
© ISO 2017

Traditional Chinese medicine — 
Coding rules for Chinese medicines in 
supply chain management
Médecine traditionnelle chinoise — Règles de codage des médecines 
chinoises dans la gestion de la chaîne logistique

INTERNATIONAL 
STANDARD

ISO
20333

First edition
2017-08

Reference number
ISO 20333:2017(E)

Sample Document
get full document from standards.iteh.ai

ISO 20333:2017  •  https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/iso/8798cf11-a86d-4eed-873a-4b5f10591a5f/iso-20333-2017

https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/iso/8798cf11-a86d-4eed-873a-4b5f10591a5f/iso-20333-2017
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/iso/8798cf11-a86d-4eed-873a-4b5f10591a5f/iso-20333-2017


﻿

ISO 20333:2017(E)
﻿

ii� © ISO 2017 – All rights reserved

COPYRIGHT PROTECTED DOCUMENT

©  ISO 2017, Published in Switzerland
All rights reserved. Unless otherwise specified, no part of this publication may be reproduced or utilized otherwise in any form 
or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, or posting on the internet or an intranet, without prior 
written permission. Permission can be requested from either ISO at the address below or ISO’s member body in the country of 
the requester.

ISO copyright office
Ch. de Blandonnet 8 • CP 401
CH-1214 Vernier, Geneva, Switzerland
Tel. +41 22 749 01 11
Fax +41 22 749 09 47
copyright@iso.org
www.iso.org

Sample Document
get full document from standards.iteh.ai

ISO 20333:2017  •  https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/iso/8798cf11-a86d-4eed-873a-4b5f10591a5f/iso-20333-2017

https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/iso/8798cf11-a86d-4eed-873a-4b5f10591a5f/iso-20333-2017
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/iso/8798cf11-a86d-4eed-873a-4b5f10591a5f/iso-20333-2017


﻿

ISO 20333:2017(E)
﻿

Foreword.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................iv
Introduction...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................v
1	 Scope.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 1
2	 Normative references....................................................................................................................................................................................... 1
3	 Terms and definitions...................................................................................................................................................................................... 1
4	 Coding principles.................................................................................................................................................................................................. 2

4.1	 Uniqueness.................................................................................................................................................................................................. 2
4.2	 Compatibility............................................................................................................................................................................................. 2
4.3	 Stability........................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2

5	 Information coding............................................................................................................................................................................................. 3
5.1	 Retail products of Chinese medicines code..................................................................................................................... 3
5.2	 Medicinal code......................................................................................................................................................................................... 3
5.3	 Company internal information code..................................................................................................................................... 3

5.3.1	 General principles............................................................................................................................................................ 3
5.3.2	 Producing area code...................................................................................................................................................... 3
5.3.3	 Measurement unit code.............................................................................................................................................. 4
5.3.4	 Grade code.............................................................................................................................................................................. 4

5.4	 Code of production date................................................................................................................................................................... 4
5.5	 Code of batch number........................................................................................................................................................................ 5
5.6	 Code of batch numbers in logistic unit................................................................................................................................ 5
5.7	 Code of logistic unit............................................................................................................................................................................. 5

6	 Representation of information identification........................................................................................................................ 5
6.1	 One-dimensional bar code representation...................................................................................................................... 6

6.1.1	 One-dimensional bar code representation of retail trade account....................................... 6
6.1.2	 One-dimensional bar code representation of non-retail trade account........................... 6
6.1.3	 One-dimensional bar code representation of logistic unit........................................................... 6

6.2	 Two-dimensional bar code representation..................................................................................................................... 6
6.3	 Radio frequency identification (RFID) representation......................................................................................... 7

6.3.1	 Technical requirements.............................................................................................................................................. 7
6.3.2	 Requirements of encapsulation material.................................................................................................... 7

Bibliography................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 8

© ISO 2017 – All rights reserved� iii

Contents� Page

Sample Document
get full document from standards.iteh.ai

ISO 20333:2017  •  https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/iso/8798cf11-a86d-4eed-873a-4b5f10591a5f/iso-20333-2017

https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/iso/8798cf11-a86d-4eed-873a-4b5f10591a5f/iso-20333-2017
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/iso/8798cf11-a86d-4eed-873a-4b5f10591a5f/iso-20333-2017


﻿

ISO 20333:2017(E)

Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards 
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out 
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical 
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International 
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of 
electrotechnical standardization.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are 
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular the different approval criteria needed for the 
different types of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the 
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www​.iso​.org/​directives).

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. Details of 
any patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the Introduction and/or 
on the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www​.iso​.org/​patents).

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not 
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation on the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and 
expressions related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO’s adherence to the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) see the following 
URL: www​.iso​.org/​iso/​foreword​.html.

This document was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 249, Traditional Chinese medicine.
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Introduction

The popularity of medicinal products derived from natural materials, particularly herbal materials, 
is increasing rapidly. For example, the international market for medicines used in traditional Chinese 
medicine (TCM) was valued at USD 16 billion and is increasing at a rate of 10 % to 20 % per year.

Most goods traded internationally use bar coding to monitor the movement and use of the products. 
For example, even pencils and erasers have bar codes which permit their individual identification. 
However, this does not currently apply to medicines used in TCM. While at least 70 countries now have 
administrative systems in place to regulate TCM, the lack of bar coding is a barrier to the increasing 
trade and to ensuring the identity and quality of ingredients and products for the well-being of 
communities.

This document introduces a bar coding for TCM which is consistent with existing standards. It also 
provides a basis for similar coding systems for the products of related traditional health systems.
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