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Foreword

[SO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through
ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee
has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations,
governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely
with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are described
in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for the different types
of ISO document should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the editorial rules of the
[SO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).

[SO draws attention to the possibility that the implementation of this document may involve the use of (a)
patent(s). ISO takes no position concerning the evidence, validity or applicability of any claimed patent
rights in respect thereof. As of the date of publication of this document, ISO had not received notice of (a)
patent(s) which may be required to implement this document. However, implementers are cautioned that
this may not represent the latest information, which may be obtained from the patent database available at
www.iso.org/patents. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation of the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and expressions
related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO's adherence to the World Trade
Organization (WTO) principlesin the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), see www.iso.org/iso/foreword.html.

This document was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 249, Traditional medicine, Subcommittee SC 1,
Traditional Chinese medicine.

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body. A
complete listing of these bodies can be found at www.iso.org/members.html.
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Introduction

The prescription requirements of Chinese medicines are a crucial component of the service process of
Chinese medicines. This encompasses the whole process, starting from the doctor's medical treatment
guided by the traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) theory of syndrome differentiation and treatment, leading
to the writing of the patient prescription. Unfortunately, this aspect has not received adequate attention,
significantly affecting the quality of medical care and services, as well as the safety and effectiveness of TCM
medication, and the vital rights of consumers.

Therefore, it is vital to standardize and establish a traceable medication service process for Chinese
medicines. This will promote effective communication among doctors, pharmacists and patients, improving
relationships between doctors and patients, enhancing levels of medical service, reducing medical errors
and accidents, ensuring the safety and effectiveness of people's medication, safeguarding the legitimate
rights and interests of consumers, and making contributions to human health.

Prescribing is an important medical activity that requires serious and rigorous behavior. It is also the first
and most critical step in the entire service process.

This document is consistent with the provisions of ISO 18668-2 111, SO 18668-4 (2], 1SO 20333 3], ISO 20334
[4] and other relevant International Standards.
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Technical Specification ISO/TS 24943:2026(en)

Traditional Chinese medicine — Requirements for decoction
pieces prescription

1 Scope

This document specifies the general requirements, content and writing requirements for the prescription of
decoction pieces. It notably regulates the qualification of prescription writing, the prescription of precious
medicines, the prescription of toxic and anaesthetic medicines, and institution-based prescriptions.

This document applies to prescription writing, dispensing and storage.

2 Normative references

There are no normative references in this document.

3 Terms and definitions
For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.
[SO and IEC maintain terminology databases for use in standardization at the following addresses:

— ISO Online browsing platform: available at https://www.iso.org/obp

— IEC Electropedia: available at https://www.electropedia.org/

3.1
prescription of decoction pieces
medical document issued by a licenced doctor for the diagnosis and treatment of patients

Note 1 to entry: The prescription of decoction pieces includes details such as the names, quantities, preparation
methods and other specifications of traditional Chinese medicinal herbs and formulations. It is subject to review,
dispensation and verification by a prescription-reviewing pharmacist (see Note 4 to entry), and it also serves as a
voucher for the distribution of medicinal products.

Note 2 to entry: The prescription of decoction pieces is a written notice from doctors to traditional Chinese medicine
dispensing personnel (see Note 5 to entry) that represents both the basis of traditional Chinese medicine dispensing,
and the voucher of valuation and statistics, which has legal, technical and economic significance.

Note 3 to entry: The prescription of decoction pieces provides a written record and evidence of doctors’ syndrome
differentiation and treatment, reflecting the doctors' syndrome differentiation and drug use requirements.

Note 4 to entry: The "prescription-reviewing pharmacist" refers to a professional in the herbal pharmacy responsible
for reviewing doctors' prescriptions.

Note 5 to entry: "Traditional Chinese medicine dispensing personnel” refers to a professional in the dispensing room
responsible for the preparation, dispensing and management of prescriptions.
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