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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards 
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out 
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical 
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International 
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of 
electrotechnical standardization. 

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are 
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for the 
different types of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the 
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www​.iso​.org/​directives).

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. Details of 
any patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the Introduction and/or 
on the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www​.iso​.org/​patents).

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not 
constitute an endorsement. 

For an explanation of the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and 
expressions related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO's adherence to the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) see www​.iso​.org/​
iso/​foreword​.html.

This document was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC  58, Gas cylinders, Subcommittee SC  4, 
Operational requirements of gas cylinders.

This third edition cancels and replaces the second edition (ISO 10961:2010), which has been technically 
revised.

The main changes compared to the previous edition are as follows:

—	 the terminology was brought in line with ISO 10286, as far as possible,

—	 storage was added throughout the document as a possible use case,

—	 the descriptions of the drop tests were clarified,

—	 the descriptions of the leak tests were clarified,

—	 a new figure was added showing the angle for the vertical drop test,

—	 the rotating drop test has been differentiated by whether the bundle is fitted with cylinders 
vertically or horizontally,

—	 the additional requirements for acetylene cylinder bundles were clarified,

—	 the information for the bundle identification for filling was moved to Annex C.

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user's national standards body. A 
complete listing of these bodies can be found at https://​www​.iso​.org/​members​.html.
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Introduction

For some applications, the contents of an individual gas cylinder might not satisfy the gas demand, in 
which case assemblies of cylinders can be used to supply larger volumes of gas in a single unit. The 
single unit, which contains a number of cylinders, is known as a cylinder bundle.

Such a cylinder bundle is a portable assembly, designed to be routinely lifted, that consists of a frame 
and two or more cylinders connected to a manifold by cylinder valves or fittings so that the cylinders 
can be filled, transported and emptied without disassembly.

A cylinder bundle can be subjected to rough handling in the course of normal operations.

There are types of gas cylinder assemblies that use cylinder bundle components but are designed to be 
disassembled at each filling to enable the cylinders to be filled individually. Although these assemblies 
do not conform to the basic definition of a cylinder bundle, they are commonly referred to as bundles. 
Their special requirements are provided in Annex A.

Acetylene cylinder bundles are often filled without disassembly. The confirmation of solvent content 
can be achieved with or without disassembling the bundle. Replenishing of solvent is usually done after 
a defined number of fillings. Their special requirements are provided in Annex B.

In International Standards, weight is equivalent to a force, expressed in Newton. However, in common 
parlance (as used in terms defined in this document), the word “weight” continues to be used to mean 
“mass”, but this practice is deprecated (see ISO 80000-4).

This document has been written so that it is suitable to be referenced in the UN Model Regulations[1].
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