
Codes for the representation of names 
of countries and their subdivisions —
Part 3: 
Code for formerly used names of 
countries
Codes pour la représentation des noms de pays et de leurs 
subdivisions —
Partie 3: Code pour les noms de pays antérieurement utilisés

© ISO 2020

INTERNATIONAL 
STANDARD

ISO
3166-3

Third edition
2020-08

Reference number
ISO 3166-3:2020(E)

iTeh Standards
(https://standards.iteh.ai)

Document Preview
ISO 3166-3:2020

https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/iso/4e438646-5eef-42ab-8e20-30c0b14ed9bd/iso-3166-3-2020



﻿

ISO 3166-3:2020(E)
﻿

ii� © ISO 2020 – All rights reserved

COPYRIGHT PROTECTED DOCUMENT

©  ISO 2020
All rights reserved. Unless otherwise specified, or required in the context of its implementation, no part of this publication may 
be reproduced or utilized otherwise in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, or posting 
on the internet or an intranet, without prior written permission. Permission can be requested from either ISO at the address 
below or ISO’s member body in the country of the requester.

ISO copyright office
CP 401 • Ch. de Blandonnet 8
CH-1214 Vernier, Geneva
Phone: +41 22 749 01 11
Email: copyright@iso.org
Website: www.iso.org

Published in Switzerland

iTeh Standards
(https://standards.iteh.ai)

Document Preview
ISO 3166-3:2020

https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/iso/4e438646-5eef-42ab-8e20-30c0b14ed9bd/iso-3166-3-2020



﻿

ISO 3166-3:2020(E)
﻿

Foreword.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................iv
Introduction...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................v
1	 Scope.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 1
2	 Normative references....................................................................................................................................................................................... 1
3	 Terms and definitions...................................................................................................................................................................................... 1
4	 Principles for inclusion in the list of formerly used names of countries.................................................... 3

4.1	 General............................................................................................................................................................................................................ 3
4.2	 Change of country name.................................................................................................................................................................. 3
4.3	 Division of country............................................................................................................................................................................... 4
4.4	 Merger of countries.............................................................................................................................................................................. 4
4.5	 Obsolescence of country name.................................................................................................................................................. 4
4.6	 Change of status of an alpha-2 country code element........................................................................................... 4

5	 Principles for assigning code elements for formerly used country names.............................................. 4
5.1	 Structure of code elements for formerly used country names....................................................................... 4
5.2	 Change of country name (see 4.2)........................................................................................................................................... 4
5.3	 Division of country (see 4.3)........................................................................................................................................................ 5
5.4	 Merger of countries (see 4.4)...................................................................................................................................................... 5
5.5	 Deletion of country name (see 4.5)........................................................................................................................................ 5
5.6	 Change of country name (only alpha-3 code element affected).................................................................... 5
5.7	 Change of status of an alpha-2 country code element (see 4.6).................................................................... 5

6	 List of formerly used names of countries and their code elements................................................................. 6
6.1	 General............................................................................................................................................................................................................ 6
6.2	 Source of the list..................................................................................................................................................................................... 6
6.3	 Content of the list................................................................................................................................................................................... 6

7	 Maintenance............................................................................................................................................................................................................... 7
7.1	 Maintenance Agency (ISO 3166/MA).................................................................................................................................. 7
7.2	 Standard as a database — Change of paradigm.......................................................................................................... 7
7.3	 Decoding table.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 7

Bibliography................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 8

© ISO 2020 – All rights reserved� iii

Contents� Page

iTeh Standards
(https://standards.iteh.ai)

Document Preview
ISO 3166-3:2020

https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/iso/4e438646-5eef-42ab-8e20-30c0b14ed9bd/iso-3166-3-2020


