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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical 
Commission) form the specialized system for worldwide standardization. National bodies that are members 
of ISO or IEC participate in the development of International Standards through technical committees 
established by the respective organization to deal with particular fields of technical activity. ISO and IEC 
technical committees collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other international organizations, governmental 
and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO and IEC, also take part in the work. 

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are described 
in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for the different types of 
document should be noted (see www.iso.org/directives or www.iec.ch/members_experts/refdocs). 

ISO and IEC draw attention to the possibility that the implementation of this document may involve the use of 
(a) patent(s). ISO and IEC take no position concerning the evidence, validity or applicability of any claimed 
patent rights in respect thereof. As of the date of publication of this document, ISO and IEC had not received 
notice of (a) patent(s) which may be required to implement this document. However, implementers are 
cautioned that this may not represent the latest information, which may be obtained from the patent database 
available at www.iso.org/patents and https://patents.iec.ch. ISO and IEC shall not be held responsible for 
identifying any or all such patent rights. 

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not 
constitute an endorsement. 

For an explanation of the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and expressions 
related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO's adherence to the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), see www.iso.org/iso/foreword.html. 
In the IEC, see www.iec.ch/understanding-standards. 

This document was prepared by W3C (as WCAG 2.2) and drafted in accordance with its editorial rules. It was 
adopted, under the JTC 1 PAS procedure, by Joint Technical Committee ISO/IEC JTC 1, Information technology. 

This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition (ISO/IEC 40500:2012), which has been technically 
revised. 

The main changes are as follows: 

— see the full commit history to WCAG 2.2. 

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body. A 
complete listing of these bodies can be found at www.iso.org/members.html and www.iec.ch/national-
committees. 
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Introduction 

This section is non-normative. 

Background on WCAG 2 

Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.2 defines how to make Web content more accessible to 
people with disabilities. Accessibility involves a wide range of disabilities, including visual, auditory, 
physical, speech, cognitive, language, learning, and neurological disabilities. Although these guidelines 
cover a wide range of issues, they are not able to address the needs of people with all types, degrees, and 
combinations of disability. These guidelines also make Web content more usable by older individuals 
with changing abilities due to aging and often improve usability for users in general.  

WCAG 2.2 is developed through the W3C process in cooperation with individuals and organizations 
around the world, with a goal of providing a shared standard for Web content accessibility that meets the 
needs of individuals, organizations, and governments internationally. WCAG 2.2 builds on WCAG 2.0 
[WCAG20] and WCAG 2.1 [WCAG21], which in turn built on WCAG 1.0 [WAI-WEBCONTENT] and is 
designed to apply broadly to different Web technologies now and in the future, and to be testable with a 
combination of automated testing and human evaluation. For an introduction to WCAG, see the Web 
Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) Overview.  

Significant challenges were encountered in defining additional criteria to address cognitive, language, and 
learning disabilities, including a short timeline for development as well as challenges in reaching 
consensus on testability, implementability, and international considerations of proposals. Work will carry 
on in this area in future versions of WCAG. We encourage authors to refer to our supplemental guidance 
on improving inclusion for people with disabilities, including learning and cognitive disabilities, people 
with low-vision, and more.  

Web accessibility depends not only on accessible content but also on accessible Web browsers and other 
user agents. Authoring tools also have an important role in Web accessibility. For an overview of how 
these components of Web development and interaction work together, see:  

● Essential Components of Web Accessibility 
● User Agent Accessibility Guidelines (UAAG) Overview 
● Authoring Tool Accessibility Guidelines (ATAG) Overview 

Where this document refers to WCAG 2 it is intended to mean any and all versions of WCAG that start 
with 2.  
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