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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical 
Commission) form the specialized system for worldwide standardization. National bodies that 
are members of ISO or IEC participate in the development of International Standards through 
technical committees established by the respective organization to deal with particular fields of 
technical activity. ISO and IEC technical committees collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other 
international organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO and IEC, also 
take part in the work.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are 
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for 
the different types of document should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the 
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www​.iso​.org/​directives).

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject 
of patent rights. ISO and IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent 
rights. Details of any patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the 
Introduction and/or on the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www​.iso​.org/​patents) or the IEC 
list of patent declarations received (see http://​patents​.iec​.ch). 

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not 
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation of the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and 
expressions related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO's adherence to the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) see www​.iso​.org/​
iso/​foreword​.html. 

This document was prepared by Joint Technical Committee ISO/IEC  JTC  1, Information technology, 
Subcommittee SC 34, Document description and processing languages.

A list of all parts in the ISO/IEC TS 22424 series can be found on the ISO website.

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body. A 
complete listing of these bodies can be found at www​.iso​.org/​members​.html.
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Introduction

0.1	 General

This document facilitates the long-term preservation of EPUB publications by specifying in general level 
EPUB features which are mandatory for long-term preservation (such as font embedding) and features 
which should be avoided if possible.

This document can be seen as a stepping stone towards a detailed specification which would be related 
to EPUB in the same way as PDF/A, specified in ISO 19005-1 to ISO 19005-3, is related to the Portable 
Document Format (PDF). If and when the EPUB community develops detailed guidelines for the 
production of archivable EPUB publications, this document could be used as one of the starting points.

Long-term preservation in general requires two things:

—	 making the object such as EPUB publication fit for preservation – including features to be used and 
features to avoid;

—	 packaging the object (and any metadata related to it) together with any additional data such as 
other versions of the object and other documentation into an Open Archival Information System 
(OAIS) submission information package (SIP).

Packaging is covered in ISO/IEC TS 22424-2.

0.2	 EPUB

The EPUB standard

defines a distribution and interchange format for digital publications and documents. The EPUB® format 
provides a means of representing, packaging and encoding structured and semantically enhanced Web 
content — including HTML, CSS, SVG and other resources — for distribution in a single-file container.[17]

EPUB format was developed by the International Digital Publishing Forum, IDPF, which merged with 
the World Wide Web Consortium, W3C, in January 2017. Ongoing technical development of the standard, 
related extension specifications and ancillary deliverables are the responsibility of the W3C EPUB 3 
Community Group1), which published its charter in February 2017. According to the charter,

work on any future major revision of EPUB, e.g. an EPUB 4, is initially out of scope on the presumption that 
this will be taken up by a new W3C WG as a W3C Recommendation Track activity. The EPUB 3 CG will 
coordinate its work with such new WG, and meanwhile with the existing W3C Digital Publishing Interest 
Group (DPUB IG).[23]

The International Digital Publishing Forum, IDPF, has ceased operations as a membership organization 
in January 2017, and its website2) is now an archive. The latest version of the standard and information 
about future EPUB developments is available at the Publishing@​W3C webpage, https://​www​.w3​.org/​
publishing/​.

The specification at hand covers EPUB 3 versions up to EPUB 3.0.13). EPUB 3.14) was the first major 
revision of EPUB 3.0.1, but there are no implementations of version 3.1 and therefore it is not covered 
in this document. The most widely used version of the standard is still 3.0.1. EPUB 3.2, was published in 
May 20195). Unlike 3.1, it is fully backwards compatible with 3.0.1. It will be covered in the next edition 
of this document.

1)	  https://​www​.w3​.org/​publishing/​groups/​epub3​-cg/​
2)	  http://​idpf​.org/​
3)	  http://​idpf​.org/​epub/​301
4)	  https://​www​.w3​.org/​Submission/​epub31/​
5)	  https://​w3c​.github​.io/​publ​-epub​-revision/​epub32/​spec/​epub​-spec​.html
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