHD). 

IS0 5598, Fluid power systems and components - 
Vocabulary. 

3 Definitions 

For the purposes of this part of IS0 3601, the definitions given 
in IS0 5598 apply. 

NOTE - Throughout this part of IS0 3601, the term “O-ring” has been 
adopted although the correct technical term is “toroidal sealing ring”. 

4 Configuration 

The shape of the O-ring shall be toroidal, as shown in the 
figure. 

e Section diameter 

Figure - Typical O-ring configuration 
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1s0 3601-1 : 1988 E) 

5 Inside diameters, dl, cross-sections 
(section diameter), d2, and tolerances 

The combinations of inside diameters, cross-sections and 
tolerances shall be chosen from table 2 (Series G for general- 
purpose applications) or table 3 (Series A for aerospace ap- 
plications). 

See caution note in clause 1. 

NOTE - The dimensions for the inside diameter were selected from 
the series of preferred numbers (see IS0 3). 

6 Size identification code 

O-rings shall be designated by a six-character alphanumeric size 
identification code which shall be arranged in the same way as 
in the example below for a general-purpose O-ring having an 
inside diameter, d,, of 3,55 mm and a section diameter, d2, of 
1,8 mm. 

Letter symbol to represent the section diameter, 
dq (see table 1) d 

Four-digit element to represent the inside diameter 
dl, expressed in tenths of a millimetre I 

NOTE - The decimal is assumed to be placed after the third digit 
of this element. The code omits the second decimal place of d,, 
even though many dimensions d, are specified to a hundredth of a 
millimetre. 

Letter symbol to indicate application 

AOO35G 
-T-l-- 

, 

- G : general-purpose application 

- A: aerospace application 

NOTE - This element may be omitted when the basic standard for the 
parts concerned defines the application. 

Table I - Letter symbol for first element 
of size identification code 

Cross-section 
(section diameter) 

d2 
mm 

Letter symbol 

13 A 
2,65 B 
3,55 C 
5,3 D 
7 E 

Further examples of size identification code 

Size code d2 x 4 Application 

B0345A 2,65 mm x 34,5 mm Aerospace 

CO5OOA 3,55 mm x 50 mm Aerospace 

D23OOG 5,3 mm x 230 mm General purpose 

E4620G 7mm x 462mm General purpose 

7 Identification statement (Reference to this part of 
IS0 3601) 

Use the following statement in test reports, catalogues and 
sales literature when electing to comply with this part of 
IS0 3601: 

“Inside diameters, cross-sections, tolerances and size iden- 
tification code area in accordance with IS0 3601-1, Fluid 
systems - Sealing devices - O-rings - Part 7: Inside 
diameters, cross-set tions, tolerances and size identification 
code. If 
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