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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards 
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out 
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical 
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International 
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of 
electrotechnical standardization.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are 
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular the different approval criteria needed for the 
different types of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the 
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. Details of 
any patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the Introduction and/or 
on the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www.iso.org/patents).

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not 
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation on the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and 
expressions related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO's adherence to the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) see the following 
URL: www.iso.org/iso/foreword.html. This document was prepared by technical committee ISO/TC 85, 
Nuclear energy, nuclear technologies, and radiological protection, Subcommittee SC  2, Radiological 
protection.

This second edition cancels and replaces ISO 21909:2015, which has been technically revised.

The main changes compared to the previous edition, based on feedbacks from laboratories applying 
ISO 21909-1, are as follows:

—	 link between ISO 21909-1 and ISO 21909-2 improved by the addition of a flow chart explaining the 
link between the two parts;

—	 irradiations qualities for the energy test modified:

—	 fast energy range enlarged to a range between 10 MeV and 19 MeV;

—	 modification of the possible relative contribution of the thermal field in the mixed field composed 
of 252Cf or 241Am-Be with a thermal one;

—	 modification in the tests and/or criteria for:

—	 the test to potentially eliminate the use of the full neutron and photon package;

—	 the test of the coefficient of variation: criteria given by a function;

—	 the linearity test: modifications in the equation and associated criteria consequently;

—	 the energy and angle dependence of the response test: modification of the performance limits 
using trumpet curves;

—	 alignment of the criteria for the following 3 tests: Stability under various climatic conditions/
effect of light exposure (opacity to light) / effect of storage, all for unexposed dosemeters.

A list of all parts in the ISO 21909 series can be found on the ISO website.
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Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body. A 
complete listing of these bodies can be found at www.iso.org/members.html.
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Introduction

This document gives laboratory-based performance and test requirements for passive dosimetry 
systems to be used for the determination of personal dose equivalent, Hp(10), in neutron fields with 
energies ranging from thermal to approximately 20 MeV.

A dosimetry system may consist of the following elements:

a)	 a passive device, referred to here as a detector, which, after the exposure to radiation, stores 
information (signal) for use in measuring one or more quantities of the incident radiation field;

b)	 a dosemeter, made up of one or more detector(s) incorporated together and with some means of 
identification;

c)	 a reader which is used to read out the stored signal from the detector, and the associated algorithm, 
if applicable, aiming to determine the personal dose equivalent.

A treatment to prepare the dosemeter before irradiation and/or before reading is also part of the 
process and is considered in the document.

This document does not focus on any technique in particular, but intends to be general, including new 
techniques as they emerge. When distinctions are necessary, they are defined as generically as possible, 
e.g., disposable/reusable dosemeters and photon-sensitive dosemeters. In conclusion, no performance 
tests are dedicated to one particular technique, unless it is absolutely necessary. Consequently, this 
document aims to define performance tests leading to similar results, independently of the techniques 
used.

The main objective of this document is to achieve correspondence between performance tests and 
conditions of use at workplaces. Dosimetry systems complying with this document exhibit consistent 
annual dosimetry results in workplace environments. Reaching such an objective means that this 
document accounts for the various situations of exposure in terms of dose levels and neutron energy 
distributions.

Annual exposures of many workers comprise the sum of several low doses close to the minimum 
recording value. The dosemeter needs therefore to be well characterized, not only for use in relatively 
high dose situations but also for use in low dose situations, to ensure that the annual dose is determined 
with an adequate uncertainty. In this document, false positive events when there is not any irradiation, 
are considered but there is no test of the detection threshold by measuring the background signal of 
the dosemeter when it is not irradiated. However, all the tests aimed at characterizing the dosimetric 
performance of the system (coefficient of variation and linearity, energy and angle dependence of 
the responses) are required at two levels of dose: around 1 mSv and close to the minimum recording 
value. The criteria applied at these two levels of dose could differ. This choice is made to ensure that 
dosimetric systems are adapted to the range of doses usually encountered at workplaces.

The main goal of this document is to ensure that a dosemeter is reliable enough to use in most 
workplaces. Reference neutron radiation characteristics and methodologies for the proper calibration 
of the dosemeters are reported in ISO 8529 (all parts), ISO 12789-1 and ISO 29661. The dose equivalent 
distributions of the most common reference radiation sources (e.g. 241Am-Be or 252Cf) as used for 
calibration are generally higher in energy (where the fluence-to-dose-equivalent conversion coefficients 
are greater) than the ones encountered in workplaces. The performance of the dosemeters for neutron 
energies between a few tens and a few hundreds of keV specifically needs to be determined to ensure 
good response in most of the workplaces. To address this need, some performance tests with mono-
energetic neutrons fields at low energies are required in this document.

One well-characterized neutron field (e.g., 241Am-Be or 252Cf) is sufficient to test the stability of 
dosimetric performances for influencing factors (e.g., fading, ageing, the impact of non-neutron radiation 
on the neutron signal, harsh climatic conditions, light exposure, physical damage, and sealing).
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