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IMPORTANT — PLEASE NOTE

This is a mark-up copy and uses the following colour coding:

Text example 1 — indicates added text (in green)

Fext-exampte2 — indicates removed text (in red)

| | — indicates added graphic figure

———— ] — indicates removed graphic figure
1x.. — Heading numbers containg modifications are highlighted in yellow in
the Table of Contents

All changes in this document have yet to reach concensus by vote and as such should only
be used internally for review purposes.

DISCLAIMER

This Redline version provides you with a quick and easy way to compare the main changes
between this edition of the standard and its previous edition. It doesn’t capture all single
changes such as punctuation but highlights the modifications providing customers with
the most valuable information. Therefore it is important to note that this Redline version is
not the official ISO standard and that the users must consult with the clean version of the
standard, which is the official standard, for implementation purposes.
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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work.
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of
electrotechnical standardization.

in accordance with the
org[directivesl

ww.iso.org/patent

Foreword - Supplementary information

ISO/TC 43, Acoustics.

This edition cancels and replaces the {m-se- edition (ISO 1683:&9'89-), which has
been technically revised.
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Introduction

Various kinds of acoustical and vibratory levels expressed in decibels are commonly used in acoustics.
In order to establish a uniform basis for the expression of those levels, a set of agreed reference values
is needed.

The reference value determines whether the level for a particular quantity is positive or negative. For
general measurements and many engineering specifications, it is desirable that levels of a given kind be
consistently positive (or consistently negative) rather than both positive and negative.

In general, a reference value is expressed as the number one and a derived SI unit formed by the use of
an appropriate SI prefix.

The values specified in this International Standard represent the values internationally adopted=fer

SeVCraraeeaaes.

For airborne sound, a special reference value for sound pressure is stated according to widespread use
and legal implications.
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